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Businessmen upbeat about 
prospects of trade ties with Iraq 



King meets Sahaf at Kabariti’s residence 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 
JORDANIAN BUSINESS¬ 
MEN were busy renewing 
contacts with Iraq this week in 
the hope of landing lucrative 
deals following the implemen¬ 
tation of the oii-for-food 
agreement between the UN 
and Baghdad. Until the Gulf 
crisis in August 1990. Iraq 
was Jordan's main trading 
partner. 

Jordanian businessmen hope 
to satisfy part of Iraq's huge 
needs of food, medicine and 
sparepaits. but Jordan's indus¬ 
trial sector, which has been 
suffering since the UN sanc¬ 
tions were imposed on Iraq, is 
also hoping that fresh orders 
from Baghdad will be coming 
soon. Under the UN deal, Iraq 
will be allowed to sell $2 bil¬ 
lion worth of oil every six 
months. 

But already hopes are being 
dampened by the fact that 
competition from Iran. Turkey 


and Syria is stiff and that polit¬ 
ical relations between Jordan 
and Iraq are not at their best 

“Our businessmen and man¬ 
ufacturers must abide to the 
highest quality and competi¬ 
tive prices, this will be the 
biggest gauge for any exports 
to Iraq,’’ Mr Tahir AJ Tahir, 
the director of the Universal 
Iron and Steel Industrial Co., 
told The Star. 

“In our talks with the Iraqi 
Minister of Commerce Mo¬ 
hammed Mahdi Saleh early 
this week we discussed the 
mechanism for increasing Jor¬ 
danian exports to Iraq," Mr 
Tahir, an active member of 
Amman Chamber of Com¬ 
merce added. 

Discussions centered partic¬ 
ularly on Iraq’s needs of vege¬ 
table oils, pharmaceuticals and 
detergents. “We have the high¬ 
est quality products in this 
field and are able to compete 
with some of the finest in this 
field," Al Taher said. 


This fact was affirmed by 
Dr Mohammad Al Fityanni, 
Dar Al Dnwa director. He said 
that Jordanian pharmaceuticals 
are among the best in the 
region and probably the world. 
The fact that it is already in the 


Iraqi market testifies to its 
quality, he said. 

The private sector has been 
gearing up for the last couple 
of weeks waiting for the final 
signal from Iraq. But Jordanian 
businessmen hope that compet¬ 


itive prices and quality will be 
the hallmark and not political 
tensions that marked bilateral 
relations. 

Mr Taher is optimistic that 
the coming period will prove 
that Jordan has a lot to offer. 
Aided by a commercial proto¬ 
col with Iraq, he is convinced 
that exports to that country 
will increase. 

While businessmen like Al 
Taher are upbeat about trading 
prospects, many are calling for 
caution. They say the govern¬ 
ment must remove obstacles in 
the way of free trade and facil¬ 
itate the free movement of 
commodities through free 
zones. 

Free zones in Jordan have 
played a vital role in trading 
with Iraq since 1990. How¬ 
ever. many businessmen have 
suffered as a result of high 
costs of land rental, cost of 
services and red tape. Al 
Taher called on the govern- 
Continued on page 2 


Saudis implicate Iran in Khobar 
bombing, call for retaliation 



By R. Jeffrey Smith 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

THE SAUDI Arabian govern¬ 
ment has given the Clinton 
administration detailed data 
meant to support the Saudis* 
belief that the June bombing 
of a US military housing com¬ 
plex in the kingdom was car¬ 
ried out by Saudi Shiite extre¬ 
mists who were trained in 
Lebanon and acted with the 
support of the Iranian 
government. 

Prince Nayef, the Saudi 
interior minister in charge of 
security, handed over the evi¬ 
dence to FBI Director Louis J. 
Freeh when Freeh visited the 
Saudi capital Riyadh late last 
monLh. 

The data included confes¬ 
sions extracted from some of 
40 Saudi Shiites detained and 
accused of involvement in the 
bombing, results of Saudi 
wiretaps and other electronic 
eavesdropping, and a detailed 
account of the movements of 
key alleged conspirators into 
and out of Saudi Arabia. Leba¬ 
non's Bekaa Valley. Damas¬ 
cus and Tehran, according to 
sources familiar with the 
matter. 

Officials in the United 
States and Saudi Arabia 
described Freeh's meeting 
with Nayef as a turning point 
in the inquiry because it was 
the first formal presentation of 
much of what Saudi officials 
have learned during their five- 
month probe into the truck 
bombing. The blast killed 19 
US Air Force service members 


and wounded hundreds at the 
Khobar Towers military hous¬ 
ing complex in Dhahran. 

In a related development, 
some well-placed senior Saudi 
officials have suggested to the 
Clinton administration that the 
United States could lead other 
nations in taking some form of 
military and diplomatic action 
against Iran early next year if 
the United States agrees with 
the Saudis that Iran was linked 
to the bombing, the sources 
said. 

The Saudi government as a 
whole has not yet taken a posi¬ 
tion that such action against 
Iran is warranted, because it is 
awaiting Washington’s formal 
judgment about the case, the 
sources said. 

But by raising this possibil¬ 


ity now. while the top US for¬ 
eign policy and defense posi¬ 
tions are in a state of transition 
to new appointees, these Saudi 
officials have put the White 
House on notice that the issue 
of potential retaliation for the 
Khobar Towers bombing wilt 
be one of the first challenges 
of President Clinton's second 
term, they said. 

US officials said Tuesday 
that FBI counterterrorism 
experts are now reviewing the 
latest Saudi evidence, which 
Freeh obtained from Nayef 
and other Saudi officials dur¬ 
ing the American's visit late 
last month. But the officials 
added that no final FBI or 
administration judgment about 
tiie credibility of the evidence 
is expected for weeks, if not 


Pablo Neruda 

Making a poet’s 


By Sebastian Rotella 

LA-Washingion Post News 
Sen'ice 

ISLA NEGRA, Chile—The 
poet and the carpenter worked 
together for 25 years. 

The poet was Pablo Neruda, 
the Nobel Prize winner who 
championed working people 
and considered himself just 
another craftsman. The 
carpenter was 
Rafael Plaza, a 
sturdy man 
with a leathery 
face who built 
Neruda's 
beach house. 

Their 

work-in-progre 
ss was a house 
full of eclectic 
treasures with a view of the 
surf dancing on rocks. Al nighL 
Plaza would go to Neruda's 
study, and the poet would 
Sketch the latest project, such 
as a wooden ship’s hatch that 
Neruda found on the beach and 
Plaza made into a desk. 


“He liked things li|£e that." 
Plaza recalls. “In the morning 
he would sit nearby. He wrote, 
and I did my work" 

Neruda died 23 years ago. 
His house and his memory 
were neglected during a 
17-year dictatorship. But today 
the house is a museum—a 
national treasure in which there 
has been a surge of interest 
because of the acclaimed movie 
“II Postino” {The 
Postman), which 
features a Neruda 
character. The 
ensuing Neruda 
boom has 

benefited a 

we II-organized 
effort here to 
celebrate the 
poet's legacy. 

And in a country where 
poetry was once inseparable 

from political conflict. 
Chileans—along with the rest 
of the world—have 
rediscovered Neruda as pan of 
their democratic healing 
process. 


The clamorous success of 
the movie has brought attention 
to Neruda's works.” says Juan 
Agustin Figueroa, director of 
the Pablo Neruda Foundation. 
"The results have been 
extraordinary'' 

More than 130.000 visiiors 
from Latin America. Europe, 
the United States and elsewhere 
trooped through the museum in 
the fishing village of Isia Negra 
last year. 

Here and in two other 
Neruda houses, the Neruda 
foundation operates veritable 
cultural centers with a 
particularly Chilean 

combination of taste, 
organization and 

entrepreneurial verve. The 
museums sponsor poetry prizes 
and host concerts, exhibits and 
literary workshops: they sell 
books and tapes of Neruda’s 
poetry along with posters, pens, 
postcards and artwork. 

And just as the poet had 
requested, Chilean copper 
miners and others of modest 
means enter free or at reduced 
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months. 

“It’s still early." a senior 
US law enforcement official 
said. “It takes a while to sort 
through" evidence of the type 
presented to Freeh. 

Saudis hatfe told the United 
States that the data given to 
Freeh paint a picture of a con¬ 
spiracy carried out by Saudi 
Shiite terrorists who received 
military-grade explosives, 
bomb components and train¬ 
ing in Lebanon from members 
of Hezbollah, or the Party of 
God, a radical Islamic organi¬ 
zation that long has been 
funded, trained and equipped 
by Iran. 

Some of the Saudis and 
Hezbollah members traveled 
to and from Tehran before and 
after the explosion, and alleg¬ 
edly had extensive dealings 
with Iranian intelligence 
agents, the sources said. 

The Saudi theory is that 
Iran’s target was not so much 
the United States as the Saudi 
regime itself, on the assump¬ 
tion that the bombing would 
focus Saudi domestic attention 
on the kingdom's controver¬ 
sial ties with the West, encour¬ 
age a withdrawal of US troops 
from the kingdom and possi¬ 
bly destabilize the Saudi 
leadership. 

Saudi Arabia's pro-western 
monarchy, led by members of 
the Sunni branch of Islam, 
vies for influence in the Gulf 
and the Islamic world with 
Iran’s anti-western. Shiite-led 
govern menL 

However, proving that Iran 
was responsible for the bomb¬ 


ing. and building a coalition of 
nations that supports concrete 
punishment, could be a for- 
* midable task for those in 
- Riyadh who favor tough 
action. 

One problem, the sources 
said, is that while there is little 
dispute within the upper 
reaches of the Saudi govern¬ 
ment about Iran's link to the 
blast, there remain different 
Saudi views about how 
aggressively the government 
should pursue the issue of mil¬ 
itary and economic retaliation 
by Washington and its allies. 

“Some Saudis are not 
entirely happy with the conse¬ 
quences of this information" 
about Iran's alleged link to tire 
blast, said a non-Saudi diplo¬ 
matic source who spoke on 
condition that he not be 
identified. 

He noted that the difference 
of views may reflect partly the 
long-standing splits in the 
royal family over the best way 
to deal with Iran and partly the 
intense maneuvering by mem¬ 
bers of the royal family in Che 
race to succeed King Fahd, 
who is ailing. 

Another problem for the 
Saudi officials who want retal¬ 
iation is overcoming a suspi¬ 
cion among some govern¬ 
ments that the kingdom is 
trying to foist responsibility 
for the blast on Iran, a conven¬ 
ient foreign target, so that 
Saudi Arabia does not have to 
acknowledge that the blast 
was’ a home-grown act of 

Continued on page 2 


life public 

rates. 


The Isia Negra home was a 
landmark for readers of Neruda 
even before the movie, which, 
although based on a Chilean 
novel, transplants Neruda's 
house to an Italian island. 
Neruda wrote much of his 
poetry in his rambling 
stone-and-wood house. 

He was known as a 
romantic, hospitable, playful 
man of extremes, and the house 
has his prodigious personality. 
It bursts with paintings, 
sculptures, books, decorations 
and curiosities acquired during 
his travels, such as giant 
figurines from ships' prows. 

In his poetry and his will. 
Neruda said he wanted to open 
the house to the public after his 
death. He and his third wife. 
Matilde, set up a foundation to 
administrate his writings and 
his houses—the other two are 
in the capital. Santiago, and the 
coastal city of Valparaiso. 

The military coup shortly 
before Neruda's death in late 
1973 shattered his plans to 


open his property to the public. 
Because Neruda was an ally of 
the ousted socialist president. 
Salvador Aliende. he was 
buried hurriedly in a pauper's 
grave in Santiago. Soldiers 
menaced his mourners and 
looted his house in Santiago. 

"They destroyed it." says 
Plaza. grimacing at the 
memory. 

Although the house at Isia 
Negra was not vandalized, it 
was closed during most of the 
dictatorship of Gen. Augusto 
Pinochet. The return of 
democracy in 1990 enabled 
Figueroa, who was Neruda's 
family lawyer and a Cabinet 
minister in the new 
govern mem. to proceed with 
his long-delayed task. 

At the poet's behest, the 
foundation donated Neruda's 
books and papers to 
universities. The houses were 
restored to the way they looked 
when Neruda was alive. 

And in a ceremony full of 

Continued on page2 


Iraqi oil flows for the 
first time in six years 


Combined Agencies 
Reports 

IRAQ ON Wednesday started 
filling its first oil sales contract 
with Turkey as Iraqi oil began 
flowing in pipelines under the 
the terms of the oii-for-food 
deal with the UN. 

Iraq is expected to sell 75000 
barrels of oil a day to a state- 
owned Turkish company, 
sources say the Iraqi govern¬ 
ment is negotiating contracts 
with other international 
companies. 

The UN is allowing Iraq to 
export two-billion dollars 
worth of oil during the next six 
months. The money will be 
used to buy food and medicine 
for its needy population. 

The official Iraqi news 
agency said Iraq’s Ministry of 
Trade started signing food 
deals with foreign companies 
on Wednesday. The news 
agency quoted the Minister of 
Trade. Mohammed Saleh, as 
saying Iraqis would receive 
substantially more food rations 
when supplies arrive. 

President Saddam Hussein 
reopened the oil pipeline that 
will carry Iraqi oil through Tur¬ 
key back to the world market 
for the first time since 1990, 
although the oil failed to flow 
immediately because of a 
malfunction. 

The agreement can be 
extended every six months if 
the Security Council decides 
that President Hussein's gov¬ 
ernment is complying with UN 
conditions for the sales. 

Iraqi exports should be 
slightly less than 600,000 bar¬ 
rels a day, compared to more 
than 3 million barrels daily 
before Iraq's seizure of Kuwait 



led to the Gulf War. 

Crude oil prices dropped 
slightly in reaction to the news, 
and oil market watchers said 
the development was unlikely 
to result in any major price 
relief soon for consumers of 
gasoline and heating oil. Hie 


additional Iraqi output is just 
under I percent of total world 
consumption of about 70 mil¬ 
lion barrels a duy. 

The total “isn’t insignificant." 
said John Lichtblau of the 
Petroleum Research Institute, 

Continued on page 2 


Four unions threaten 


to break away from 
umbrella federation 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
THE GENERAL Federation 
of Trade Unions (GFTU) is 
facing a situation that threat¬ 
ens to rip its structure apart. 
Four unions want to break 
away from the GFTU. The 
unions accuse the federation 
of failing to protect the rights 
of workers. 

Tension between union 
members and the federation is 
not new. It started when the 
GFTU leadership was accused 
of faking the document of the 
federation's general confer¬ 
ence, back in October 1994. 
But the situation intensified 
during last month’s strike by 
electricity workers. The feder¬ 
ation opposed the strike 
action by the Electricity 
Workers Union and threat¬ 
ened to dissolve the union. 

Labor activists accused the 
federation of abandoning the 
workers by siding with the 
Jordan Electric Power Co. 

Relations between unions 
and the federation worsened, 
particularly when Mr Khalid 
Shraim, secretary general of 
the federation, submitted 
amendments to the GFTU’s 
statute to the Ministry of 
Labor. 

“It is only the executive 
committee of the federation or 
its general assembly that has 
the right to amend the by¬ 
laws," said Mr Abdallah Kha¬ 
lil, president of the Union of 
Banks Workers. The amend¬ 


ments that were made gave the 
GFTU the power to interfere 
in the local affairs of unions. 
“This is another grave viola¬ 
tion. Unions are internally 
independent but united under 
the umbrella of the federa¬ 
tion,” Khalil said. 

The GFTU is an umbrella 
organization for 17 trade 
unions in Jordan. It has about 
200.000 members, and forms 
one-fourth of the 800.000- 
strong labor force in the 
country. 

The labor unions of the 
Banks, Health Services, the 
General Services and Electric¬ 
ity are seriously planing to 
call their general assembly to 
convene to discuss the disen¬ 
gagement plan. The presidents 
of the four unions sent a 
memo to the Minister of Labor 
Dr Abdel Hafiz Al Shakhan- 
beh, protesting amendments 
made by the federation’s lead¬ 
ership. They said they would 
go to court if the amendments 
were adopted by the Ministry 
of Labor. 

If they pull out of the feder¬ 
ation, then this will be the first 
break-away since the federa¬ 
tion was founded in 1954. 

“We are against splits and 
we tried to safeguard the unity 
of the labor movement within 
the federation. But we are fac¬ 
ing grave violations practiced 
by the GFTU leadership," said 
Ms Bassma Al Orani, presi¬ 
dent of the Union of General 
Services Workers. "The lead- 



Ma’aita 


ership does not protect work¬ 
ers, many of its decisions harm 
them." She added that “If the 
federation does not mend its 
ways, we will be forced to pull 
out of the federation." 

_ “We want a strong federa¬ 
tion to .defend our rights not a 
federation that works against 
us, for the sake of individual 
benefits." said Mr Khalil. 

However, the GFTU leader¬ 
ship said that it is working for 
the sake of workers. It implied 
that it had no prior knowledge 
of the proposed splits. 
"Nobody informed us about 
any resignations.” said Mr 
Mazen Al Ma’aita. deputy sec¬ 
retary general of the GFTU. 

He claimed that "three union 
leaders confirmed that they 
gave no statement to the press 
about disengagement plans." 
He added that “The Labor Law 
does not give them such a 
right.” 

Mr Khalil rejected Mn'iia's, 
claim. “The Labor Law und the 
by-laws of the federation state 
that membership is voluntary, 
based on that, wc have the full 
right to resign if each union's 
general assembly avirces to 
that.” 

A meeting was held last 
week between union represen¬ 
tatives and GFTU’s leadership 
under the auspices of Mr Shak- 
hanbeh. but no agreement was 
reached. The Union of Health 
Workers, which joined the four 
unions in their plans to break 
from the federation, later with¬ 
drew under pressure. ■ 



Electricity workers accuse GFTU of abandoning them 
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Greater awareness needed to combat 
growth of AIDS, experts argue 


By Manal Omar 

Special lo. The Siar 

On December I. ihe world community 
launched ihe 1996 campaign for AIDS 
Awareness. The annual campaign is the 
eighth since it was started in I9SS. Its 
objective is to provide accurate informa¬ 
tion about the fatal four letter disease 
known simply as AIDS, or Acquired 
Immune Deficiency syndrome. During 
the first emergence of AIDS, little infor¬ 
mation and many myths developed about 
it. As a result. AIDS became labeled as 
the immoral disease, the homosexual’s 
cancer, or God's plague. A false security 
was created, and new myths and mislead¬ 
ing information dominated people’s 
knowledge of AIDS. 

However, the rise of cases in the world 
during the mid-'80s proved that AIDS is a 
disease that chooses its victims indiscrim¬ 
inately. In order to wage a successful and 


productive war against this fatal disease 
one must understand the origins and 
symptoms of AIDS. 

’ AIDS is a disease caused by a virus 
called HIV—human immunodeficiency 
virus. It weakens the body’s natural abil¬ 
ity to fight various lethal injections and 
cancers. People with AIDS are prone to 
infections that would ordinarily not be a 
threat to healthy people. .AIDS also 
affects the central nervous system and can 
cause gradual mental deterioration and 
progressive paralysis. 

HIV is transmitted through the body 
fluids—usually blood or semen—of an 
infected person. Almost all known cases 
were the result of intimate sexual contact, 
injections with hypodermic needles, trans¬ 
fusions of contaminated blood or blood 
products, or passage from mother to 
child. 

Although the disease can be trans¬ 
mitted from man to woman, or woman to 



man. or partners of the same sex. a 
woman is more likely to acquire HIV 
from a male partner than a male from a 
female partner. As a result. AIDS is a 
leading disease among women and chil¬ 
dren. In 1981. only 3.2 percent of 
reported AIDS cases occurred in women. 
Today, women and adolescents are the 
two fastest-growing populations of per¬ 
sons with AIDS. In 1995 in the United 
States alone, more then 20.000 women 
were diagnosed with AIDS, and 140.000 
American women were known to be HIV- 
infected. Epidemiologists predict that by 
the year 2000 more women then men wiU 
have AIDS in the US. as is already the 
case worldwide. 

There is no doubt of the huge impact 
AIDS has had on the international com¬ 
munity. According to statistics by the 
World Health Organization (WHO), by 
1992 between nine and II million adults 
and about one million children had 
become HIV positive. Two-thirds of these 
victims lived in developing countries. 
WHO estimates that by the year 2000. 30 
to 40 million will be infected. By then. 10 
million HIV carriers will have developed 
into full blown AIDS, and 90 percent of 
the cases will be in developing countries. 

The Middle Eastern region has not 
escaped. By 1988 countries of the region 
began to participate in International Aids 
Awareness Day. Each year the momen¬ 
tum from those countries increases as 
they target the disease. In its 41st session, 
the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Com¬ 
mittee called on its regional director to 
“take the necessary steps to maintain the 
regional role in prevention and control of 
AIDS, including information exchange." 
According to the 1995 WHO report, 
AIDS cases in the region are now repre¬ 
senting a significant concern. 

It would be naive to believe that AIDS 
has not penetrated into the Jordanian 
community as well. Over the past few 
years. Jordan has become an active partic¬ 
ipant in International Aids Awareness 
Day. From specialists on different televi¬ 
sion programs to distributing fliers, the 


Ministry’ of Health has been committed to 
informing Jordanians about the threat of 
the disease. 

"Jordan as a country is not protected 
from AIDS. The first cases of AIDS was 
discovered in 1986. Since we first recog¬ 
nized the probfem in Jordan we have 
begun to emphasize efficient and effec¬ 
tive methods to deal with the disease.” 
explained Dr Saad Kharabsheh. a medical 
epidemiologist and the Director of Dis¬ 
ease Prevention and Control in the Minis¬ 
try of Health. “Even if there is only one 
single case, then it is a problem for Jor¬ 
dan," Dr Kharabsheh told The Star. 

According to the Health Ministry, 
toady there are 146 aids cases. 90 of 
which are Jordanians. In 19S6 a National 
Aids Body was created to combat the 
problem. "Our strategy falls under two 
lines. First, we address the community 
through emphasis on health education and 
provide accurate knowledge. In addition, 
we specifically concentrate on those who 
are considered a high risk groups. We 
educate them on how to protect them¬ 
selves, and the community." explained Dr 
Kharabsheh. 

According to Jordanian immigration 
laws, if a tourist or worker has AIDS he is 
either denied entrance or deponed. Many 
hospitals are also taking precautions. In 
(he Princess Rahma Hospital. AIDS test¬ 
ing and education is not something new. 
In addition, they have started blood test¬ 
ing before marriage to decrease the acci¬ 
dental transmission of the HIV virus. Dr 
Ayman AI Barbarawy at the hospital said 
AIDS in Jordan is a new disease that is 
relatively hard to monitor. There is noth¬ 
ing called statistics for the number of 
cases in Jordan. Many patients who have 
the disease may be too shy to admit it." 
Dr Barbarawy told The Star. 

Indeed. Dr Kharabsheh said the accu¬ 
mulative number may nor accurately 
reflect the total number of AIDS cases in 
Jordan. 

“The future is not clear, not only for 
Jordan but on a global scale as well. We 


hope that something dramatic will hap¬ 
pen. such as the development of a new 
vaccine or effective treatment. Until then 
we emphasize awareness.” stated Dr 
Kharabsheh. 

Perhaps the most crucial elemeni that 
needs to be emphasized is chat there are 
means of protection against AIDS. “The 
Ministry of Health and other sectors in 
Jordan are doing their best in the past dec¬ 
ade to implement prevention.” empha¬ 
sized Dr Kharabsheh. Presently, there is 
no vaccine available to prevent the spread 
of AIDS. According to Karen Carlson 
from the Harvard Medical school, the 
transmission of the AIDS virus can be 
substantially reduced by avoiding risk 
factors such as casual sex. avoiding sub¬ 
stance abuse, and never sharing needles. 
In addition, women who think they may 
have HIV should consult a physician, and 
those who are thinking about having a 
baby should receive preconception coun¬ 
seling. When receiving blood transfu¬ 
sions^ check with the blood bank that 
proper screening was conducted. 

The most crucial step in the war against 
AIDS is awareness. Established in August 
1990 under the World Health Organiza¬ 
tion, the Aids Information Exchange Cen¬ 
ter’s lAlEC') main objective is AIDS 
awareness. By erasing the myths and false 
information, the international community 
can identify ways to attack this 20th cen¬ 
tury plague. In his first speech delivered 
as executive director of UNAIDS in Cape 
town South Africa. Dr Peter Beut stated 
that he was confident that AIDS could be 
overcome, just as apartheid was eventu¬ 
ally defeated. The Jordanian community 
as a whole needs to be aware of the dis¬ 
ease which is plaguing the globe. 

As General Director of WHO Dr 
Hiroshima Nakajimi explained, the fight 
to overcome AIDS will never succeed 
unless everyone shares responsibility to 
combat the epidemic. Through this union, 
the international community will learn to 
stand as one to overcome obstacle after 
obstacle. ■ 


Arab pressure grows to 
end sanctions against Iraq 


Draft budget calls for cut 
in deficit, self sufficiency 


Continued from page 1 

military. 

These developments have 
occurred against a backdrop of 
growing anger among ordinary 
Arabs over the rrade sanctions 
and the role of the United 
Stales in prolonging them. The 
view is that the sanctions 
unfairly punish the Iraqi people 
for the sins of their leader 
while doing nothing to weaken 
Saddam's grip on power. 

For several years. Egypt and 
UAE in particular have been 
urging Sjddam to comply with 
UN weapons inspections while 
holding out the carrot of recon¬ 
ciliation. The UAE president. 
Zayed Sultan Nahavan. 
recently called for resumption 
of full relations even before 
certification of Iraqi’s 
compliance. 


UAE is expected to raise 
the normalization issue at this 
month’s annual summit meet¬ 
ing of the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council. But 
Zayed’s proposal already has 
encountered stiff resistance 
from the Kuwaiti prime minis¬ 
ter. Crown Prince Saad Abdul¬ 
lah Sabah. He told the Kuwaiti 
parliament after meeting with 
Zayed last Tuesday that “rec¬ 
onciliation does not apply to a 
country like Iraq." 

Saudi Arabia has voiced 
similar objections. “We will 
never feel secure so long as 
Saddam Hussein rules Iraq.” a 
Saudi official said. ‘To ease 
the pressure on Saddam 
because of the suffering of his 
people would be the same as 
negotiating with a terrorist 
holding hostages—it never 
works.” ■ 


Continued from page 1 

ful steps taken by the 
national economy to achieve 
self-reliance and reform the 
economic and financial sratus. 
Such a goal, he added, can not 
be fulfilled unless there is a 
concrete and sound coopera¬ 
tion between the legislative 
and executive branches of 
government together with the 
support of friendly countries 
and global institutions. 

Global figures indicate that 
economy is leading positive 
records over 1996 as invest¬ 
ments in the private sector led 
to a growth in productivity. 
They also reduced our debts 
enabling the country to main¬ 
tain financial and monetary 
stability, the minister added. 

With the approval of the 
series of economic and finan¬ 
cial measures to be submitted 
soon to the Lower House. 
Awadh expects the Gross 
Domestic Product fGDP) to 


increase by 6.5 percent by 
next year. “The rise in prices 
will be within the limit of 4 
percent while the increase in 
our exports will exceed 8.8 
percent," he explained 
• The ratio of debts to the 
GDP has fallen from 190 per¬ 
cent in 1990 to only 90 per¬ 
cent in 1996. This was 
achieved by adopting a strat¬ 
egy to reschedule debts and 
get loans aL facilitated 
conditions. 

The Central Bank of Jordan 
has managed to maintain the 
value of the dinar against the 
US dollar. This policy has 
strengthened assets. In addi¬ 
tion. the paid-up capitals of 
companies registered at the 
Ministry of Trade and Indus¬ 
try recorded a noticeable 
increase as encouraged by 
incentives provided by the 
law to promote investments. 
Awadh concluded. ■ 


Opponents promise to 
quash exhibition 


Continued from page 1 

. eminent to step in. 

Using the press to air their 
' views, they are sending memos 
to the Royal Court, the Prime 
Ministry 1 and other state 
institutions. 

They agreed to draw up a 
code of honor to be signed by 
all Jordanian sectors to prevent 
all forms of normalization with 
Israel. A national product fair 
will be planned to coincide 
with the Israeli one. 

Participants promised an 
extensive protest campaign. 
Those who attended are to 
hold a series of sit-ins in front 
of the fair, and ones in front of 
the Trade Ministry and 
Parliament. 

They also agreed to blacklist 
those behind the planned fair, 
and those who would accept 
invitations. 

If they fail to stop the fair 


from being held, then they 
would be willing to build a 
‘human dam' or a ’car dam’ in 
front of the expo to prevent 
entry. 

Another meeting will con¬ 
vene today. Thursday, in the 
Chamber of Industry. The meet¬ 
ing will be attended by the dif¬ 
ferent sectors in the country, 
particularly from political par¬ 
ties and those in the business. 

Jn his weekly meeting with 
the press. Minister of Informa¬ 
tion. Dr Marwan Muasher. said 
“the fair is the concern of the 
private sector, and the peace 
treaty allows for such exhibi¬ 
tions.” But he added that the 
issue is not merely the holding 
of such a fair, it is beyond that, 
it is about the negative atmos¬ 
phere surrounding the peace 
process. 

However, the minister con¬ 
firmed that there is no govern¬ 


ment pressure practiced on the 
organizers to cancel- the idea. 
But an official source told The 
Star official ■ that pressure is 
implicit since the holding of 
such a fair has been put off till 
6 January of next year. 

The source added the popu¬ 
lar outrage against the fair is 
presently used to force Israel 
to implement its trade agree¬ 
ments with Jordan, and end the 
imposition of obstacles on the 
movement of Jordanian exports 
to the Palestinian territories. 

The organizers of the fair 
have been preparing for the fair 
since June, the three-day fair 
was planned to take place on 
15 December. Al Nasser said 
about 500 Israeli businessmen 
are expected to attend the fair, 
and that over 80 Israeli compa¬ 
nies had confirmed their partic¬ 
ipation. ■ 
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Amman witnesses an activity 
hype after oil for food deal 

Continued from page 1 

nies are keen to enter the Iraqi market and feel that they are 
able to compete with major international concerns. The Iraqi 
Minister of Commerce assured that the Aqaba port will be the 
prime beneficiary for Iraqi imports. 

' Jordan imports oil and gas from Iraq to the tune of $500 mil¬ 
lion in exchange for Jordanian products and other foodstuff, 
items. 

Though the size of Jordan’s trade with Iraq has been low this 
year at $220 million, observers believe that this volume will go 
up after the signing of a trade protocol with Iraq next year. ■ 
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AT FORTE GRAND AMMAN 


Sony unveils digital power 
production in Jordan 
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December issue is now 
ob selected newsstands 
for more infommtion 
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Even- year on ihe 3id Thursday of the month oT November. 

France celebrates the arrival of 
- .. . B canjn lafa Norman, an old French 

tradition originating from j place 
where gastronomy is a real art. 
The Aodalnsi* Restaurant 
at Forte Grand Amman takes pride in 
offering you a selection of specialities 
l p from the Beaujolais region. 

\ \ A lupub ft b cute menu presented 

to too, and entertainment by 

_Accordionist Madden Pallas 

flown in directly from Paris. 
Starting November 28th 
through December 5th "96 
from 7pra onwards. 

For re ser v ati ons call 696511 ext 6045 ■ 
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AMMAN—Al a press confer¬ 
ence held last Monday At The 
Forie Grand Hotel, Sony 
Broadcast and Professional— 
Middle East and their distrib¬ 
utor in Jordan. Mr Zaki A. 
Ghul. unveiled Digitia! Power 
Production, a revolutionary 
and unique all-digital, totally 
integrated production system 
for the professional market. 
Full presentation and hands- 
on demonstrations were 
given. 

Although the range was 
previewed earlier this year in 
Europe, the actual Middle 
East launch coincides with 
the launch world-wide. This 
reflects Sony's stated com¬ 
mitment and confidence in 
the region as well as the rapid 
growth of the professional 
video production sector. In 
facL more than 1000 profes¬ 
sionals will attend Digital 
Power Production roadshows 
across the Middle East over the 
next few months. 

The consumer DV format 
enables a range of products to 
be developed to cover the needs 
of a wide range of users. The 
complete system is entirely dig¬ 
ital from acquisition through to 
presentation. It maintains the 
same compression scheme 
throughout Tape and disk work 
seamlessly together with bi¬ 
directional transfer of data 
between them at four times real 
time via the QSDi serial digital 
interface. This dramatically 
increases production flexibility 
and creativity. 

The new system is designed 
for ‘real world’ applications so 
video producers can integrate 
broadcast, professional and con¬ 
sumer equipment as needed 
Key elements of Digital Power 








Production are the DVCAM 
DSR Series recorders, includ¬ 
ing the DSR-IP dockable GTR:. 
two non-linear editing systems. 
ES-7 and ES-3 EditStation. the 
DSR-130P and DSR-200P dig¬ 
ital camcorder and the DXC- 
D30P dockabel camera. Sony 
has also introduced the Cli- 
pLink feature. This is a com¬ 
plete revolution for the indus¬ 
try because it permits ‘editing 
while shooting* by creating up 
to 198 video clips and storing 
them for easy access and 
uploading to the EditStations. 

Mr Robert Sherman, senior 
manager at Sony Broadcast and 
Professional—Middle East, 
said Sony is offering a unique 
vision to the production 
professional. 

“This is not about a format 
introduction. Rather we are 
launching a totally integrated, 
fully digital video production 
system which gives the market 


what it needs—high perfor¬ 
mance, easy-to-use. cost- 
effective systems. This means 
customers have new and excit¬ 
ing ways of making their 
programs." 

“Another vital attribute for 
today's market is the new 
range’s compatibility with 
existing analogue, digital con¬ 
sumer and digital broadcast 
equipment which means total 
choice for every customer. Eve¬ 
ryone can build an all-digital 
production suite at their own 
peace.'* 

The company is a leading 
Supplier of video and audio sys¬ 
tems and products to Broadcast¬ 
ers. Its products are in use at 
local and regional television 
stations. This complete line-up 
of digital equipment—a com¬ 
plete 'system solution’— 
represents a quantum leap for¬ 
ward in corporate video produc¬ 
tion. ■ 


Rights Group 
accuses 
Palestinian 
Authority of 
abuses 

Continued from pagel 
night. — 

“Despite repeated 
declarations by Presi¬ 
dent Arafat that be wEB 
end the torture and 
human-rights abuses, 
the fact is the situation 
is continuing to 
worsen,” said Mark 
Saghie, a spokesman 
for Amnesty Interna¬ 
tional in London. 

Complaints of abuse 
were routinely ignored 
and wrongdoers were 
rarely punished, the 
report concluded, leav¬ 
ing Palestinians 

increasingly afraid to 
speak out. Reprisals 
against whistle-blowers 
were common. 

Palestinian officials 
Monday acknowledged 
abases in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip 
areas under their con¬ 
trol, bnt said that the 
Palestinian National 
Authority was trying to 
curb them. 

“We know there are 
some violations of 
human rights in our 
country," said Marwrnr 
Kanafani , a top aide to 
Arafat and a member 
of tbe Palestinian Leg-' 
islative Council “We 
are against that and we 
have to find solutions 
to stop that — The only 
positive thing I could 
say now is that this is 
not tbe policy of the 
government” 

The report said that 
about 50 civili ans have 
been killed and 100 
wounded since 1994 by 
the Palestinian police. 
At least nine Palestin¬ 
ians have died either as 
a result of torture or in 
situations where tor¬ 
ture was a contributing 
factor. According to 
Palestinians inter¬ 
viewed by Amnesty 
International, interro¬ 
gation techniques 
included burning detai¬ 
nees with cigarettes, 
beating them on the 
testicles with electrical 
cables, depriving them 
-of -sleep,, suspending 
them from .hooks bn 

- the ceOing, and. forcing 
them to sit or s tand for 
as long as 20 days while 
handcuffed to a chair. 

Amnesty Interna¬ 
tional concluded that 
the virtual impunity i 
afforded to those who. 
violated human rights 
indicateed that the 
abuses were “condoned 
at the highest leveL” 

Internationa] reac¬ 
tion has been muted, 
the report sasaid, 
because the interna¬ 
tional community, in its 
desire to see peace 
readied between Israe¬ 
lis and Palestinians, 
had “subordinated 
human-rights concerns 
to the pursuit of 
peace.” In fact it said, 

- detentions of Mami e 
militants multiplied 
earlier this year after a 
series of bus bombings 
in Israel, when Arafat 
came under pressure— 
from Israel and tbe 
United States to damp 
down on those 
responsible. 

Some of the interro¬ 
gation techniques used 
against Palestinian 
detainees _ especially 
the use of sleep depri¬ 
vation and “position - 
abuse," in which the 
detainee is* held in an 
uncomfortable position 
for long periods- show 
“striking similarities’’ 
with Israeli practices 
recorded for many 
years against Palestin¬ 
ian political detainees, 
the report said. ■ 


CLASSIFIEDS 


- Soeial suryey 

• The University of Bologna 
in Italy is looking for every for¬ 
eign students (non-Italian) who 
graduated in Bologna from 
1945. An important social 
research has been started and a 
questionnaire will be sent to 
the graduates contacted. AU 
foreign graduates are kindly 
asked to write their current 
address to: (Friends or relatives 
who know useftrl information 
are asked to write to: Osservat- 
orio Statistico, Dipartimento di 
Scienze Statistiche “P. Fbrtu- 
nati”. Universita di Bologna, 
via Belle Arti "41, 40126 
Bologna BO, ITALIA 






^ Antiquarian books and old 
prints by David Roberts and W. 
H. Bartlett for sale. Views' of 
Jerusalem. The Holy Land and. 
Petra. Please call 664805. ■ 
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Trial of killer starts 

■ The court hearings of Mazen Al Masri, the one who 
poisoned to death his two children using cynide, has started 
at the Greater Criminal Court earlier this week. Despite 
confessing to the crime during interrogations. Al Masri 
rejected tin accusations against him. He said “I am not the 
accused, not guilty and what I said was a figment of my 
imagination that I will show during my defense to court’' 
The lawyer of the accused told the court that he wanted Al 
Masri to undergo medical treatment to establish his proper 
psychological stale. He said that experts from the 
University of Jordan earlier questioned the defendant’s 
psychological status, but the prosecution rejected this 
saying the court will only deal with the facts in front of 
them. In the end. the judges, headed by Dr Abed A] 
Rahman Tawfiq agreed with the prosecution and are now 
submitting evidence. Dr Tawfiq said there are no 
indications to prove that the accused is mentally disturbed. 
The case of Al Masri has rocked the nation. It was only 
after two weeks of police work that the accused was 
convicted. Al Masri gave his two children two deadly 
cynide tablets, pretending they were vitamin pills just 
before school. 

Biggest drugs case uncovered by 
police 

■ One of the biggest cases of drug smuggling was 
uncovered earlier this week. Over 80 Kilograms of Hashish 
and 14.000 captigon stimulant tablets were uncovered by 
the anti-drugs squad in the eastern part of the country 
according to the police. The drugs were found in a well 
equipped settlement of tents in the desert according to the 
head of the squad, coL. Nazieh Sharaideh. Under the guise 
of nomadic bedouins, these smugglers used their position 
to establish extensive routes with the neighboring 
countries. Part of an extensive plan, and working with the 
Badia border guards, the anti-drug squad was able to 
surround the tents which had a number of men and women 
at the time with drugs in their possession. The colonel said 
that they also found 11 rifles and machine guns and four 
pistols. 

Tourism projects to be axed 

■ The Ministry of Tourisnt is to axe seven of its projects in 
-its Environment and- Heritage Resources Department 
starting from the middle of this month. These projects are 
in the Amman Citadel, Petra. Irtrid, Madaba, Urn Qais and 
Wadi Rum. What is also worrying is that at least 600 
workers who work on these projects will be laid off. These 
are daily workers who look after about 400 families, 
although they have a limited monthly income of JD 120. 
The Ministry decided 

to axe the projects 
back in September, 
but the workers 
protested and the 
decision was put ofF 
till this month. 

However. Ministry 
officials says that 
these projects will 
really have to be cut 
because of the lack of 
central government 
funding. The 

Minister of Tourism 
Dr Saleh Irsheidat 
says that this type of 
work is temporary by 
nature and with the . , 
onset of the winter trsheuUti 
season, outside work is affected by the weather. But he also 
pointed out that there is no specific funding for these types 
of projects. He asked the Ministry of Finance to increase 
funding for these projects, but the latter would only agree 
to provide only 40 percent of what is needed. 

Unions to break away from GFTU 

■ Five trade unions are seriously thinking about breaking 
away from the General Federation of Trade Unions 
(GFTU). They are the Banker's Association, the Spinning 
and Weaving Union. Health Union, the General Services 
Union and the Electricity Workers Union. If they decide to 
go ahead with it. then this will be the first breakaway since 
the Federation was found in 1954. The five unions are 
angry with the way the GFTU handled the recent electricity 
workers strike, They have already met the Minister of 
Labor. Dr Abdel Hafiz Al Shakhanbeh. but it seems that 
the unions are dead set uppn their decision. 

Parties for the people- 

■ After taking a backseat for quite sometime, political 
parties could be back in the limelight This is not an 
altogether a bad idea since political parties should be the 
linchpin of a modern democratic society. It is with this 
view in mind that they will be holding a three-day 
conference on 16 December. For the first time political 
parties from all over the Arab World will assemble in 
Amman to create a general secretariat. The conference is 
thought to be the brainchild of Mr Suleiman Arar. the 
secretary general of the Al Musraqbal Party. The idea is to 
establish greater rapport with political parties in the Arab 
world over issues of common interest. The conference 
agenda will be full and four broad themes are going to be 
tackled. These include a reading of the general Arab 
situation which will be presented by Mr Arar. an “’Arab 
development project,” the roles of Arab parties in building 
popular solidarity and democracy and pluralism in the Arab 
world. 

Crime rate down for November 

■ Wc have another piece of good news. The crime rate has 
gone down in November according to police statistics just 
released. Crimes went down by 13-5 percent over last 
October. A total of 1017 crimes wre reported last month. 
About 28 percent of these related to burglary, 23 percent to 
minor crimes and 13 percent drunken disorderly. 

Eating in schools! 

■ It’s all doom and gloom this week 1 am afraid. One little 
6-year-old boy died instantly after earing a school 
sandwich in IrbicL His two brothers (both seven and nine 
years of age) are in a critical condition after eating school 
sandwiches. 



King Hussein expresses 
concern for peace process 



.HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
said that he was impatient 
about the peace process. 
Speaking during an interview 
with David Frost on the British 
Broadcasting Corporation he 
said “I think I am becoming a 
little impatient and a little con¬ 
cerned. Without visible 
progress in implementing 
agreements reached earlier 
between the Israeli govern¬ 
ment and the Palestinians in 
particular, we are at the mercy 
of events.” He added that 
“anything could happen that 
could throw us completely off 
the track we have chosen." 

He said that delays in Israeli 
redeployment in Hebron were 
the most urgent. Hebron 
should have been sorted out, 
“but let’s hope that it will open 
the way for further negotia¬ 
tions in terms of the final 
status negotiations that were 
agreed upon in the past so that 
we can have a happy conclu¬ 
sion, hopefully a happy one." 

He said Israeli Prime Minis¬ 
ter Benjamin Netanyahu is 
amiable but said his actions 
had not been very 
encouraging. 

"I am in a dilemma. 1 don’t 
know how one can wait and 
risk something terrible happen¬ 
ing.” He added. "Signs are not 
encouraging about the final 


status negotiations on Jerusa¬ 
lem. What I have noticed is 
that he [Netanyahu] has almost 
stuck to what he has said in 
the past May be be would tike 
to appear to have done so. But 
I believe what is needed is 
flexibility and vision, and an 
ability to arrive at something 
that is to be protected by all 
peoples in our region once and 
for all,” the King added. 

Prime Minister Abdel Karim 
Al Kabarili accused Mr Netan¬ 
yahu of double talk. Speaking 
to the Israeli Maariv newspa¬ 
per he said “We are more than 
puzzled, we are very much 
frustrated that what you hear is 
something and what you see 
on the ground is something 
else.” 

Mr Kabariti said Jordan 
urged Arab states to give 
Netanyahu a chance after his 
election as Prime Minister in 
May. “We wanted very much 
to crust Netanyahu. We gave 
Netanyahu every single chance 
and we gave him the benefit of 
the doubt, and we went to the 
Arab summit meeting and we 
worked towards convincing 
everybody that this newly 
elect prime minister needs 
time to get his act together.” 

Mr Kabariti said that before 
the Israeli elections, Netan¬ 
yahu committed himself to the 



peace process. "So we thought He said that Jordan has seen 
that he had it all worked out in "too much inconsistency com- 
his mind and he has his strat- ing out of Israel. No one can 


egy. Now the question is ‘does 
Bibi Netanyahu have a strat¬ 
egy or not?' 1 don’t know,” the 
premier added. 


make up their, mind on what 
Israel wants or is hoping for*’ 


Government gets ready to hunt 
down parties with ‘foreign links’ 

For the past two years the government has been warning political parties against 
maintaining dubious ‘foreign links”. Political parties responded that the 
government is yet to provide a proof and that it was using these allegations to 

harass opposition parties. 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
SOME JORDANIAN political 
parties are still coming under 
fire for their alleged depen¬ 
dency on external funding. 

I Political observers are talking 
about firm steps being taken 
: by the government to bring 
legal suits against a number of 
political parties, with the final 
aim of dissolving them. 
Among these parties are the 
Jordanian Arab Socialist 
Ba’ath (JASBP), the Progres¬ 
sive Arab Ba’ath (PABP), and 
the Popular Democratic Unity 
(PDUP) parties. 

The People's Democratic 
Party (Hashd) is already facing 
a legal suit over similar allega¬ 
tions. All of these parties are 
licensed and form the core of 
the 11-party opposition bloc 
led by the Islamic Action 
Front. 

For the (Mist two years the 
government has been warning 
political parties against main¬ 
taining dubious “foreign 
links”. Political parties 
responded that the government 
is yet to provide a proof and 
that it was using these allega¬ 
tions to harass opposition 
parties. 

Sources told The Star that 
the Ministry of Interior is 
working diligently tu uncuvcr 
evidence to implicate certain 
parties. The same sources said 
that the Ministry will soon file 
charges against them. 

Government efforts have- 
intensified since His Majesty 
King Hussein criticized politi¬ 
cal parties which, he said, have 
organizational and financial 
links with outside forces. 

In his Speech from The 
Throne, opening the ordinary 
session of Parliament last 
month, the King said, "The 
attempt by some who are mis¬ 
guided and blinded enough to 
adopt. examples from those 
who are way behind us in 
achievement and development 
is mily pitiful. These are futile 
efforts in search of abstract 
roles or cheap external 
funding.” 

Observers believe such 


Royal remarks are being taken 
by the government as a “green 
light” to start a campaign 
against those parties who have 
financial and oiganizational 
relations with foreign parties 
and may be receiving instruc¬ 
tions from abroad. Also in a 
previous letter, the King asked 
the Prime Minister to take 
measures to deal 'witifthis 
issue.’’" ' 1 

' Actf&p'tiftg" funds 'TroW “for¬ 
eign parties is a serious accu¬ 
sation. Article 24 of the Politi¬ 
cal Parties Law states that 
anyone who is known to 
receive external funding faces 
a fine of JD 2000, a prison 
sentence of up to two years or 
both penalties. 

Article 19 of the same law 
categorically states that parties 
should be financially indepen¬ 
dent and that financing 
received should be from inside 
the country. 

The law also emphasized 
that political parties must be 
organizationally and politi¬ 
cally independent and must 
not have outside links. 

But legal experts are on 
opposite sides concerning the 
identification of parties who 
are linked to outside forces. 
“Licensing parties is based on 
their political programs and 
internal by-laws and as long as 
their agendas are Jordanian in 
concept they remain legal,” 
said Dr Ratib Al Jonaidi, a law 
expert and a researcher in Jor¬ 
danian political affairs. “Coor¬ 
dination with non-Jordanian 
parties is not a link, as long as 
the internal structure of the 
party is independent, and as 
long as the party is already 
legalized by the government.” 

Lawyer Mohamad Al 
Sobaihi stands on the opposite 
side of the debate. Through his 
numerous articles in the daily 
and weekly press, he believes 
dial there are parties that 
receive instructions from out¬ 
side forces, and therefore are 
violating the .Political Parties 
Law. Al Sobaihi points the fin¬ 
ger to the leftist parties. 

The four parties who are on 
the spot are known as the his- 



• Celebrating the season of “Beaujohns nouveau”, a 
French red wine, a reception was held at the Forte Grand 
Hotel, 27 November. The event was organized by Air 
France, the French Embassy and the Forte Grand. It was 
attended by a number of travel agents and invited guests. 


tori cal opposition parties in the 
country. At one stage of their 
history they formed the bulk of 
the anti-regime movement 
They were illegal and they 
worked underground until 
1989. 

The government is now talk¬ 
ing about intelligence reports 
r and documents that charges 
: some high ranking tqembers in 
.‘■these parties of attending 
organizational meetings of par¬ 
ties in other countries, and of 
receiving funds from outside 
organizations. 

JASBP, which was founded 
in the early 1940s and is 
strongly rooted in the south of 
the country, adopts a pan-Arab 
program which is aligned with 
that of the ruling Ba'ath party 
in Iraq.' During the bread riots 
that took place in the south of 
the country last August, the 
government accused the Iraqi 
'Ba’ath party and its Jordanian 
counterpart of being behind 
the* events. A number of acti¬ 
vists affiliated with the party 
were arrested. 

The Iraqi Ba'ath and our 
party hive the same pan- 
Arabist principles. We are also 
part of the pan-Arab move¬ 
ment in the Arab world,” said 
lawyer Ahmad Al Najdawi, 
spokesman of the JASBP. 
“But each party has its inde¬ 
pendent internal platform.” 

1 “We strongly reject any out¬ 
side finance. If they point fin¬ 
gers to Iraq, everybody knows 
that Iraq needs finance, not 
vice versa,” he added. 

Syria’s ruling Ba'ath party, 
its program and ideas, find 
sympathy with the PABP-rthe 
latter is known for organizing 
scholarships to high school 
graduates in Jordan. Accord¬ 
ing to some intelligence 
reports, those students must be 
members of the Ba'ath party 
as a condition to be accepted 
in Syrian universities. 

Both Hashd and the PDUP 
arc being accused for their 
links to two Marxist Palestin¬ 
ian factions; the Damascus- 
based DFLP and PFLP. Both 
oppose the Palestinian peace 


A - new transport • • 
'agreement was : signed •, 
between Israel and Jor¬ 
dan this Week- Accord¬ 
ing to the Minister of 
-Transport,' Mr Nasser 
Al Lawz^the agreement 
-replaces an eariBer one 
-between-the-two court-. 


nlajci: trucks wffl oow be 
aMefojjo right up to-. 

destination - Jn 
Israel bna tMoor bf, 
dbbr &asfc/’ The same 
goes' for . Israeli tracks: 


oh I January. 

. The. new system witf 

provide better fedHtfes 
and incentives for Jor¬ 
danian 'j exporters and 
carriers,. Also; it wM 
lead.to a - redaction.In 
transport feesand it wfll 
aste • time. • • 


agreements with Israel. 

Hashd’s case is already in 
court Based on a report from 
the General Intelligence 
Department (GID) last year, 
the then Minister of Interior 
requested the Prosecutor Gen¬ 
eral to take legal action against 
Hasbd. 

The GID based its. ijepoft on 
statements by a splinter group 
of Hashd. which later'joined 
other' parties. The group 
accused the leadership of 
Hashd of being both finan¬ 
cially and organizationally 
dependent on the Damascus- 
based the Democratic Front 
fqr the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP). 

In a surprise step, three for¬ 
mer high ranking Hasbd offi¬ 
cials testified against their 
party leadership last month. 
The three testimonies were try¬ 
ing to prove that Hashd is 
receiving finance and direc¬ 
tives from the DFLP. 

“We axe comfortable 
towards the process of the 
trial ” said Mr Salim Al Nahas 
the general secretary of Hashd. 

• “There is no evidence against 
us, what was said in the conrt 
was accusations by separatists 
who delivered their personal 
antipathy against the party.” 
Al Nahas confirmed that 
Hasbd is an independent party, 
and that those who have some¬ 
thing else to say are welcome 
to prove iL 

Lower House deputy Bas- 
sam Haddad in left Hasbd two 
years ago in protest of what be 
said was the connection of 
Hashd to the DFLP both 
organizationally and finan¬ 
cially. Haddad in was also 
fighting for the “Joidanianiza- 
tion" of Hashd. 

Observers' believe that the 
issue might involve several 
other parties, if the govern¬ 
ment does not ,find a proper 
definition to what “links to 
outside parties” really means. 

One political observer 
mused that if the term “link” is 
left loose and undefined, the 
government could end up 
accusing the Jordanian Com¬ 
munist Party of links to Saudi 
Arabia because the party took 
a stand against Iraq in the post 
Gulf War.B 



Wasfi Ted’s legacy lingers 

■ Twenty-teve years after the assassination of Wasfi Al Tal, 
his legacy as a statesman lingers. Fra- generations of Jordani¬ 
ans, from aD origins, Wasfi was a man of integrity and politi¬ 
cal leadership. But as 

- much as the great man 
continues to cast his 
shadow over the politi¬ 
cal life of Jordan, much 
remains to be known 
about his thought and 
style of, government, 
especially among the 
younger people. To 
mark the anniversary of 
bis untimely death, a 
ceremony was held 
near the rite where he 
now rests last week. 

Much has been written 
about him in the local 
press and JTV aired a 
special documentary 
that presented witness 
accounts about the 

man's life, ideas, leadership and death. What is probably 
worrying today is that certain politically-instigated elements 
in the Jordanian society are trying to rewrite Wasfi’s history, 
redraw his image and redefine his legacy. They are doing a 
great injustice to the man. Wasfi’s nationalism was pure and 
unblemished, his patriotism was whole and undivided, his 
commitment to Arab causes, particularly Palestine, sincere 
and courageous. That is why his assassination was much 
mare than a physical liquidation, but of an attempt to destroy 
his virion at a time when the Arab world was in a state of 
■ disarray, when Jordan was healing its wounds and when Pal¬ 
estine appeared as a lost cause. Wasfi Al Tal was one of 
those men who had courage and commitment He belonged 
to all Jordanians. 

Kabariti’s chivalry wins the day 

■ The case of Karak deputy Nazih Ammarin has been put to 
rest The Lower House turned down his resignation on Mon¬ 
day after Prime Minister 
Abdel Karim Al Kaba¬ 
riti publicly apologized 
for his behavior in the 
wake of the so-called 
bread riots more than 
two months ago. 

Only one deputy 
voted for accepting the 
resignation. Kabariti’s 
gesture of apologizing 
to Ammarin and appeal¬ 
ing to him to withdraw 
his resignation has been 
described by deputies, 
including Ammarin 
himself, as an expres¬ 
sion of "political chiv¬ 
alry" and as a “noble Ammarui 
and courageous” initia¬ 
tive. So what promised 

to be as a tense and electrifying session ended as, to borrow 
from local reporters who covered the session, “a democratic 
festival.” Ammarin was carried oyer the shoulders of fellow 
deputies while Mr Kabariti received praise from hcross the 
hall including IAF deputies, who played a success Ail 1 recon- 
ciliatory role. A happy ending to a story that began with alle¬ 
gations of persona] insults over the phone by Mr Kabariti 
against deputy Ammarin while he was in Karak apparently 
trying to mediate between the governor and rioters. 

In his public address Monday, the prime minister revealed 
that he had already apologized to deputy Ammarin before 
His Majesty King Hussein some time following the Karak 
incident. He said that he had kissed deputy Ammarin’s fore¬ 
head in a gesture to ask for his forgiveness. In return, deputy 
Ammarin said that he was impressed with Mr Kabariti's 
words, but that he would still like to read a statement 
explaining his position before allowing the House to vote on 
his resignation: He said he will respect the House's verdict. 
Eventually he was talked out of reading die statement, which 
explained the background of the Karak riot*, which he said 
was not a political rebellion. 

As is usually the case, political observers—those invisible 
but ubiquitous lot who know it all—believe the real winners, 
as opposite to die not-so-real winners, were Mr Kabariti who 
made a socoessful comeback to die House he helped divide 
only one extraordinary session ago; and the Islamic bloc, 
which dictated the behind-tbe-scene moves while deputy 
Ammarin was thinking about how to respond to Kabariti's 
overture. 

Mr Kabariti walked out of the House a different man; 
Now he was being described by his opponents as chivalrous, 
bold, manly and politically courageous. Few weeks ago the 
opposition had a very different view of Kabariti. As to Jorda¬ 
nian democracy emerging as a winner, well, we wily have to 
wait and see. The session is young, the agenda fresh and full 
and the real issues remain poised to be tackled.! 
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Jordan at odds with Isreali options 

JORDANIAN DIPLOMACY has clearly taken a sharp tum into putting additional 
pressure on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. This week's statements by 
His Majesty King Hussein to the BBC and Prime Minister Abdel Karim Kabariti's 
interview with the Israeli paper Ma'rive indicate a growing distrust of Netanyahu in 
contrast to Jordan’s position of him after his election victory last May. Of course 
Jordan is not alone in criticizing the Israeli leader and his government's policies. Mr 
Netanyahu is being bashed by everybody these days and it is becoming the norm 
rather than the exception to hear statements by a European leader criticizing Israel 
and its leadership for stalling on its implementation of the Oslo accords. But the 
Jordanian official position must be hurting Netanyahu’s image in Israel. Until his 
election, Jordan was viewed by Israelis as the Arab country which has moved closer 
than any to build a warm and genuine peace with Israel. King Hussein is admired 
and respected by ail Israelis regardless of their political convictions and affiliation. 

At the same time, the King's open frustration with the Netanyahu government re¬ 
flects a worrying perception of the path the Israeli leader is taking. After giving him 
the benefit of the doubt, Jordan today has little faith left in Mr Netanyahu’s sinceri¬ 
ty in keeping Israel committed to the peace pledges it had made with the Palestin¬ 
ians and to others who are party to the Middle East peace process. 

With such bleak developments one can hardly see a glimpse of hope left to bank 
on. The Israeli leader seems adamant to carry out a program of expanding Israeli 
settlements in the Palestinian territories while doing his best to delay any real 
progress in implementing agreements reached with the Palestinians. It is not an un¬ 
derstatement to say that the peace process that was bom in Madrid, developed and 
boosted in Washington. Oslo. Araba, Cairo and Taba, is on the brink of total col¬ 
lapse. 

What is worse than a collapse in the peace process is the alternative that is left to 
fill the vacuum. The Palestinians are being driven towards despair and confronta¬ 
tion, while Israel's peace partners like Jordan and Egypt can no longer stem the 
wave of public anger aimed at Israel and its provocations. 

Netanyahu’s choices in the coming days will be indicative of the shape of things 
to come. If he chooses to ignore the signals and warnings that are being sent by 
world leaders, then he will have to ready himself for all options. These options are 
bad for all. But most of all it is Israel that stands to lose a rare historical opportuni¬ 
ty, created by the sharp political upheavals in the aftermath of the Gulf War. to 
strike peace deals with its neighbors and embark on an era of peace and regional 
cooperation. By wasting this chance, Israel and its leadership risk dragging the en¬ 
tire region into a state of tension, military build up and even war. 

We don’t believe that Israelis will opt for that alternative even if their leadership 
is foolishly moving that way. Mr Netanyahu can ignore warnings coming from 
abroad, but he must listen to pleas voiced by his own countrymen. ■ 


& 


Prime Minister Abdel Karim Kabariti hugs PNA president Yasser Arafat. Mr Kabarili 
paid a one-day visit to Jericho last week to express solidarity with the Palestinians. 
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Looking for a better future 


By Raif Najim 

THE PRESENT features be- 
tween Arab and Islamic states 
are characterized with antipa¬ 
thy and even repulsion: Iraq v. 
Syria. Egypt v. Libya and Qa¬ 
tar v. Saudi Arabia. 

The same exists between the 
people of states like Algeria, 
Afghanistan. Kurdistan and 
Egypt 

The Gulf War turned the cri¬ 
sis between Israel and the Arab 
nation into a "twin crisis" be¬ 
tween Israel and every other 
Arab state. These include: Is¬ 
rael v. Syria and Lebanon. This 
has broken up Arab solidarity 
into fragments. Even the “unit¬ 
ed Syrian and Lebanese issue" 
is now broken up into two por¬ 
tions. 

The population of the Arab 
and Islamic states is estimated 
at 1.25 billion. But their politi¬ 
cal and economic development 
lags far behind. This is inspite 
of their real riches, that include 
oil. gold, raw materials, and ag¬ 
ricultural land. Western oppres¬ 
sion. occupation and posses¬ 
sion of oil is another factor for 
underdevelopment 

The Americans consider the 
Arab's oil as their own. and the 
Arabs are "neighbors or just 
guards of that oil. 

Also American policy seeks 
to discourage and prevent the 
use of Arab agriculture in the 
most effective way. This is the 
case of the vast lands in Sudan. 
The idea there has been to 
block the country from grow¬ 
ing wheat so as to increase its 
dependence on American com. 


Inspite of the huge agricultu¬ 
ral land in Sudan, Egypt. Syria, 
and Iraq, and inspire of the ex¬ 
istence of rivers, the Arabs are 
far from self-sufficient in food 
security. 

Today. Arab states spend 
more than S80 billion on their 
import food bill and other luxu¬ 
rious items from the Western 
countries. 

Hence, there should be eco¬ 
nomic integration between 
Arab and Islamic states to limit 
dependence on the West. 

On the other hand, the Jeru¬ 
salem issue should be an auxil¬ 
iary factor for conciliation and 
understanding between Arab 
and Islamic states. It should not 
be a factor of divergence and 
dissimilarity. 

The judaization of Al Quds 
A sharif will be fait accompli 
unless Arab and -Islamic lead¬ 
ers abandon and eliminare their 
differences, and establish real 
Islamic solidarity between 
them and their nations. 

Only then, the Arabs and 
Muslims can expea a real Is¬ 
lamic action for the liberation 
of Al Quds Asharif. 

The Israeli authorities act ac¬ 
cording to a well-planned Zion¬ 
ist strategy. Arab action nowa¬ 
days however is but a reaction 
to every Israeli aggressive 
move. It is not of a continuous 
nature. The Israelis on the oth¬ 
er hand take every opportunity' 
to violate International law, 
and the human and legitimate 
rights of the Palestinians in Je¬ 
rusalem and in the West Bank. 

The self authority which 
thev Granted to the Palestinians 



should be a transitional 
stage for the state of Pal¬ 
estine. 

All governments of Is¬ 
rael up till today refused 
the resolutions issued by A 
the Security Council. UN 1 
and UNESCO, which J 
called on Israel to with- 1 
draw from the Occupied ] 
Territories including Je- j 
rusalem. 

The governments of Is- 
rael do"not differ in their | flf 
strategy, whether they are |H| 
Labor or Likud They dif- jf&j 
fer only in the tactics. j§gj 

Although Israel refuses jgji 
to stand by the interna- HI 
tional resolutions, and 
opposed the Palestinians Najim 
uprising by breaking the 
bones of Palestinian children 
and killing some of them, yet it 
is not accused of terrorism or 
extremism. 

On the contrary, it is the Pal¬ 
estinians who are accused of 
terrorism and extremism. The 
Palestinian reaction is a result 
of the violations to their human 
rights and is a result of the frus¬ 
tration to Israeli action. 

Israel has now seven atomic 
energy’ research centers ar Dai- 
mona. Sourik. Udifar, Aila- 
boun, Ya’koub Well. Kfar Zak- 
ariya and Palmikeen. Atomic 
radiation was recorded from 
Daimona on both sides of Israel 
and Jordan. Also radiation from 
Sourik site was recorded due to 
the Radon Gas. which has a ra¬ 
diation effect of 50.000 bafceril, 
while the allowed limit is only 
200. Inspite of all this danger. 
Israel refuses to sign the agree¬ 
ment to stop atomic re- 
: search. It is the Arab 
1 states who were called 
j upon to sign such an 
-j agreement 
I Israel did not use the 
! atomic weapon in its 
t j previous wars when 
I the Israeli-Arab crisis 

I was at its heights. 
However, today it still 
insists on keeping 
those centers of atomic 
research and produc¬ 
tion. Israel wants to 
continue to maintain its 
superiority over the 
Arab nation. 

If Israel really wants 
peace with the Arabs it 
must drop the expres¬ 
sions it never ceases to 
reiterate on every occa¬ 
sion. These include: 


■ Jerusalem is the eternal 
united capital. 

■ The Israelis are the fa¬ 
vourable nation to God 

■ Palestine is the land of Is¬ 
rael. 

■ No return for the Palestin¬ 
ian refugees. 

H Settlements should be 
constructed and expanded all 
over the land. 

If Israel would like to 
achieve peace in Jerusalem, it 
should agree to have two capi¬ 
tals in the holy city, one for Is¬ 
rael and one for the Palestinian 
state. It should stop immediate¬ 
ly the so-called security block¬ 
ade around Jerusalem, which is 
in fact an economic blockade 
against the Arabs living in the 
city. 

If peace is found in Jerusa¬ 
lem. it is found all over the 
world. If peace is lost in Jerusa¬ 
lem. it is lost of all over the 
world. Peace is not a word on 
paper, but it is an implementa¬ 
tion on land. Peace needs jus¬ 
tice, without which it is a call 
for surrender, and the Arab Na¬ 
tion will never surrender, and 
will take the opportunity when 
the status quo changes. The 
present situation of weakness 
will never continue. So let us 
hope For the future, pray for the 
future and work hard for the fu- 


An Islamic thinker, and 
the vice president of the 
Royal Committee for the 
Restoration ofAIAqsa 
Mosque 



The peace camp’s shame 

The leftist camp is half of Israel and it isn’t the weak half. It still 
controls most of the economic resources, the key positions, the 
intellectual and cultural creative forces. 


By Uri Avnery 

PEOPLE USED to say to my 
German-bom mother-in-law, 
“You’ve lived in Israel for 50 
years and you still don’t speak 
Hebrew. Aren't you ashamed?” 

“Of course I’m ashamed." 
she would respond. But it's 
much easier to be ashamed 
than to leant Hebrew!” 

One might pose a similar 
‘^lestion to half of Israel’s pop¬ 
ulation, the secular-democratic, 
half. 

“You’ve taken a hard blow. 
Why aren't you fighting back!" 
Why arc you in the depths of 
despair?' 

The answer, of course, is 
that It is much easier to lan¬ 
guish in despair than gear up 
for a fight. 

Our state, for which many of 
us have spilled our blood, is 
being ravaged before our eyes. 

The religious-haredi camp, 
numbering less than one-fifth 
of the population, in close part¬ 
nership with the nationalist- 
rightist minority is attacking 
the very foundations of our 
country—our courts, our Knes¬ 
set, our educational system, our 
media, our army, and our sci¬ 
entific and cultural institutions. 

Meanwhile the other camp, 
which lost the election by a 
mere 30.000 votes, stands by 
transfixed like a rabbit about to 
be devoured by a snake. This 
camp's sole response to its po¬ 
litical defeat was a series of 
sand memorial rallies to its 
slain leader. 

Even the mourning cannot 
obscure the peace camp's 
shame. The hundreds of thou¬ 
sands gathered at Rabin Square 
were not even asked for a con¬ 
tribution for a memorial site 
for Rabin (a shekel per head 
would have sufficed!). It has 
been built instead with a dona¬ 
tion from a controversial Ger¬ 
man Jewish millionaire. 

Half of Israel seems to be 
wallowing in resignation. 
“Everything's lost,,.. “It’s time 
to pack..." After all they multi¬ 
ply so quickly, in a few years 
they will be the majority." And 
the obvious conclusion; 
“There’s nothing we can do." 

The elections demonstrated 
that the public is split into five 



Avnery 


blocs. The rightist camp is 
compromised of the haredi- 
religious bloc, the Oriental- 
secu I ar-traditional bloc 
and the Russian bloc. The 
Ashkenazi made up the 
leftist camp. 

But in politics nothing 
is a given. The division 
between the camps is not 
by divine decree. To 
move the dividing line re- I 
quires a fight. We must 
fight for the Oriental pub¬ 
lic and for the Russian 
public. If the available 
means are not suitable, 
other means must be used 
instead. 

The tens of thousands 
of young people shewn 
on TV huddled over me¬ 
morial candies could tum 
into warrior troops just 
like Habad. They need 
leadership, a fighting spir¬ 
it and a call to arms for a 
massive political struggle. 

The definitive battle, 
however, will not be 
fought in the political but 
in the ideological arena. 

The peace camp's de¬ 
spair comes from its im¬ 
plicit acceptance of the 
point of this rabbinical 
story: Two cans are pro¬ 
ceeding in opposite direc¬ 
tions on a narrow bridge. 

The religious cart is load¬ 
ed. the secular cart is 
empty. The empty cart, 
naturally, should give 
way to the full one. ■■■ 


This is a grotesque distortion 
of reality. The secular can is 
loaded with living content, 
open to world culture. And the 
bridge, as someone comment¬ 
ed. is wide with many lanes; 
and it can accommodate our 
cart along with many others." 

What we need is a large 
committee of respected individ¬ 
uals — from the literary world,' 
from film and theatre, from the 
media. law. science and educa¬ 
tion. from the army and the 
economy, Jews and Arabs, men 
and women — to wage the un¬ 
relenting ideological media bat¬ 
tle of the secular, democratic, 
liberal, peace-supporting socie¬ 
ty against its adversaries. 

We must also have task forc¬ 
es to create facts on the ground, 
in kindergartens, schools, in 
school curricula, and in scien¬ 
tific and cultural institutions. 

The fight must take place not 


only in Herzliya but also in Of- 
akim, Sderot and Kiiyat Shmo- 
na. New structures must be 
created wherever they are 
needed, to compete with the 
proselytizers and the haredi 
sects. Extensive funds must be 
mobilized to direct such a vast 
operation. 

The leftist camp is half of Is¬ 
rael and it isn’t the weak half. 
It still controls most of (he eco¬ 
nomic resources, the key posi¬ 
tions, the intellectual and.cultu¬ 
ral creative forces. 

If all these elements were to 
unite, intent on fighting for the 
survival of our state, our socie¬ 
ty and our values, who could 
withstand the attack? ■ 

Avnery is a leading 
figure in the Peace Now. 
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Scandal in 
Turkey 

HARDLY ANY of the 
official Turkish media,, 
apart from the privately 
owned ones, mentioned 
anything about the re-, 
cent crisis that has been 
gripping Turkey for the 
last week or so. 

In the international 
press, nothing of any 
worth has been men¬ 
tioned about a simple, 
yet tragic traffic acci¬ 
dent. It involved one 
Turkish member of Par¬ 
liament who was se¬ 
verely injured, one re¬ 
tired high ranking 
police officer who lost 
her life, and one right- 
wing militant who was 
wanted for murder, and 
his female companion. 

There was also plenty 
of talk about the disap¬ 
pearance of some'pi5toi 
silencers in the back of 
the car of death, which 
does not justify, even to 
the most naive among 
us ..the love for guns. 

The story has become 
most intriguing due to 
the odd relationship of 
this triangle. Many 
questions are now 
raised regarding an MP 
from the south east re¬ 
gion of Turkey, known 
for his anti-PKK senti¬ 
ments. his friendship 
with a retired police of¬ 
ficer, and a wanted 
well-known right-wing 
activist 

Some scenarios have 
linked the relationship 
to Mafia concerns, par¬ 
ticularly the control of 
gambling casinos, oth¬ 
ers have brought up the 
narcotics trade and 
linked the accident to 
the warfare of criminal 
clans. 

However, with some 
diligent Turkish inde¬ 
pendent research, the 
picture has become 
clearer. It is argued that 
this triangular relation¬ 
ship has a similar root 
in Europe and specifi¬ 
cally in Italy, with the 
idea born in the CIA 
headquarters, in Lang¬ 
ley. 

Five years ago some¬ 
thing of this nature 
came to the forefront 
with the discovery of an. 
organization under the 
name of "Gladip.” This 
was for the purpose of 
combatting a hypotheti¬ 
cal communist army in¬ 
vading western Europe. 
Non-happened and non- 
existed. 

This existence of 
such secretive organiza¬ 
tions that are well- 
financed and connected 
to centers of power in 
Turkey must not drag it 
into mayhem. Turkey 
could well do away 
with thaL 

We are confident that 
Turkey follow a most 
moderate policies of 
Turkey, as well as the 
level headedness of the 
Turkish leadership.) 
They must be aware of 
the dangers of the exis¬ 
tence of an extra-legal 
organizations in their 
midst. ' 

Such troubles are be¬ 
coming nowadays all 
too familiar. The Soviet, 
invasion of Afghanistan 
has been the sole pur¬ 
pose for the creation of 
American- backed Mu¬ 
jahideen forces. The in¬ 
vasion was over, even 
the Soviet Union is 
over, and yet the Muja¬ 
hideen are out and 
about practicing the ait 
that the CIA has at¬ 
tempted to sweep under 
the carpet, without 
much success, 
i The same has hap¬ 
pened in. Italy, with ur-. 
ban guerrilla warfare, 
and gradually the prote¬ 
ges of Langley are be¬ 
coming more apparent 
in Turkey. What is next 
and where? ■ 
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Business 
scene 


■ Jordanian exports to 

Arab countries over the 
first five months of this 
year reached JD 153 mil¬ 
lion. The exports include 
foodstuff. live animals, 
soft drinks, cigarettes, 
lubricating oils, chemi¬ 
cals, equipment and 

other manufactured 
commodities. 

■ The International 

Company for Industrial, 
•Commercial and Touris¬ 
tic Investments has 

signed contracts with 

French and British com¬ 
panies to prepare and 
execute designs and 

schemes for the Hilton 
and Sheraton five-stars 
hotels in Amman. The 
company's paid-up capi¬ 
tal is JD 14 million. The 
costs of these hotels are 
estimated at JD 48 mil¬ 
lion. The construction of 
the Sheraton Hotel will 
start next October and 
open in April 1998. The 
300-room hotel costs JD 
27 million. The costs of 
the Hilton Hotel is JD 21 
million, it has 226 rooms 
and will be opened in the 
same year. There are 
other 12 hotel projects to 
be executed in Jordan at 
a cost of JD 150 million. 

■ Jordanian exports to 
Saudi Arabia last year 
were estimated at $100 
million compared with 
imports of SI30 million 
from Saudi markets. 
These record a sharp rise 
of 100% as Jordanian 
exports to Saudi Arabia 
reached JD 54 million in 
the first half of this year. 
The Saudi technical team 
who visited Jordan 
recently, headed by 
Hamid A1 Oufi 
expressed his satisfaction 
with the advanced tech¬ 
nology used in Jordan by 
agricultural firms. Saudi 
Arabia is expected to 
double its imports from 
Jordan, particularly after 
the signing of the com¬ 
mercial agreement 
between the two coun¬ 
tries three months ago. 

■ The volume of 
bounced cheques over 
the first half of this year 
rose to 20700 cheques 
valued at JD 216.7 mil¬ 
lion. Bounced cheque 
averaged JD 1048 com¬ 
pared with JD 910 last 
year. The reasons behind 
this phenomenon are the 
economic recession and 
the shortage in domestic 
liquidity. 

■ The Industrial Devel¬ 
opment Bank has granted 
104 loans at a total of JD 
22.6 million in the first 
six months of this year. 
These loans went mainly 
to the tourism and indus¬ 
trial sectors. 


Jordanian electricity sector comes 

nearer to privatization 


AMMAN (Star)—In its efforts 
to sell large chunks of state 
industries, the government this 
week embarked on a program 
that will eventually lead to the 
privatization of electricity. 

One of the most important 
companies in the country, the 
government is pursuing a two- 
step strategy to privatize the JD 
230 million industry. 

What happened this week 
was the conversion of the Jor¬ 
dan Electric Power Authority 
(JEPA) into a National Electric 
Power Company, says the Min¬ 
ister of Energy Hashim Ai Dab- 


bas. Electricity is still in gov¬ 
ernment hands but it is to be 
wholly run on commercial 
basis. 

It can be argued that this step 
mil allow the government to 
fatten die industry further and 
increase its profitability so it 
can sell it at a higher price 
when the time comes. 

The authority has ma n aged 
to electrify 99 percent of the 
country at the highest interna¬ 
tional standards, according to 
Mohammad Said Arafeh, the 
director of JEPA. 

Minister Al Dabbas says that 


electricity is a vital factor for 
life and industry and a reflec¬ 
tion of the level of progress. 

The first electric power com¬ 
pany in the country was estab¬ 
lished in 1938. This was fol¬ 
lowed by another firm in Zerqa. 
Both were merged into one. In 
1961, the North Electric Power- 
Company was established in 
Irbid and was able to provide 
electricity to many areas m the 
Kingdom, Al Dabbas says. 

In 1967, the government 
established the Jordan Electric 
Power Authority. The govern¬ 
ment became responsible for 
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Fair designed to attract 
mutual trade between 
region and world 


By Manther Ham dan 

Star Staff Writer 

UNDER THE patronage of the 
Minister of State, Mr Mifleh Al 
Reheimi, the Middle East Inter¬ 
national Trade Fair was inau¬ 
gurated last Sunday at the 
Amman International Exhibi¬ 
tion in Marj Al Homam. 

The fair, in which 32 local 
and international companies 
are participating in, is a step 
towards putting. Jordan on the 
right course with regard to rfic 
development of its commercial 
and industrial sectors. Other 
companies participating in the 
fair are from Brazil, Italy, the 
Czech Republic and Syria. 

The exhibition is an opportu¬ 
nity for businessmen to get 


acquainted with the latest tech¬ 
nology employed by foreign 
companies. 

A large number of light and 
heavy industries were on dis¬ 
play. Those were metal cutters, 
stone processors and hydrome¬ 
chanics. Light industries prod¬ 
ucts included coffee machines, 
ceramics, and readymade wear. 

Companies all over the 
world are thinking seriously of 
marketing their products in the 
Middle East as a possible thriv¬ 
ing outlet. 

Jordan is one of those coun¬ 
tries which has a strategic loca¬ 
tion and a potential to promote 
its commercial and industrial 
development 

Beside its efforts towards 
reforming the economy and 
attracting investments. Jordan 
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can serve as a crossing point 
for foreign products to other 
regional countries. “Most of the 
foreign companies have been 
invited to Jordan for the first 
time" said Muniher Al Tamimi, 
the marketing manager of Uni¬ 
versal Exhibition Corp. He told 
The Star that the fair is a 
chance for these companies to 
have agents in Jordan. 

The Italian section in the fair 
.is the biggest one as 28 Italian 
companies are participating. In 
the last-three years, the Italian 
Institute for Foreign Trade has 
been responsible for increasing 
the participation of the Italian 
companies in the region. 

“The reason behind the 
imminent presence of the Ital¬ 
ian companies in the fair is that 
because Italy is the second 
importer from and fourth 
exporter to Jordan,” sdfd Mr 
Raffaele De Benedicts^ the 
charge d’affaires of the Italian 
Embassy. Asked if Jordanian 
companies can be competitive 
to other foreign companies, he 
said that there are some fields 
like water isolation which Jor¬ 
dan can improve. “For mutual 
benefits, there can be joint 
ventures between Jordan and 
other countries displaying their 
products in the fair,” he added. 
The fair ends today, Thursday 


Veterinary vaccine project signed 


AN AGREEMENT was signed this week 
between the Minister of P lanning Dr 
Rima Khalaf and the German Ambassa¬ 
dor in Amman Dr Heinrich Reiner that 
aims at further technical cooperation 
between Jordan and Germany. 

The agreement centers on aid for the 
“Production of Veterinary Vaccines and 
Sera,” a project that is carried out by the 
Jordan Center for Veterinary Vaccines 
(JCW), In cooperation with GeseOschalt 
fur Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) in 


Germany. 

This is die final phase of the project 
and Germany has now contributed DM 
9.7 million to the project 

The aim of the project is to enable die 
JCW to supply the Jordanian market 
with high-quality veterinary vaccines. In 
the current phase, the JCW will be con¬ 
verted into an independent enterprise ran 
on commercial basis. 

The project .started in 1986 and is 
scheduled to continue until 1997. ■ 
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generating aad .distributing 
electricity white the electric 
power companies in Amman 
and irbid were stig operating in 
the districts. 

power generating fo Jorfan 
is high and will be saffuaemtiu 
at least the year 2005. But there 
is not so much strata <as much 
as dependence on oil toe] from 
outside- The minister says that 
35 percent of fuel consumption • 
in the Kingdom is used fer gen¬ 
erating electricity. 

Over the years, the electric¬ 
ity authority has become one of 
the major industries in the 
country. Its total investment* 
expenditure is about JD 5(» 
million. At present, its tota? 
assets are JD 1100 million. 

“We have retained revenues 
for consultation estimated at S 6 
million," the minister adds. 
“The foundation of a national 
electric power company to run 
according to commercial basis 
is a step towards privatization 
and openness." It would mean 
greater competition and finan¬ 
cial independence, the minister 
says. 

Later on, the Ministry of 
Energy will offer licenses for 
other power companies. These 
national companies will be in 
charge of producing and dis¬ 
tributing electricity. 

. This is in line with the gov¬ 
ernment philosophy which is to 
reduce monopolistic control, 
increase competition and 
upgrade the standard of ser¬ 
vices offered to citizens. 

The role of government will 
be to provide energy strategies 
and long-term planing. 




Dabbas 

' There are 2523 employed, in 
the electricity sector. With the 
creation of the company, these 
jwbricers will be reduced. But 
0 * workers needn’t worry. 
Arafeh says that a decision has 
afeeaty been made to transfer 
there, workers into the Ministry 
of Energy. The workers will 
have their full rights and 
allowances. 

The^Mimster said that the 
new company will be linked to 
the Mihisbry of Industry and 
Commerce (as it is the case 
with other companies in the 
Kingdom). The company's 
total capital reserve is JD 270 
million. 

But what will happen to 
electricity prices, people are 
wondering. With every new 
move to the private sector, one 
can expect a rise in prices. Dr 
Dabbas, however, raid that the 
government won't make such 
increase at the present time. ■ 


24 Jordanian projects to 
be discussed at Cairo 
economic summit 

AMMAN (Star)—As the countdown to the Cairo Economic Sum¬ 
mit begins. Jordan unveils 24 projects* in the fields of energy, 
mining, transport, tourism, communications and electricity which 
it will submit to the venue on 11 October. 

Jordanian companies from the public and private sectors are 
also to participate in the summit. Dr Yousef Mansour of the Min¬ 
istry of Planning said. 

There are still doubts if the Cairo economic Summit will- bc~ 
convened on time. However, all participating countries have al-* 
ready prepared their projects. 

A book is to be issued containing further details of those 24 
projects in addition to booklets on investment in Jordan and the 
new economic regulations. 

Jordanian projects have a more local angle rather than a region¬ 
al one. Dr Mansour said. 

He also maintained that the new economic regulations will lead 
to a noticeable progress in Jordan’s economy. The custom’s law 
will mean more trading, because the price of commodities will be 
lowered and raise the level of productivity and income of citi¬ 
zens. 

The law of securities will increase the competence of the finan¬ 
cial markets, and the new International Trade Law will protect 
the local industries against flotation. Tins will lead to new job op¬ 
portunities in the private sector. 

Adopting these new economic regulations by the Jordanian 
government, will have a positive effect on the list of projects that 
are to be discussed in tire summit. This will also help Jordan to 
fulfill its objective to be a centre for commerce in the region. Dr 
Mansour added. ■ 


Saudi-Cairo Bank 
receives lower rating 

CAPITAL INTELLIGENCE announced that it has downgraded 
the long-term rating of Saudi-Cairo Bank (SGB) from BBS to 
BBB-. The bank's short-term rating is reaffirmed at A-2 and a 
stable outlook has been assigned for the next 12 months. 

With total assets of $5 billion at end 1995, SCB is Saudi Ara¬ 
bia’s eighth largest bank, controlling a 5.5 percent market share. 
The bank's capital is 55 percent owned by private 5audi interests, 
25 percent by the state-controlled Public Investment Fund and 20 
percent by the Cairo-based Banquet du Cairo. 

Most recently. United Saudi Commercial Bank’s chairman. 
Prince Al Waleed Bin Talal Bin Abdul Aziz AI Saudi, acquired 
33.4% of SCB’s capital. A merger between SCB and United Sau¬ 
di is the most likely scenario over the medium term and this pros¬ 
pect is viewed as positive as the two bank’s profiles complement 
each other in many respects. ■ 




True economic cooperation 

AS THE peace process drags forward and Israel’s cconnnn 
gradually becomes integrated with that of the region, we .ny 
often promised of the fruits of such integration. While it i> 
understood that the process of peace is a long one. and by t"’ 
means complete, this might be an appropriate time, nonet lu 
l ess, to see how peace at the governmental level is being 
translated into peace on the commercial front. 

One of the most noticeable results in terms of business relit 
tions has been the reduction in tariffs on Jordanian and Isiucli 
goods. Although outright prohibitions on some goods still ex¬ 
ist, on items such as tomato paste and table salt for the ease of 
Jordan, both sides have undertaken a process of reducing tar¬ 
iffs on selected items. Israel, for example, hopes to reduce 
tariffs on textiles from 72 percent to 12 percent by ibe year 
2000. Moreover, according to the Agreement on Trade and 
Cooperation between the two countries, Israel has agreed to 
reduce tariff duties by 10 percent for two years and an addi¬ 
tional five percent the third year on items including infant 
food, cheese and tires origination in Israel. For its pan, Jor¬ 
dan has agreed to reduce tariffs by 50 percent on such items 
as cosmetics, lenses, and kitchenware, and hv 100 percent on 
paints, chocolates, and televisions originating in Jordan In 
their place however, have been set up a series of bureaucratic 
measures which makes one ycam for the days of higher tar¬ 
iffs. 

Both the Jordanian and Israeli sides have set up u scries ol 
administrative procedures which willingly or not. impede 
trade. Regulations as to the number and"type of vehicles al¬ 
lowed to carry goods aver the border, travel documentation, 
insufficient facilities at border crossings, and testing require*- 
ments have added unnecessary time and costs forhe busi¬ 
nessman. 

These administrative procedures, which .ire undoubtedly 
common in most pares of the world, have turned into bureau¬ 
cratic nightmares in this part. Only trucks registered prior to 
1967. for example, arc allowed to enter Jordan from Israel. 
Moreox’er, these vehicles must recross the border prior to a 
15:00 deadline, which if violated, offenders of this rule must 
undergo a 12 day security check costing approximately $7i*». 

Unfortunately, the bureaucratic red tape docs not end there. 
There are numerous other examples of administrative proce¬ 
dures which appear to have no other purpose other than to 
frustrate business activity. While there has been clear 
progress on the tariff front, the respective governments do not 
appear to be making much headway on the administrative as¬ 
pects of conducting trade which is essential for true economic 
cooperation. ■ 


AFM unaffected by 
American strikes 
on Iraq 


THE STOCK indicator at the Amman Financial Market war- 
record high at nearly 145 points this week. Such an upward trend 
continued from last week. The starting point was 141 points, regis¬ 
tering a further push, at the beginning of this week. This is really 
encouraging news for investors. The lust rise represents the higliev 
increase in three months. ■* 

■It was driven by the noticeahlc increase in the shares value nl 
the Arab Burk at JD 4 per share. 

The Bank announced its mid-annual earnings at JD 95 milliun. 
its share closed at JD 235 which is the highest since last March. 

The increase favored the traded stock of the hanking .seciot as 
the banks indicator rose to 180 points. This figure was last record¬ 
ed in May. 

however after the American missile strikes on Iraq l;tsi Tues¬ 
day, the dealers felt slightly perplexed and traded "with a \igilani 
attitude" of what might happen later on. This atmosphere contin¬ 
ued, however, share prices remained stable. Some brokers say that 
there are internal local factors that provide support and backing fur 
share prices. External factors are of no major concern. 

Total dealings at the end of this week were at JD b^ti.Oon. 
percent of which was made on the parallel market. 

However, on the international markets, the American aggression 
on-'jCraq has led to a rise in the crude oil prices and greatly influ¬ 
enced the European and American stock exchanges. The price o! 
Brent crude oil was up to reach $22.75 per barrel U rise of $1.21 1 . 
The American crude oil price was up to reach $23.48 per barrel. 
Economic analysts expect the price of the western Texas Crude oil 
to reach $30. 

The British, French and German Stock exchanges witnessed ,■ 
decline, after the American strikes, while the prices of the Ameri¬ 
can shares recorded a sharp fall. Dealers were anxious of a further 
increase in interest rates. Daw Jones fell 50 points to reach 556b 
points. 

The price of the dollar and gold, being the safe shelter for fuiidx. 
shows a remarkable rise. ■ 
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Middle East Bank open doors 


ByJndyAita 

UNITED NATIONS—The 
United States and Russia last 
week formally opened the 
agreement for the Bank for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development in the Middle 
East and North Africa, paving 
the way for economic and 
commercial integration of the 
region and hopefully bolster¬ 
ing the sagging peace process. 

Representatives of the two 
nations, co-sponsors of the 
Middle East peace process, 
deposited the agreement with 
the UN secretary general and 
declared the pact open for sig¬ 
natures by prospective mem¬ 
bers. The bank Will be located 
in Cairo. ti can begin opera¬ 
tions once perspective mem¬ 
bers complete their domestic 
ratifications and the agreement 
enters into force. 

The bank has capital of 
$3300 million and drawing 
rights of about $5,000 million, 
the Founders said. 


“This unique new institu¬ 
tion, the result of an historic 
joint proposal by Egypt, Israel, 
Jordan, and the Palestinians, is 
designed to support the Middle 
East peace process by strength¬ 
ening and expanding the eco¬ 
nomic foundation necessary 
for a durable peace in the 
region,'' a joint US-Russian 
statement said. 

Ibe agreement, "will pro¬ 
mote private sector investment, 
regional infrastructure devel¬ 
opment and regional economic 
cooperation." .The projected 
bank will complement the 
work of existing institutions 
such as the World Bank and 
“will support regional efforts 
to establish an open, competi¬ 
tive regional economy charac¬ 
terized by cooperative relations 
and sustainable economic 
growth,” the statement added. 

US Ambassador Edward 
Gnehra said the United States 
believes the bank will play a 
crucial role in the peace 
process. 

The fundamental aim of the 


agreement is “to set up a bank 
unique to the Middle East to 
deal with regional develop¬ 
ment projects, to help eco¬ 
nomic dialogue in the region, 
and to be specifically tailored 
to the problems of the region 
and bring the economic bene¬ 
fits of peace to people,’’ said 
Goehm, the deputy permanent 
representative to the UN. 

“We know that peace 
becomes durable, permanent, 
and reinforced when .people 
feel the benefits of peace and 
that means in their lives, that 
means their income, that 
means their jobs, and that 
means their economic well¬ 
being," the US ambassador 
said. 

Russian Ambassador Vasily 
Sidorov noted that the bank 
adds two dimensions to the 
Mideast peace effort. 

The Middle East bank “has a 
political dimension; it has an 
economic dimension as well," 
Sidorov said. “We believe it is 
of specific importance right 
now because the peace process 


in the Middle East is not in ns 
best shape.” 

The hank “has- a certain 
symbolic importance underlin¬ 
ing that we—as co-sponsors of 
this peace process—still attach 
paramount importance to push¬ 
ing ahead with this process am! 
we believe this fact win | U ve 
cenain positive influence on 
the peace process in the Mid¬ 
dle East." said Sidorov. tj IL . 
first deputy permanent repre¬ 
sentative to the UN. 

Both envoys appeared confi¬ 
dent that the peace process 
would continue and the hank 
would soon he suppunim- 
water projects and other devel¬ 
opment efforts along with 
social programs. 

Tlicrc is a peace process, 
both of our government* are 
committed to it. W e have been 
through good times and had 
times and (the Palestinians and 
Israelis) remain committed to 
the process." Gnehin said *5 
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Having a think: A Palesinian sits in front of one of 
the shops in Hebron 


Human Rights Watch condemns 
Israeli torture 

■ Human Rights Watch/Middle East sent an open letter 
to Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu, urging 
him to lake a strong stand against the torture of Pales¬ 
tinians by agents of the Israeli General Security Service, 
as he 

recently did against the beatings, captured on videotape, 
by border police of Palestinian workers. 

Criticizing the decision by Israel's Supreme Court on 
November 14 to allow interrogators to use physical 
force and other abusive methods against a Palestinian 
detainee. Human Rights Watch/Middle East urged the 
Prime Minister to explicitly forbid all techniques of 
interrogation that amount to torture or that violate the 
Israeli penal code's prohibition on the use of force. 

Human Wrights Watch said “We are writing this 
open letter to urge you to take a similarly strong stand 
on another human rights issue: the torture and ill- 
treatment of Palestinian security suspects that is prac¬ 
ticed systematically by the General Security Service 
(GSS). The need for ruling on November 14 by Israel’s 
Supreme Court, sitting as the High Court of Justice. In 
its decision in Abd AI Aziz Hamdan v. The General 
Security Service (HQ 8049/96). the court lifted an 
interim injunction that prevented interrogators from 
using physical force, including violent shaking, on det¬ 
ainee Hamdan. As a human rights organization. Human 
Rights Watch regrets the court’s failure in this case to 
rule on whether the practice of vigorously and repeat¬ 
edly shaking an interrogatee back and forth by his col¬ 
lar. which has caused the death of at least one Palestin¬ 
ian. violates domestic and international law. 

In our view, this type of shaking contravenes both the 
UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhu¬ 
man or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, which 
Israel has ratified, and article 277 of Israel's penal code. 
That article prohibits public servants from using, direct¬ 
ing. or threatening the use of force or violence for the 
purpose of extracting a confession or information relat¬ 
ing to an offense. 


Algerians vote in 
defiance of threats by 
Islamic extremists 

By John Daniszewski 

LA Times- Washington Post News Service 

CAIRO—Defying threats of violence by Islamic extre¬ 
mists who have waged a fierce four-year insurrection, 
Algerians voted Thursday on constitutional changes to 
give their president greater powers and outlaw political 
parties based on religion, language or ethnicity. 

The vote represented the latest attempt by Algeria's 
ruling regime to steer the country toward normalcy after 
a civil war that has claimed about 60,000 lives since 
1992. 

Polls close at 8 pm and the measure passed comforta¬ 
bly. Algerians have been looking for an escape from the 
bloody conflict that has pitted its military-backed gov¬ 
ernment against the banned Islamic Salvation Front, 
known by its French acronym FIS. 

FIS was headed to victory in the country's first multi¬ 
party elections in January 1992 when the country’s mili¬ 
tary. alarmed at the prospect of an Islamic takeover after 
three decades of one-party rule by the National Libera¬ 
tion Front, stepped in and canceled the vote. 

Since then, fighting has left the North African country 
of 28 million people in agony, with the violence occa¬ 
sionally spilling over into Europe. Militants have resort¬ 
ed to car bombs and beheadings and have targeted jour¬ 
nalists. foreign workers, priests and nuns for 
assassination. 

The government has used similarly tough methods, in¬ 
cluding air raids, napalm and torture in its efforts to 
crush guerrilla groups. 

Until recently, the government had appeared to be 
gaining the upper hand. But Islamic groups in the seven 
weeks leading to die referendum showed that they are 
still a potent force, launching a series of attacks and 
bombings that have killed about 250 people. 

The entire 140,000-strong army was on alert for last 
Thursday's voting, and tens of thousands of security offi¬ 
cers were deployed to protect 35.533 polling stations. By 
early afternoon, more than half of the electorate had 
gone to the polls, according to the Interior Ministry. 

The vote was being watched closely by Algeria's 
neighbors, including Egypt. Morocco. Ijbya and Tunisia, 
whose governments are fearful that Algerian-style Islam¬ 
ic violence could spread across North Africa. 

"Today is an important day to determine the future of 
Algeria," commented Egypt's Al Akhbar daily newspa¬ 
per. “The government's proposed amendments (to the 
constitution) are the foundation for the stability that is 
aspired to by the Algerian people" 

A main principle in the revised constitution is that par¬ 
ties should not base their appeals on religion. It address¬ 
es the problem fell by many governments in the Arab 
world: that they are being drawn into bidding wars with 
opposition groups over who is the more Islamic. 

If approved by a majority of Algeria's 16.4 million 
voters, the revised charter would strengthen the powers 
of President Liamine Zeroual. allowing him to appoint 
most senior government officials and a portion of a new 
Senate. However, the president would be subject to im¬ 
peachment and bd limited to two five-year terms of of¬ 
fice. 

Besides Islamists, some of the strongest opposition to 
the constitutional changes has come in the mountainous 
Berber region of Kabylia. Berbers, the indigenous people 
of Algeria before the 7th century Arab conquest, consti¬ 
tute at least a quarter of the population and have long 
wanted constitutional recognition of their language. 

Supporting the referendum is the National Liberation 
Front, which waged the eight-year rebellion against 
French colonial rule that killed an estimated 1 million 
people before attaining independence in 1962. ■ 


Netanyahu proves construction 
of homes in Jordan Valley 



Netanyahu 


By Maijorfe Miller 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Even as the Arab League con¬ 
demned his expansion of Jew¬ 
ish settlements. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
last Sunday approved con¬ 
struction of hundreds of new 
homes in the occupied Jordan 
Valley and vowed that Israel 
will retain control of the area 
in a permanent accord with the 
Palestinians. 

The move to fortify Israeli 
control in the lush strip of 
West Bank land came days 
after Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak warned Netanyahu 
in a letter that settlement 
expansion threatens to 
“destroy” relations between 
Israel and its Arab peace 
partners. 

And it came as His Majesty 
King Hussein told the British 
Broadcasting Corp. television 
he is becoming impatient with 
Netanyahu's lack of progress 
in negotiations with the Pales¬ 
tinians and that he fears for 
the future of the peace 
process. 

"Without visible progress in 
implementing agreements 
reached earlier between the 
Israeli government and the 
Palestinians in particular, we 
are at the mercy of events,” 
King Hussein said in Sunday’s 
interview. "Anything could 
happen that could throw us 
completely off the track we 
have chosen.” 

The hard-line Netanyahu 
rejects the premise of trading 
occupied land for peace that 
underlies the agreements his 
predecessors from the Labor 
Party signed with the Palestin¬ 
ians. Although he has prom¬ 
ised to uphold the accords. 
Israel and the Palestinians 
have been deadlocked for 
weeks over the terms of an 
Israeli troop withdrawal from 
the West Bank town of Heb¬ 
ron lh3t is required by an 
interim agreement. 

In the last six weeks, Netan¬ 
yahu has-moved decisively to 
expand Jewish settlements in 
what Arab leaders view as a 
violation of the spirit of the 
agreements. Netanyahu 
allowed the sale of 3,000 
apartments that had been fro¬ 
zen during the previous peace 
negotiations and authorized 
the construction of 3,000 new 
units in the West Bank settle¬ 


ments of Emmanuel and Kir- 
yat Sefer. 

Netanyahu also has said his 
government will expand 
Israeli communities in the 
Golan Heights. Israel captured 
that territory from Syria in the 
1967 Six-Day War, and Syrian 
President Hafez Assad says it 
must be returned if he is to 
make peace with Israel. 

Last Sunday, Jordan Valley 
settler leaders presented 
Netanyahu with a plan that 
would nearly triple the Jewish 
population of that area to 
15,000 residents in five years. 
Afterward. Netanyahu issued a 
statement that the fertile bor¬ 
der region—part of the West 
Bank temtoiy captured from 
Jordan in the 1967 war—is 
"inseparable” from the State 
of Israel. 

‘The prime minister said 
that the government has total 
commitment to the develop¬ 
ment and prosperity of the Jor¬ 
dan Valley and (that) even in a 
tough budget year such as this, 
the government will budget 


money for the devel¬ 
opment of infrastruc¬ 
ture and roads in the 
Jordan Valley.” the 
statement said. 

David Levy, chair¬ 
man of the Jordan 
Valley District Coun¬ 
cil, said Netanyahu 
gave the go-ahead for 
the construction of 
350 housing units in 
the region next year. 

He said the settlers 
told Netanyahu chat 
"there must be more 
than just natural 
growth in the Jordan 
Valley” and that the 
prime minister 

“agreed to almost 
every word we put in 
front of him.” 

Netanyahu spokes¬ 
man David Bar-lllan 
confirmed that new housing 
was approved but said he did 
not have the figures. He said 
the expansion— large for a 
current Jewish population of 
about 5.500—would be consis¬ 


tent with the prime minister’s 
decision to allow natural 
growth in the Jewish 
settlements. 

Bar-lllan said the govern¬ 
ment defines “natural growth” 


not only as births and mar¬ 
riages but as allowing anyone 
who wants to move to the set¬ 
tlements to do so, without pro¬ 
viding incentives or 
restrictions. 

Arab leaders are not likely 
to view Jordan Valley con¬ 
struction favorably in the cur¬ 
rent political climate. 

Even before Netanyahu’s 
announcement, Arab League 
diplomats meeting in Cairo 
issued a statement demanding 
that Israel stop building new 
settlements and dismantle 
existing ones immediately. 

Notably, the Arab League 
did not agree to a Syrian 
demand that Arab states freeze 
any diplomatic relations they 
have with Israel. Arab League 
Secretary-General Ahmad 
Esmat Abdel Meguid said the 
organization would leave that 
decision to individual 
members. 

Last week, Egypt's Muba¬ 
rak sent a letter to Netanyahu 
warning that settlement expan¬ 
sion “in occupied Arab lands 


... hampers the peace process 
and all the efforts to advance 
it” 

According to the text pub¬ 
lished in the Israeli daily Haa - 
retz, Mubarak said be believes 
Netanyahu's settlement expan¬ 
sion “is meant to destroy the 
trust between Israel and its 
Arab neighbors and encourage 
(the parties) not to honor the 
peace agreements which have 
been signed.” 

Bar-lllan said Netanyahu 
responded that he felt Ms set¬ 
tlement policy was in keeping 
with the peace process and that 
he would not prevent Jews 
from moving to Judea and 
Samaria, the biblical name for 
the West Bank. 

Israel signed a peace agree¬ 
ment with Egypt in 1979 and 
one with Jordan in 1994. Rela¬ 
tions with Egypt have been 
lukewarm, while Jordan 
argued after Netanyahu's elec¬ 
tion in May that the Arab 
world should give the Likud 
leader the benefit of the doubt 


Israeli border police mistreat 
Arabs, official says 


By Nicholas Goldberg 
LA Times-Washington Post News 
Service 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 

Violence against Arabs is the rule, 
rather than the exception, among 
Israeli border police, according to a 
letter written by Israeli Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Michael Ben-Yair. 

In the letter, Ben-Yair said he was 
convinced the country was facing “a 
widespread phenomenon ... not iso¬ 
lated incidents” 

The data “paints a sad and sorry 
picture of a deep-rooted tradition of 
violence towards the Arabs among the 
border police, just because they are 
Arabs,” he wrote. . “There are n also 
those who say ' this phenomenon 1 ' 
exists, though to a lesser degree, in 
the other security services” 

The letter, which was addressed to 
Internal Security Minister Avigdor 
Kahalani and obtained by journalists 
here, comes in the wake of a series of 
revelations about beatings of Palestin¬ 
ians by Israeli officers. In it, Ben-Yair 


said he believed that officers con¬ 
victed of abuse should be prosecuted 
more strenuously and punished more 
harshly. 

Of 264 complaints this year against 
border police for brutality, he noted. 
58 files were closed because the 
investigation could not be completed. 
53 cases were not pursued for lack of 
evidence and 25 were fouitd unjusti¬ 
fied. In 35 cases policemen were pros¬ 
ecuted, 3nd the rest remain under 
investigation. Ben-Yair said many of 
the cases were thrown out because of 
serious difficulties in collecting 
evidence. 

Ben-Yair's remarks came after sev¬ 
eral weeks of bad publicity involving 
the Israeli security forces. A week 
ago. Israel television broadcast an 
amateur video showing two border 
policemen kicking, beating and humil¬ 
iating six Palestinian workers who 
had been caught sneaking into Israel 
without a permit. The two policemen 
have been charged with aggravated 
assault and abuse of power, and have 
been placed under house arrest until 


the start of their trial. 

In another case earlier this month, 
four Israeli soldiers killed a Palestin¬ 
ian who had failed to stop at an Israeli 
roadblock—and were sentenced by a 
military court to a fine of I agora, or 
one-third of 1 cent. The court 
remarked that “under the circum¬ 
stances in the field, we would have 
acted as these soldiers did" 

In still another case last week, four 
border policemen were accused of 
beating a Palestinian who had no per¬ 
mit to be in Israel. According to the 
charges brought against them, they 
beat him with a club to the head until 
the club broke and he lost 
consciousness. 

In a survey by the Ministry of Edu¬ 
cation that was released earlier last 
week, 37 percent of Israeli students 
admitted that they “hated” Arabs. 
Two-thirds agreed they did not want 
to give Arabs full equality of rights. 

Last Wednesday, Kahalani 
acknowledged that anti-Arab preju¬ 
dice should be wiped out among bor¬ 
der police, but cautioned against cast¬ 


ing blame too widely. 

“We sent these young men to the 
toughest points of friction with the 
Palestinians.” he told Israel radio. 
“We cannot accept this in our society 
... but we must also refrain from 
pounding on these people and placng 
all the blame on them” 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu also condemned brutality against 
Palestinians after the video was 
shown on Israel television last week, 
but be said he believed such incidents 
were rare. 

Also a UN committee charged that, 
contrary to expectations, Israel's atti¬ 
tude toward human rights in the Occu¬ 
pied Territories has deteriorated since 
the beginning of the peace proce£& •- 

According to the Special Commit¬ 
tee for the Investigation of Israeli 
Behavior in the Territories, which 
submitted its annual report last week, 
the beating of Palestinians by civil¬ 
ians. soldiers and policemen “exhibits 
a culture of sadism.” according to a 
report in the Israeli daily Ha 'aretz. ■ 


Gulf War vets seek restitution for disabilities 



Flicking the V sign: Many veterans however continue to 
suffer from the tZ Culf War syndrome” 


By William D. 
Montalbano 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

LONDON—Ian Hi/1, a 
registered nurse and army 
reservist, played rugby, 
rough-and-tumble, until he was 
43. At 44, he volunteered for 
army service during the Gulf 
War and was in charge of the 
operating room at a British 
military hospital in Saudi 
Arabia. 

"Now I'm totally disabled, a 
50-year-old in the body of an 
80-year-old,” Hill said. “My 
central nervous system has 
broken down, my immune 
system is shot, 1 have 
inflammation of the brain. I 
need 24-hour care" 

Like more than 1.100 other 
British veterans of the 1991 
Gulf War who are known to be 
ill. Hill believes that he is the 
victim of friendly medical fire: 
a cocktai I of vaccines 
administered by British forces 


against chemical warfare. 

In Britain, as in the United 
States. veterans are 

campaigning for recognition of 
their ailments as 

service-connected, and seeking 
compensation for them. There 
is growing public awareness 
and the prospect of political 
support for the first time. 

“I think justice will come, 
but there’s still a lot of pushing 
to do.” said Hill, who is 

president of die largest 

association of British forces 
inoculated for the war. 

Hill said that lobbying by 
veterans has won a promise 
from the opposition Labor 
Party, strongly favored to win 
elections in the spring, to create 
Britain’s first government 
deportment of veteran affairs. 

In the meantime, the British 
Defense Ministry expects a 
decision in the next few weeks 
from a blue-ribbon medical 
council on the best way to 
continue research. 


Lawyers representing the 
sick veterans say they will not 
wait for the official results: In 
January, they will launch an 
independent medical study. 

“The results may give us a 
start in proceeding against the 
(Defense Ministry) for personal 
injury compensation." attomey 
Joanne Masters said. 

“As many as 4,000 veterans 
may have illnesses triggered by 
toxic reaction to inoculations 
that included vaccines against 
anthrax and plague." said Tony 
Flint, a regional coordinator for 
the Association of Gulf War 
Veterans and Families that Hill 
leads. “Many still serving are 
not willing to come forward 
because it would ruin their 
careers” 

More than 100 gulf war vets 
have died of ailments that 
survivors ascribe to the 
inoculations. In all. Flint said, 
about two percent of the 
51.000 British troops assigned 
to the Gulf are affected by the 


initial inoculations and 
subsequent doses of Nerve 
Agent Pre-Treatment Sets 
tablets. 

“That's about the same 
percentage as for the 
Americans, but in the United 
States money has been 
appropriated and there is a 
Veterans Administration. 
Here, we have neither,” Flint 
said. 

In October, the British 
government acknowledged 
that a relative handftil of 
troops in the gulf may have 
been exposed to potentially 
damaging organophosphate 
pesticides. But it is not 
convinced that there may be 
an identifiable broader cause. 

“We are keeping an open 
mind, but so far the idea that 
there may be a gulf war illness 
is unproved,” said a senior 
Defense Ministry spokesman. 

The veterans exhibit a 
broad range of symptoms 
including chronic fatigue. 


muscle weakness, 

sleeplessness, depression, 

asthma, headaches and skin 
complaints. Birth defects also 


are more common among the 
children of gulf vets'than in 
the general population, the 
veterans say. ■ 


US defense chief checks safety of new 
military compounds in Saudi Arabia 


By Bradley Graham 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia— 
When Army Ll James Longfel¬ 
low arrived in Saudi Arabia last 
summer leading a Patriot Mis¬ 
sile Maintenance Detachment, 
he hoped to see some local 
sights. But most of what he has 
glimpsed outside the barricaded 
complex now housing nearly all 
US military personnel in the 
Saudi capital has been from 
inside a moving vehicle. 

“I've been here 5 1/2 months 
and haven't seen anything but 
the highways going to and from 
our missile sites.” Longfellow 
remarked, ’it’s a little 
disappointing” 

Since the truck bomb attack 
in June against a US military 
housing complex in Dhahran, 
which killed 19 airmen and 
wounded hundreds of others. 


most of them about 5,000 US 
forces in this desert kingdom 
have been relocated and consol¬ 
idated in two heavily guarded 
compounds: a vast unfinished 
air base near Kharj. about 70 
miles southeast of Riyadh, and 
a tidy community of concrete 
villas named Eskan Village on 
the southeastern outskirts of the 
capital. 

Inspecting both sites last 
Saturday, Defense Secretary 
William J. Perry declared them 
secure, although still missing 
many amenities. 

“We're not there yet, but 
we're making enormous 
progress." Perry told hundreds 
of soldiers standing under 
sunny skies in Eskan Village's 
central square. “You can feel 
quite safe, I believe” 

After being criticized for 
failing to do enough to clarify 
force protection policies and 
guard against the June attack. 


Perry left no doubt about his 
priorities. 

“We uprooted a lot of you 
and pulled you into this facil¬ 
ity." he said. “We did it for 
one reason: To protect you. 
That is the number one 
requirement we have. All your 
commanders here, we’ve told 
rhem that is their number one 
task” 

The Saudis built the vil¬ 
lage's 850 five-bedroom villas 
decades ago to house Bedouin, 
but the desert nomads pre¬ 
ferred their tents, so the resi¬ 
dential complex stood largely 
unused. 

Lately, the Americans have 
been busy reinforcing the 
compound's perimeter with 
concrete barriers, concertina 
wire, flood lights and elec¬ 
tronic sensor. A 400-foot buf¬ 
fer zone separates any occu¬ 
pied houses from the nearest 
highway. Entering the village 


requires a zigzag weave 
around numerous barriers and 
passage through three separate 
check points. 

Once inside, most military 
personnel rarely leave until 
their tours are finished. With 
recreational and entertainment 
facilities still only in the plan¬ 
ning stages, soldiers said they 
spend their free time playing 
outdoor sports, reading and 
watching television. 

The village houses up to 
1,700 US military personnel, 
including the headquarters 
staff and support teams over¬ 
seeing the US-led coalition 
effort to bar Iraqi military 
flights over southern Iraq, it 
also has become home for US 
security assistance groups 
assigned to Saudi forces. 
Anotiier 4.200 US airmen live 
at Prince Sultan Air Base near 
Khaij. farther south. 

The Pentagon has set aside 


about $150 million for the 
relocation of forces in Saudi 
Arabia. Perry told reporters he 
received a “strong commit¬ 
ment" from Saudi King Fahd 
at a pre-dawn meeting last Sat¬ 
urday to support the next 
phase of base and housing 
improvements. which US 
defense officials estimate will 
cost another $150 million and 
hope the Saudis will pay. 

US forces in Saudi Arabia 
remain at a high state of alert 
amid continued threats against 
them. Perry told reporters trav¬ 
eling with him. 

Maj. Gen. Kurt Anderson, 
who leads Operation Southern 
Watch enforcing the “no-fly” 
zone over southern Iraq, said 
there have been periodic 
instances of suspicious "sur¬ 
veillance ' activity around 
Eskan Village: people in pass¬ 
ing cars taking video pictures 
of the compound or surveying 


the village from across the 
highway. 

Last week. Perry told 
reporters that information 
gathered by US and Saudi 
intelligence had blocked possi¬ 
ble new terrorist attacks in 
Saudi Arabia. While declining 
to discuss details, he said such 
information led to some 
arrests. 

Saudi officials have said 
they are holding about 40 
Saudi citizens in connection 
with the attack and have 
traced the terrorist action to* 
broad conspiracy that the Sati- 
dis say was backed by the 

government oflran. 

Peny told Fahd that he bad 
been encouraged by the report 
on the investigation . he 
received from FBI Director 
Louis J. Freeh, who- visited 
Riyadh a' week ago to review 
the case, ■ . _ 
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By Carrie NcUc Moye 

Star US corespondent 

ONCE AGAIN much of the 
public has returned to 
Hiliaiy-bashing. or did it ever 
stop? News report* cite 
statements that Hillary Rodham 
Clinton wants to return to the 
once ill-fated position of 
playing a role in initialing and 
implementing major policy 
guarding US citizenry. This 
time she has chosen the area of 
welfare. In the same reports, we 
are told that Republicans on the 
Hill arc delighted at tbc 
prospect of having her as a 
target once more—the 
whipping boy (woman!) of the 
Clinton administration. 

Some opinion editorialists 
have delighted in forecasting 
dire consequences for Hillary, 
the President. and the 
Democratic administration. 
Should she choose again to take 
a strong stand on issues of 
ttaqor importance in our 
country. It appears that many of 
us feb so mud) better when the 
first lady somewhat retreated 
into (be more traditional mold 
of smiling and speaking 
supportively of her husband but 
remaining more or less sileru on 
controversial issues. Further, it 
appears that her book ft Takes A 
Village was considered to be 
fairly acceptable for a first lady 
to write, but certainly there 
were many dissenters on (his 
issue also. 

Recently I re-read Doris 
Kearny Goodwin's 1994 
Pulitzer Prize winner No 
Ordinary Time, the lives of 
Franklin Delano and Eleanor 
Roosevelt. No matter whether 


one bated or loved FDR, he 
was a great. president? Any 
person who was elected by the 
citizenry on four consecutive 
occasions to be its leader mast 
be considered to have heen 
great, no nutter of one's 
political leanings. 

And if one did not already 
know prior to reading 
Goodwin's book. Eleamr was 
equally great—perhaps even 
greater in her own way—then 
one (the reader) certainly 
realizes this when going 
through these pages once 
again. Like FDR. Eleanor 
was vilified by masses of 
people, but she' was a 
heroine to many 
more. She was’ y# 
diligent in her ^ 

sincerity in doing 
what she knew in her 
heart and conscience 
was the right thing to 
do. regardless of the 
political pressure 
placed upon 
her husband 
and the 

Democratic 
party 

which 

she 

followed 
through with her 
ideals. 

Eleanor Roosevelt was by 
no means a person who lei 
criticism fall by the wayside, 
unfell. Rather, she accepted 
the spite and 
malice that was 
hurled at her, 
rose above it, and 
continued to 
demand 
social 


was mystified by her actions, 
he respected her intellect and 
her conscience, and indeed 
considered her his most trusted 
advisor and partner, despite his 
confirmed and reputed 
romantic liaisons and his Often 



reform. 
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dependence on various learned 
advisors. 

It is almost open-mouthed 
striking how much the Clintons 
are like the Roosevelts. 
Especially is this true regarding 
the two first ladies. We have 
been told how Hillary 
has identified with 
Eleanor, how the 
former has had 
imaginary 
conventions 
with the latter 
to help her 
channel her 
talents in a 
positive 
manner as the 
first lady of 
this country. 
Naturally 
such psychic 
exposure as 
presented 
in the press 
has 

resulted in 
much 
guffawing 
and 

smirkingly 
implied 

cynicism on 
the part of 
Hillary's detractors. 
But is the present-day first 
lady's meditation on this past 
first lady really any more than 
most of us experience when we 
consider figures we wish to 
emulate, he they ancestors or 
extraordinary citizens? Doesn't 
every successful person 
from time to time turn her 
or his mind to role 
model figures and ask 
how this paragon 
would FDR have 
handled such-and-such 


a situation? Certainly such 
intellectual and mind-probing 
phenomena in no way arc on 
the level with consulting one’s 
horoscope or even professional 
psychic to determine the dates 
of proposed actions. 

Hillary Rodham Clinton felt 
forced to take a back seat 
during her husband's first 
administration due to pressure 
generated by the reaction to the 
defeat of her medical reform 
proposals. If she wanted the 
president to be reelected, she 
was advised she must relegate 
herself to a less conspicuous 
position. To her supporters, that 
she did so was disquieting for 
we saw this as talent lying 
fallow. Yet we had to accept her 
decision as perhaps the end 
(Clinton’s reekction) serving as 
justification of the means, for 
indeed she can be much more 
effective in the President's 
second term. 

It is a most interesting 
phenomenon that a large 
percentage of persons who are 
■‘anti-Hillary” are religious 
conservatives—often 
fundameruah'sts. How do these 
people reconcile Genesis 2: 24? 
••Therefore shall a man leave... 
this parents and) , cling to his 
wife: and they shall be one 
flesh." Of course this is an 
emotional, not an intellectual, 
argument. 

Regardless of one’s personal 
feelings for a specific 
individual, the focus should be 
on the good of our country. And 
if. indeed. Hillary Rodham 
Clinton did not contribute her 
intellect, talent, and abilities, 
then should US citizens rise up 
in anger. ■ 


Popular novelist in China 
denounced as symbol of moral decay 


By Stevea Mnfson 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

BEIJING—The sweet-faced 
Wang Shuo has long cultivated 
an image as die bad boy of 
contemporary Chinese fiction. 

His stories star an unsavory 
cast of shady policemen, spies, 
grifters and womanizers. He 
spoofs the late Communist 
Party Chairman Mao Zedong 
as a pitiless, demanding demi¬ 
god, and mercilessly parodies 
the Beijing liberal literary 
elite. 

His more than 20 best¬ 
sellers have sold nearly 10 mil¬ 
lion copies; a dozen of his 
books were turned into TV 
soap operas and films. He 
became the irreverent voice of 
a disillusioned generation. 

Now. however, as the Chi¬ 
nese Communist Party wages 3 
battle to raise the nation’s 
level of “spiritual civilization." 
Wang's world has become a 
symbol of moral decay. 

Over the summer, the gov¬ 
ernment propaganda depart¬ 
ment ordered a hall to new 
printings of Wang’s collected 
works. Since then, two of his 
movie projects were scrapped 
and his television scripts have 
smacked into government 
censors. 

“The propaganda depart¬ 
ment said it had received a lot 
of complaints from people 
who think my novels are low- 
class and coarse," Wang says. 


"They said that the books 
don’t make the right kind of 
impression on young people.” 

It’s not his fault, be pleads. 
“How can I write moral nov¬ 
els," Wang says with a look of 
puzzlement. "I didn't find 
heroic people around me. ... 
How can I write about beauti¬ 
ful things? I have no reference 
point. 1 want io wriLe about 
reality and 1 have to write 
about real life." 

China's culture police 
disagree. 

Earlier this year they banned 
3 Wang screenplay called 
"Papa." about a troubled rela¬ 
tionship between a rigid but 
impotent patriarch and his 
unruly teen-age son. After the 
son is hurt in a gang fight, his 
father takes him to a hospital 
emergency room that is lit¬ 
tered with grotesquely disfig¬ 
ured people beaten up in 
drunken brawls. The authori¬ 
ties, Wang said, "felt 1 exag¬ 
gerated a bit." But he adds that 
any hospital after midnight 
will be full of people injured 
in inebriated scuffles. 

The Ministry of Culture 
over the summer also hailed 
filming of "Living on the 
Edge," in which Wang told the 
story of an extramarital affair. 
It bore some resemblance in 
plot to "The Bridges of Madi¬ 
son County.” which was 
widely popular here and was 
hailed in the semi-official 
media for emphasizing family 
responsibility. 


"The lovers didn't even 
kiss.” Wang says of his film. 
“But (the censors) felt thaL 
popularizing an immoral rela¬ 
tionship is immoral" 

The tone of Wang Shuo's 
writing springs from his own 
experiences during China's 
age of disillusionment. His 
father, who boasted about 
fighting the Japanese during 
the war years, turned out to 
have worked for them as a 
policeman. And the 38-year- 
old Wang is part of ihe tail end 
of China's Cultural Revolution 
generation—too young io have 
been swept up in the early, 
angry idealism but old enough 
to remember many of Lhc 
movement’s more absurd 
aspects. 

When the Cultural Revolu¬ 
tion broke out in 1966. 
Wang’s parents were sent 
away and he was left at age 8 
with an older brother. They me 
at the community canteen, col¬ 
lected their parents’ salaries 
and did their laundry. 

Their experiences became 
the basis for Wang's novel and 
the recent movie "In the Heal 
of the Sun.” Unlike the tor¬ 
tured “scar literature" pub¬ 
lished immediately after the 
Cultural Revolution. Wang 
writes about the fun kids had 
coming of age in a strange 
time, largely free from adult 
supervision. 

Later, Wang's father pushed 
his unruly son into a brief stint 
in the navy. Afterward, Wang 


said, he joined a smuggling 
operation, worked for a phar¬ 
maceutical firm, hustled as a 
company "bagman” and 
mooched off a Communist 
Youth League secretary and an 
airline hostess before meeting 
and marrying a dancer with 
whom he now has an 8 -year- 
old daughter. 

In the late 1980s he became 
a successful writer by shun¬ 
ning the heroic models com¬ 
mon in Chinese literature and 
pioneering a movement known 
as “humang," or hooligan, 
literature. 

In "The Operators." Wang 
wrote about three schemers 
who sell services as “social 
stuntmen" who “get people out 
of difficulties, help people 
amuse themselves, (and) take 
the place of people in trouble” 

In his most ambitious novel, 
“Whatever You Do. Don’t 
Treat Me as a Human," the 
hero goes from innocent to 
iwuuc when confronted with a 
corrupt world. The novel 
paints a dark picture of Chi¬ 
nese society, in one daring 
scene, it describes a self- 
appointed Central Competition 
Committee, which resembles a 
typical Communist Party com¬ 
mittee and which is deter¬ 
mined to avenge a loss at an 
international sports meet. 

Though the novel was 
allowed to be published in late 
1989 after the crackdown on 
pro-democracy protesters in 
Tiananmen Square, the climate 


_ for novelists like Wang wasn't 
‘ good. Wang says he mostly 
' played poker for three years. 

In 1992 he burst back onto 
the scene by taking pan in 
writing the smash TV scries 
"Yearnings," about a Chinese 
family. The series was hailed 
by national leaders and was 
rerun several times. 

But the official response to 
Wang’s more recent television 
scripts has been lukewarm at 
best Several of the scries have 
played only on regional sta¬ 
tions because of concern about 
official censors in Beijing. 

Still, the programs have 
been popular with viewers. 

One series tells the story of 
a Chinese Communist Party 
official who investigates a 
man he suspects of being a 
spy for the Taiwan-based Kuo- 
mimang or Nationalist Party. 
For 40 years the official fol¬ 
lows the suspect from place to 
place, from neighborhood to 
neighborhood. The grounds 
for suspicion seem flimsy, and 
the suspect rises to promi¬ 
nence in China and trains 
many people who become 
party leaders. In the end, with 
both men in their dotage, the 
suspect walks over to the party 
official's house and confesses 
before turning himself in. 

"It just shows the superior¬ 
ity of socialism to capitalism,'* 
says Wang, putting on his 
most innocent expression. 
“Even a (Kuomimang) spy 
becomes a good person" ■ 


Milosevic regime 
pulls plug on news 
coverage of protests 


By Tracy Wilkinson 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Sen-ice 

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia—-The largest of 
Belgrade's, independent news media were 
slopped abruptly last Thursday from 
reporting on massive prorests against Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic as the regime 
appeared to be clamping down. 

Despite the blow to opposition forces, tens 
of thousands of demonstrators filled 
downtown streets for the 11 th day, 
demanding the removal of Milosevic and 
sustaining the most significant challenge to 
his authoritarian rule in five years. 

Crowds seemed smaller than in previous 
days, and opposition leaders urged their 
followers to refrain from the violence that 
left scores of government windows shattered 
last Wednesday. Hundreds of police in riot 
gear staked out the demonstrators’ parade 
route, but no clashes were reported. 

Two of Yugoslavia’s handful of 
independent news outlets were unable to 
report on the latest events. 

The staff of the independent daily 
newspaper Blic, the capital's largest, 
resigned en masse when they were ordered 
by their publisher to ignore the 
demonstrations. 

And popular B-92 Radio, a principal 
source of anti-government news, was 
repeatedly jammed Thursday—usually 
during news shows and when opposition 
politicians took to the airwaves. 

In this truth-starved country, most 
newspapers, radio stations and television are 
controlled by the Milosevic regime. By 
limiting mention of the protests. Milosevic 
apparently hopes to defuse and isolate the 
opposition, diplomats and Serbian analysts 
say. 

“He wants to establish an Orwellian type 
of reality that only exists on state-controlled 
TV,” said Zoran Djindjic. head of the 
opposition Democratic Party, one of three 
parties that form the Zajedno (Together) 
coalition spearheading the protests. 

Now dubbed the "yellow revolution" 
because of the use of eggs to splatter 
government targets, the demonstrations 
have been escalating since 
Milosevic canceled victories 
by opposition parties in 
17 November 

municipal elections. 

The opposition 
maintains that it 
won in 15 of 
Serbia's 18 

principal 
cities—indudin 
g Belgrade. 

Milosevic was 
once 

international 
pariah because of 
his role in 
financing and 
inspiring brutal 
ethnic warfare in 
neighboring 
Bosnia-Herzegov 
ina. But more 

recently, his 

influence over 
the Bosnian 
Serbs made 
Milosevic the 
key to the 

West's efforts to end 
that war with the 

US—brokered Dayton. 

Ohio, peace accords. 

Now 

Washington and 
European capitals 
are faced with the 
dilemma of having to 
condemn his tinkering 
with the democratic 
process without 

jeopardizing the 
regional stability 
that Milosevic is 
seen to guarantee, 
analysis said. 

Clamping 
on news media is a 
tried-and-true 
Milosevic 
technique. In 
February, he took 
over the only Serbia*® President 
independent SLOBODAN MILOSEUIC 


television station, Studio-B. pbeing Socialist 
Party censors in siraiegic positions. 

Protesters in the last week have 
targeted state-run media—offices of the 
Pofitika newspaper and Radio Television 
of Serbia. pillars of Milosevic's 
power—and not Parliament or federal 
office buildings. 

Among new-spapers. the tabloid Blic 
had emerged as a popular source for 
thousands of Yugoslavs. 

Until last Thursday. Blic had published 
thorough daily reports on the 
demonstrations. 

Bui on Thursday, an editorial signed by- 
co-owner Petar Koelbel announced that 
the paper no longer would assist the 
opposition in "damaging the reputation" 
of Yugoslavia in the world. 

Opposition parties boycotted 
Milosevic's attempt last Wednesday to 
rerun the municipal elections. 

The shift at Blic is significant because 
it was the single largest source of printed 
information. 

Only two months old, its daily 
circulation of more than 200,000 already 
exceeded the largest state-run papers. 

"It is outrageous," said a Western 
diplomat observing Thursday night’s 
demonstrations. The government "can just 
turn off the source of information. Even 
when they're not stuffing the ballot box, 
they're cheating and lying to the public” 

Meanwhile, at Radio B-92. (he main 
electronic source for independent news, 
editors said their transmission signal has 
been jammed periodically for two days. 

State television virtually has ignored 
the demonstrations and the international 
outcry over Milosevic's cancellation of 
opposition victories. 

On Wednesday night, after protests 
turned violent, state television's nightly 
broadcast reported "street vandalism” but 
focused on what it said was Yugoslavia's 
successful pursuit to “rejoin" Europe. 

In fact, the European Union and 
Washington have told Milosevic that his 
efforts to bring Yugoslavia back into the 
lucrative Western 
fold are frozen for 
now. ■ 
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Adult adoptees search for Irish roots 


By William D. Montalbano 

lA Tunes- Washington Post 
News Sen-ice 

DUBLIN, Ireland—Maggie 
Butler marvels at her mother’s 
courage. 

Imagine: Alone, frightened, 
* young unmarried woman—a 
finner—stands before stem 
nuns, a priest, lawyers and a 
wtaiy at a Dublin orphanage 
M 1952 and signs awav her 
baby, 

"1 certify that 1 have handed 
over my daughter to custody. I 
surrender her completely to 
rta rge." the papers say. “I sol- 
enmly promise that I shall 
never interfere with her in any 
way in. future." The woman 
signs, then vanishes. 

Soon after, the Irish baby 
yho will become an American 
na nted Maggie Butler is flown 
I? the United States for adop- 
fjon by a Roman Catholic fam- 
»y in New England. 

Now Butler is back, in 
expectation and frustration. 
sca rching for her mother. The 


quest has made her "the Irish 
national orphan." said Butler, 
who now lives in Dublin and 
is the most visible symbol of 
about 2,000 people who. as 
infants, were quietly shipped 
to the United States between 
1949 and 1972. 

“Many of these mothers 
have howled inside with the 
pain of it for the rest of their 
lives.” Dublin social worker 
Noroh Gibbons said. 

Many of Lheir children are 
now howling too against a sys¬ 
tem that seems to many of 
them to have been built on 
misguided faith. forlorn 
hope—and forgery. 

In addition, tens of thou¬ 
sands of now-middle-aged 
Irish men and women were 
taken from their unwed moth- 
ere as babies to cover up their 
births, judged shameful by the 
moral standards of a thou- 
shall-not Catholic society. 

Like the Americans, the 
Irish adoptees are demanding 
answers to questions that leave 
modern Ireland uneasy. 


"People arc asking basic, dis¬ 
turbing questions: Why was my 
mother encouraged to put me 
up for adoption? Why did my 
country send me away?” said 
Gibbons, who works for the 
child welfare agency 
Bamordos. 

Adoptees such as Brendan 
O’Connor, an Irishman who 
learned his mother's identity 
after she died, and Maggie But¬ 
ler arc proof that information is 
hard to acquire. 

As Irish law is now inter¬ 
preted, adults who were 
adopted as children have no 
right to specific birth informa¬ 
tion from the dozen children's 
aid societies that handled the 
adoptions, all but one of them 
run under the authority of the 
Catholic Church. 

Many countries, including 
Britain, which sent thousands 
of children to Australia and 
Canada after World War II, 
accept a United Nations call to 
give adopted children full 
access to their binh informa¬ 
tion. Ireland docs not. 


The Irish government is 
embarrassed and sympathetic; 
but pending a ruling by the 
Supreme Court expected by 
year’s end, any rights of adop¬ 
tees to information remains 
outweighed by long-ago 
pledges to their mothers. 

“Many now think that con¬ 
cern for the mother’s confi¬ 
dentiality is a good excuse for 
covering up the nuns' sins. Is 
consent valid if a woman sur¬ 
renders her child under con¬ 
straint and in difficult eco¬ 
nomic circumstances?" asked 
Irish reporter Michael 
Mi lone, who is writing a 
book critical of adoption 
practices. 

To release specific infor¬ 
mation to inquiring children 
would be a breach of faith 
and contract, adoption agen¬ 
cies say. 

Bui pressure is building for 
some sort of national registry 
that would allow mothers and 
lheir children to seek out one 
another if they wish. 

"It used to be that nobody 


talked about being adopted. 
Now groups are being set up 
all over the country, people 
saying. ‘I am adopted; I want 
information,’” said Theresa 
Fenncssey, a social worker in 
Tipperary who has success¬ 
fully reunited children and 
lheir mothers. 

Extraordinary things are 
happening. 

Women in lheir 60s are 
lying to their husbands, invent¬ 
ing excuses to sneak away to 
rendezvous with secret chil¬ 
dren whose existence they can¬ 
not publicly acknowledge dec¬ 
ades later. 

OLhers are refusing to meet 
Lheir children. 

“They say to me, ’I’ve been 
monied to him for 30 years; I 
can’t tell him now.”’ Gibbons 
said. “And some women never 
married and live in small 
towns where they have local 
repute os the 'good spinster’ 
How can they come forward 
now to publicly embrace a 
child no one ever knew they 
had?" 


Among perhaps 40,000 out- 
of- wedlock children raised by 
adoptive parents in Ireland, an 
average of 110 babies a year 
went to the United States from 
1948 to 1962, "hopefully to a 
better life, but at what cost in 
human suffering we may 
never know," Foreign Minister 
Dick Spring said. 

In 1952 adoption was legal¬ 
ized in Ireland, but it was noi 
until 1962 that domestic 
demand for babies to adopt 
began to catch up with the 
supply, and not until 1972 that 
welfare benefits became avail¬ 
able to single mothers. 

“Many of us have been 
moved by the stories that have 
been told about babies 
exported to the United 
States—some of them 
unwanted, some of them 
removed from their young and 
frightened mothers at the most 
vulnerable possible time in the 
life of those mothers." Spring 
said. "Some of those children 
have spent many years trying 
to find out why they were 


abandoned, as they saw it “ 

Enter Maggie Butler, born 
in Dublin in 1951. exported 
before age I and raised in New 
England by an Irish American 
family. 

A psychotherapist, she 
returned from Maine to live in 
Ireland in 1993 and began 
looking in earnest for her 
muthcr. 

Eventually, she found the 
nuns who arranged for her 
adoption. Reluctantly, they 
gave her sketchy informaiion. 
saying that her mother had 
moved to England, where she 
apparently married a Scotsman 
named Bill in 1953. Her natu¬ 
ral lather, the nuns said with¬ 
out elaboration, was a graphic 
artist. 

Butler ran into a dead end 
after discovering that the sur¬ 
name on her birth certificate 
was false. 

“You were cut off from 
your name, from your history 
and from your country,'’ she 
said. "You were sent into 
exile. You arc supposed to be 


grateful for what was done for 
you. But that shouldn't negate 
the fact that you want to meet 
your mother" 

Mothers who reluctantly 
surrendered their children in 
the 1950s were victims of an 
inflexible, still rural and often 
poor society in which 20 miles 
was far away and most people 
had neither car nor telephone. 
Contraception was largely 
unpracticed in the Ireland of 
Lhc '50s, just as abortion is 
still illegal in the Ireland of the 
'90s. 

Said social worker Fenucs- 
sey: “If a girl got pregnant, she 
went to the local parish priest, 
and he sent her to an unmar¬ 
ried mothers' home. She had 
her baby and it was taken; that 
was expected. Some women 
never came out. They stayed 
in the convent.” 

Women, many of them 
grateful for anonymity and a 
second chance, were advised 
never to tell anyone of their 
shame. M 
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Students visiting 
The Star 



• A group of 25 7th-grade pupils from 
the Abd AI Hameed Sharaf School visit¬ 
ed The Star Iasi Saturday. They were ac¬ 
companied by their teacher. 

The students were briefed by the Man¬ 
aging Editor of The Star, Marwan Al 
Asmar, on the different stages the news¬ 
paper goes through before being sent to 
the printers. 

Also, another group from Ad Dur AI 
Manthour School visited The Star last 
Thursday accompanied by their teachers 
Ms Raghda Zammanoun and Ms Ama¬ 
in Al Turk. The students were between 
the 6 th and 10 th grades. 



Students from Abd Al Hameed Sharaf School 


Decoding riddles of existence 


By Munther Ham dan 

Star Staff Writer 


I nimitable sculptures Fight the 

impossible and break the monotony fT 

of the world. The figures stretch 
their limbs high towards eternal posi- 
lions escaping the heaviness of earth. Once 
controlled by gravity, they now ride in ijImS 
unlimited spaces. /tu 

In his exhibition at the Baladna Art Gal- 
lery. the Syrian sculptor Mustafa All f.x-wL 
delves into the secrets of the human mind. 
Structures, beliefs and emotions are hid- \ 8 SBeE 
den in the raw bronze material while AJi. 
through his chisel, seeks to dig them out. 
"Whether mundane or majestic, the shapes I 
created are of great importance because they 
were once unknown to people,” Alt says. a 

His human and animal figures, dug out of gj 
Bronze, express man's yearning for the utter £ 
most levels of spirituality. The sculptor's crea- * 
live hands shaped the figures in a way that befit | 
the kind of dream they are seeking to create, 'g 
Tall, nimble and slim, the erected bodies are J 
obsessed with one thing: Immortality. ‘The />. 
vagueness and unexpectedness of the world | 
forced my figures to seek a place in the subcon- jr 
scious,” Ali adds. h 

The fact that the bodies are slim does not TA 
mean they are weak. The .pow er of Ali’s ^raSgj 
statues sterns from their pursuit of some- 
thing which is beyond the tangible. The fW R 

nhw«iml nnw/»r it h*»ina mnroinfiliTprt fm *S 


physical power is being marginalized 
and replaced by the spiritual. A critic 
once described these statues as 
“ghosts”. 

What proves the critic's assessment 
is the positioning of some statues , 
which are suspended in mid-air with j 
what seems only a thread to the | 


light spaces that no one can see 
unless they _are put within the bor- 
cfers of the figures." 

While figures attempt to escape, 
others indulge in their own world. A 
work titled Memory features that 






land of person who keeps thinking of the fate of 
the world. The first impression you get is that of a 
killing silence realized by the different postures of 
the human figures and the frames they are pul in. 

A box placed above the head of a 
figure is according to Ali repre¬ 
sentative of one’s memory. "It 
is a journey through the subcon¬ 
scious that is seeking truth.” 
says Ali. 

Despite the fact that Ali’s fig¬ 
ures seek catharsis in space they 
ire not completely detached 
um certain facts imposed upon 
:m. The fact that humans lost 
iven to come to earth pains him. 
is can be traced in such works 
at Adam and Eve being clung 
ether either spiritually or 
ysically. 

"The relation between man and 
le earth he is living on is contin- 
ous,” Ali maintains. 

The quest for truth will con- 
nue to be a source of misery, 
eople have different ways of 
□king for the essence of their 
es. In the case of Ali’s figures 
y are either dancing, swimming 
pace or indulging in erotic rela- 
It reveals the power of nature 
i and how- they are driven by 
lincts in their existence, 
lys that ‘T presented turbulent 
:amy people who are not salis- 
th life.” 

“Man thinks that he can 
decide his fate while he is still 
controlled by greater forces.” 
he says. 

As opposed to the Memory 
statue, we can think of the The 
Knight as representative of the 
Arab self-deceiving man. 
This man. as Ali puts it. 
resembles Donky-shot who is 
imprisoned by his self-created 
illusions. 

His Umru’ AL Qais fa 
famous Arab pre-lslamic poet) 
is another example of the per¬ 



son who takes pride in himself and then loses 
everything. 

From this diversity we can see that Ali is able to 
comment on different social and cultural aspects. 
At times one work of his can combine ali those 
meanings without sacrificing the main theme of 
the work. 

Not only does Ali digs in Man’s life but he also 
extends his curiosity to the wilderness. This is just 
as he borrowed the skinny figures from the bronze 
statues made by the Atroskians. here he picks up 
the Ibn Awa (a kind of dog) figure. This is the 
story of the Egyptian god Anbus who sen es as the 
guard to the entrance of the gate to death. 

Though the works express human universal feel¬ 
ings and desires, one can not separate them from 
the historical and social contexts in which they 
were created. No doubt the artist is influenced by 


his social environment and the history of his land 

Ali says that he has been influenced by the 
ancient Middle Eastern civilizations, especially 
the OgariL Tnese historical eras are part of the 
collective memory of the people of this region. 

“The past and the present, the old and the new. 
the subjective and the objective are woven into an 
amalgam of meanings and abstract cultural con¬ 
troversies." wrote Nazeer Naba’a, a Syrian an 
critic, summarizing the significance of Ali’s 
works. 

Ali was bom in Syria in 1956 and graduated 
from the Faculty of .Arts in Damascus in 1979. He 
studied in Italy since 1991 at the Academia del 
Belli Ani in Carara. His works have been exhib¬ 
ited in many Arab and foreign countries. B 


The Exile 


We are seven expellees, we are leaving 
for the exile 

It is far, far away; that one guy, two or 
three of us would die 
Come please and see us. It is a mile or 
more than even a mile 
Come please, yes, it is serious, say hello 
and bid us some Good-bye 
We are stopping at a mid-point and 
taking a breath for a while 
Each time we’re pacing, there is a 
mid-point in Zeno’s Paradox 
How could we cover this long distance 
being left in Zeno’s eye 
We then reached a jail at the end, it was 
like a central national. 

Well known famous prison in an almost 
old Egyptian film, l 
Had been watching once upon a time, 
Abu Za’bal it was called 
SEVEN DARK BLUE DOORS in a 
concrete-built building were standing by 
‘7 can’t live in such a place so far,” I 
protested, “How could I?” 

Asked Mr Hassan “Why couldn’t he 
laugh, and spread a wide smile? 

He grimmed at me and answered, “How 
could live without a sweet pool of, 
Water and so hideous under soft green 
bushes THE CROCODILE? 


‘Compars’ 

Juxtaposing love and 


insecurity 


By Star Staff Writer 


Fawn Shalabi 


I n his award-winning film Com¬ 
pars (Extras), the Syrian director 
Nabeel Al Maleh leads us into •>! 
untrodden paths of intellectuality. 

He deals with issues which were con¬ 
sidered raboo for a tong time. The film 
is shocking, something which Arab 
audiences have never been used to. 

The film, shown at the Royal Cultu¬ 
ral Center last Saturday, sheds light on 
a political imperative which effects the 
life of every Arab. By depicting the life 
of two lovers (Salem and Nadu), acted 
by Bassam Kousa and Samar Sand 
respectively, whose relationship might 
be considered improper, Compars goes 
against the Arab status quo. It is an attack on 
old-fashioned beliefs which Arab culture still 
suffers from. 

A widow becomes acquainted with a per¬ 
son who is depressed by the agonies of life. 
Salem is the victim of his family’s poverty. 
Having been brought up in a small household 
with many brothers, he did not receive the 
proper care and attention. 

A series of inferiority complexes grips him 
as he develops a relationship with the widow. 
He continues to feel that the relationship fails 
to give him the emotional satisfaction that he 
longs for. 

The film goes on to describe the effect of 



Samar Sami 


the social problems on people's psychology. 

The film shows how the couple live in a per¬ 
petual feeling of insecurity. They always think 
that they are being watched by people who 
don’t want their affair to continue. 

Not only do they feel afraid of the political 
instability and the lack of freedom that sur¬ 
rounds them but they are also aware that it is 
tradition that shackles their movement and 
threatens their love. 

The whole movie is shot in the house of 
Salem’s friend. Throughout many things hap¬ 
pen which scares them. They believe that those 
who reject seeing them together are following 
them to the house. Before they arranged to 


meet in the house, their life was shel¬ 
tered on the streets. Now. they discover 
that they cannot feel safe even “within 
four walls." 

To explain the title of the film, we 
should know that Salem, who is a law 
student works as a subordinate actor. 
The film’s title Compars is symbolic of 
people whose role is marginalized in 
life and who dream of becoming stars. 
Yet. such a dream remains unfulfilled. 

Salem was given many subordinate 
roles in plays but could not act the role 
which fits his dream. 

Though the film makes use of the 
stage technique in that the scenes arc 
all filmed in one place, it has the 
rhythm that good films provide. We 
can always hear the singing of their blind 
neighbor playing the Oud, or the informer who 
just gets in the house to ask about the Oud 
Player. The fiancee of Salem's friend who 
comes in and talks nonsense adds another fla¬ 
vor. All these things coupled with Salem's 
anxiety and illusions render the scene 
dynamic. 

As Salem's lover leaves him fearing that 
someone may notice her. the problem remains 
unsolved. 

The film draws attention to many problems 
which lack solutions either because talking 
about them is forbidden or because of lack of 


awareness, i 


Refurbishment plan signed at 
the Inter. Continental Hotel 


AMMAN (Star)—The Jordan Hotels and 
Tourism Corp- (JHTC), owners of the 
Jordan InterContinental Hotel, has signed 
an agreement with the InterContinental 
Hotels Corporation to embark on a refur¬ 
bishment plan of the Inter.Con Jordan. 

Mr Khalil Al Talhouni, chairman of 
JHTS and Mr Raymond Khalifeb. presi¬ 
dent of the InterContinental Hotels Cor¬ 
poration. Middle East and Africa signed a 
contract for continued management of the 
hotel last week. Mr Al Talhouni said the 
new agreement aims to improve the per¬ 
formance of the Hotel and all its facilities. 
He added that the increasing number of 
hotels in Jordan and the ones which are 
still under construction require us to pre¬ 
pare ourselves for the new competition. 

The refurbishment works have started 
before the signing and will last for two 
years. This includes adding a new 125- 
room building bringing the total number 
of rooms to 500. 

A four-floor car park will be a part of 
the building. There will be a health club 
equipped with the latest facilities in 
health and sport services in addition to an 


indoor swimming 
pool. The existing 
ballroom will be ex¬ 
panded to cater for an 
additional 400 people 
bringing its capacity 
to 1400 persons. A 
shopping mall with 26 
shops will be annexed 
to the hotel. 

eludes the modemiza- - - 

tion of the current fa- \ . 

cilities. The previous 

Uqath restaurant will 

be converted into a BRI^k bE'Y 

Lebanese restaurant. 

Hie hotel will have a 
redesigned external } -• JgS&jEP yi Sr 
facade. The modemi- ■ j 

zation plan covers the (From L to R): A 
old kitchens, lifts and while Lucy Aslou 
rooms of the hotel. 

The agreement in¬ 
cludes a cut in the management fees from 
three percent of the gross revenue to two 
percent and a cut of the operating profits 


XON77..V 



Exhibitions 

B Exhibition and Sale of 
lithographs, old postcards 
and photographs on Jerusa¬ 
lem. Chinese paintings, at 
Urn El Kundum. 
right off the Air¬ 
port highway 
on the way to 


tinues till 4 January. 


Films 

fl Les Visileurs at Philadel¬ 
phia Cinema , Today at 
8:30 pm. 

B La Soif De 
L'Or at Phil- 


(From L to R): Al Talhouni and Khalifeh sign agreement 
while Lucy Aslou of public relations looks on. 


from 15 percent to 10 percent. The cost of 
the refurbishment plan ranges between 
JD15 million to JD 16 million. B 


the Arabian 
Horse Club, 
first left at 
the top of 
the hill. Fri¬ 
day 6 
November 
from 11 am 
till 5 pm. Tel: 

664805. 

B Works by Marwan 
Kassab-Bachi at the Darat 
Al Fumin, continues till 9 
January. 

B Graphics by Compuier 
by Ismail Shammout at 
Muntada Shoman, contin¬ 
ues till 24 December. 

B Works by Rula Shukairi 
at the Darat Al Funun, con- 


8:30 pm. 


adelphia 
Cinema , 
6 Decem¬ 
ber at 
8:30 pm. 

B Andre 
Malruux 
ou La 
grande vie 
at French 
Cultural Cen¬ 
ter , 9 December at 


Lectures 

fl Kifah AI Habib talking 
about the art of Rula Shu¬ 
kairi and Fakhrelnissa Zeid 
at the Darat AJ Funun, 9 
December at 6:00 pm. 




By Osama El-Sherif 

AbUsed cars! 


MY FRIEND loves old cars. Well, that’s not exactly true. 

He loves new ones too. But he can't afford to buy a new car 
so he spends his spare time looking at used cars. He thinks 
he will eventually find 3 real bargain and buy himself a 
good, second-hand, reliable used car. But so far he has not 
found that car of his. So he is enamored of the idea of look- j 
ing for a used car. . . 

I didn’t know that many Jordanians actually make a living 
from selling, and buying, used cars. Apparently, whole com¬ 
munities live on this trade. And it's a booming marketplace 
out there as well, made so by the fact that new cars are very - 
expensive—practically beyond the reach of most. 

While some owners use traditional ways of publicizing 
their merchandise. like advertising in the daily papers, the 
majority, especially those who are looking for really cheap 
cars, go to the ha raj. or car fair. The harraj is the modern 
version of the cattle fair, where owners take their automo- n- 
biles to a marketplace arid wait for bargain hunters to make ; 
a bid. Side auctions take place as well, with people bidding. 
until a satisfactory price is reached. But the nice thing about 
it is that owners don’t have to sell if they don’t like the high- - ^ 
est bid; they just ride their vehicles and drive away only to 
come on another day. . . - £ 

I decided to join my friend one Friday afternoon to visit £ 
one of the biggest harrajs on the outskirts of Amman. And .r. « 
ii was worth it. We didn't buy a car, but it was an educa-.jj f 
tionai experience. f 

What shocked me the most was the age ot most cars.f* ‘ 
They were really old. early 1970s vintage and they had seen 4 j 
all the action there is to see. A 1977 Citroen model, with the:? f 
famous hydroiic body lift was selling for JD 1500. The*.. « 
owner kept saying it was a bargain. It had a 1990 model'. - h 
engine—don’t ask me how the two fiL but apparently the ■ * 
car was running. “It’s a mule of a car,” the owner said as he.- = 
lifted the hood. “Look all new, gas filter, battery, wirings..." 1 : f 
It did not look it. In fact it looked like a piece of junk; P. 
humiliated and defeated by time and abuse. How many own- : 7 
ers. I wondered, did this car have? Four. five, seven? " t " 

It was silver, the kind that is wom out and dull. It sat; j 
there on a puddle of water, cold and abandoned. How it - * 
must have looked back in 1977,1 said to myself. Then it was - 1 * 
a brand new car, full of French horsepower, ready to go at r. 
the slightest switch of the ignition, carrying itself like a hal- £ 
let dancer over the puddle of water and mud. 

My friend was not impressed and so we moved on. to a • £ 
bright red 1978 Volvo. This car had history, one could tell. 

It was probably bought as a new car 18 years ago by a doc- 1 
tor. It was reputed to be the safest car on the road, although •- 
Volvo's advertising agency was horrified at first when it 
saw the prototype. How could they market a car that looked s 
like a brick? But then they came up with this theme: This 
car should be sold to those who dislike driving and are only . 
concerned with reliability and safety. And so it was. They =? 
filmed one of these brick-like models falling from a four- 
story building right on its nose. And. in the ad at least, the • .. 
dummy sitting behind the wheel was pulled out without a 
scratch. The ad worked and the car sold millions. 

But now look at iL No advertising agency can sell this .. 
heap of tired metal and exhausted engine. Bui the man 
wanted JD 3800 for it and would not budge. 

If you're really serious about buying, unlike my friend, , 
you will probably find your car at the harraj. The price is 
always negotiable and a friendly Abu Al Abed garage a few 
meters away will gladly give you a clean bill of health on 
any car, any «rodel, any year. . . „>i * 

The nice thing about the harraj is that not all people there 
come to buy or sell. It’s like a social club of some sort, like . ■ 
the park, the public library or even the mall. It’s a place ' 
where you meet old friends, have a cup of sweet black tea. 
made some days ago, and even talk about the state of the 
nation. Of course consumer protection organizations are not - 
welcome there. As any salesperson would tell you after : 
making a lengthy presentation about the merits of his goods:. 
“After all, you're buying a heap of metal P B 
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“Now watch your step, Osborne. ...The Squiggly Line 
people have an inherent distrust for all smoothllners." 


j.** 


k. 


•l <4*?., 


»>. ' 3 - 

«* r ' 




v'' i, 
. . 




^ 0 Q 
- <?d 

*0 

id 


St 


1 

TV VTi 


i.--<r- •. 




C l ' : ^r 

1 Tr,. , 

4 : :g, 


ft*—. 


'•■‘j r 

'S> 

■ b. -life!! 

■ V M 


si 1 *** 

K r: 





















E! -Sh erif * 

l ca^ i 

=n t*r d, B 0 7' 1 C 

Unian iav1 “ ,lf k 

*Z*' n 

rc lr,r, kinp r • P^i.' 

,,r - The ;i f, T'ST. ■' 

'> SK“S£ 

SlrtSCjg 

t,n ‘ Fddjv -,f, 

!he 

1 ,H hut M *7 n «i >■• 

; U ji toe joj. ., 

• s «»'ng for 

-; r f a,n h tad j D ,fi"^ 

“. lu, » fil. hui an * "** 

f “ Cj Mhe njEjfe 

‘ 1,4 -* d I'ie . 

r?-^; 

; n —mr^nscfi.t.^ 

.ii-.'-r jnc mud ‘ 

i ^ *' ' v - m ^«in 

eM .’ jr " n toe [.jad.gfc 
^ nwnicd a lira 
ihc - R!jrt -« acaniiaii,^. 
!T,C U F 14 'to toisihfnsjj, 

3 liming anaaN# 

' J ' c: > 4td w n *afa 

ljliini’ immji e 

A - nj - ir.iheriakafc 
:Cl -s puiltJ OUi qfa. 
-.if IJ .;>■ jJion-. 

er.ivni; .‘S^v. <a <s1)e 

‘.Tiiiac t>JI dc r 

-i ii ‘ : . hcJis 

ii 'x;. in-, tfhi: myfo: 
j' 'ric ruri, Tbe pii > 

> -\ l " | L' ->i AWcToM" 
.•.’■ii .i •. !■: J Ml of fi'jfti • 

j. •.. iMn ^s'KOjklkr. 

j| Jupc; went lit 
c.rr ihr nviii i; ; ipk: 
j .up oi jtaKrit. 
r: :JJ. .ihoo 'h* <z: -v 'i 
'i-."i!i> , i, orsriitjc*;&*' 
>cr.'i.*n .’• oulu liS •>< & 
Siji sne menL-niitovi 
mciJ 1 ' fi 


ary labs# 




iMm 

I i iV i« 

! fcv *&n. 


% *yj 


trust W‘«l 


/l 

ft 

^To> ode 

Acxcw 


December 1996 

A special section offering 
fresh perspectives on 
global issues fwpured for 

The Star 









/■iUJ-a*'. 

———— O 

j WORLOTIMES ' r . 

* TKlflL'NtMOXDlALE . 
'1 TiempoAUindial 


PKIM I.U IN tivi. I.AMa Acts 
t»!M FIVE f.fl.NTISENTS 


ANUUKC IN! AMMAN « BaSCEuK • UtlJIKi; * uiil;nTl . ■-•■—■-■ - r — ‘ ' •" ** r 1 .- .■••./ . »- -—-»■■■=••- ■•■■.. *. v :.^a t .. v . y^si ..mB.-<.’ M . m * ar a3 

u > —” . .. .- .... ,_,... . _____ ia ^ _ " 1 ■ Hl'LNCIS AIKI..1 • I.AIUO - IJIKAC.AI - »H»M. •HIM. - JAIkAKTA “ KAKAClil • klAM I.IMPl k • LI M \ • MANILA • ME.'.ICO tITl - MOSCCKV • PANAMA CITY • yllTO • SAS JOSE • TAIPEI • TOKYO 


Tlme * ora career change: Romanians vent their displeasure on a member of the ^ 
cemmiHtfst regime's security forces during a 1*$9 dlmonshatlon In Bucharest a 


" : _ V" 







m 



Spies and spooks now spy on business. That’s 
^9 the conventional wisdom. It sounds patriotic 
|||j| and relatively harmless—who cares if big cor- 
porations lose a few files or find one of their 
Sgll patents is worthless? It also obscures the less 
||| palatable truth diat many of these agents are 
|J| doing variations of their old, less savory jobs or 
JKjg ha\*e turned their skills to criminal ends 

3 Despite witchhunt, Berlin still draws spies 

■ Leopards change 
^ their spots but 
£1 keep their claws 


By PaulHolroyd for State Securit\ r —the Stasi—left be- 

I [Hkiller-writer John Le Carre hind agents by the legion; in 1989,it had 
called Berlin “die eternal cir>- of an estimated 97,000 full-dme members, 
spies." Recently. Interior Senator But these regulars were the tip of 
Jtirg Sclionbohm dubbed unified the iceberg. The Stasi’s strength was 
Germany's capital “the city of g £PQjj 7 X>ig _ i n its stringers—175,000 of 

a thousand" spies. SSiiii -them, according tojdm Moth- 

Shunbohm. whose figure es of the Provincial Inquiry into 


Securitate finds its new mission less confusing 


Enemies of the state focus on 
Romania’s mineral wealth 


By Silviu Brucan 

D uring the Cold War, espionage 
in Romania was inseparable from 
political control of die citizenry. 
The country’s spooks and spies 
rationalized their work with a 
melange of patriotism and ideo¬ 
logical commitment to communist 
principles—the true believers were ac¬ 
tually ready to die for the cause. 

There was another side to the coin. 
Quite a few spies from communist 
countries turned out to be for sale if 

KEroxmc. th ' CI A’* pri« "“ s 

TKOH - -right and the vision of 

MMItfOT glamorous Western liv- 
WflWIt jl ing tempting enough. 

Keeping Romania's 
population in line while protecting the 
country from external ritreats resulted 
in contradictions diat Romania's sin¬ 
ister Securitate found difficult to rec¬ 
oncile. As a target of their investiga¬ 
tions following my resignation from 
the government, I had personal expe¬ 
rience of the Securitate's ambivalence. 

On the one hand, in their capacity 
as dictator Nicolae Ceausescu's prae¬ 
torian guard, the 

It turned out tb; 

wrote, distributed mole in the OS e 
broadcasting *f the finest tradh 

tkTs^Ad: spy novels, had 
through the cha 

communist digni- attractive Roma 

**rics, the letter 

Waa aired through Radio Free Europe 
and The Voice of America. While tliis 
was going on, however, anodicr part of 
tbe Securitate was trying to prove that 
I was in the pay of the US Central In¬ 
telligence Agency (CIA) and had writ¬ 
ten the letter to further its aims. 

To round out the confusion, when 
tbc group headed by General I. Dia- 
conescu failed to prove that I was a 
CIA agent, they turned their attention 
to a visit to Moscow 1 made in No¬ 
vember 1988 in the hopes of linking 
toe to the KGB. 


It turned out that there was a 
mole in the OS embassy who. in 
the finest traditions of B-grade 
spy novels, had been recruited 
through the charms of an 
attractive Romanian brunette 


The dossier used by Diuconescu 
was full of transcripts recording my 
conversations with the British. French 
and US ambassadors. It turned out 
that there was a mole in the US em¬ 
bassy who, in the finest traditions of B- 
grade spy novels, had been recruited 
through the charms of an attractive 
Romanian brunette. 

Romania's new intelligence service, 
SRI. no longer carries the burden of 
policing the population's political alle¬ 
giances. However, people's economic 
behavior—and that of nations in com¬ 
petition with Romania—is keeping 
SRI's agents busy. Also, the cat-and- 
mouse game with foreign espionage 
services has not died away completely. 

An example of this new emphasis 
on industrial and economic mutters is 
the ASCOM case. ASGOM. a joint 
venture operating in the oil-rich inde¬ 
pendent republics that emerged after 
die break-up of llie Soviet Union, 
signed a US$40 mil I ion contract in 
September with the government of 
Turkmenistan. The contract involved 
die repair, maintenance and operation 

_.... .. of 3,60U oil der- 

, ricks and wells. 

\t mere was a to implement 

, , Lhc contract, AS- 

[tioassy woo, in com sub-con- 

■ L n ■ traded part of die 

ions of B-grade w ork to dm ro- 

■ , manian firm UP- 

ieen recruited etrom and put 

an UPETROM 

ffllS Of all engineer. Nicolae 

. , Tomcscu, in 

nian omnette charge t»r the 

whole project. 
Tomcscu and two associates then stoic 
documents from Romania's Institute of 
Oil Research and tried lt> smuggle 
them to ASCOM’s headquarters in 
Kischincv. Bul Roiiuniaii customs, 
alerted by SRI, were- able to arrest the 
associates as they tried to leave 
Bucharest by charter plane. 

Direct foreign investment in Roma¬ 
nia sometimes brings with it foreign es- 


is another priority of foreign spies. In a 
recent case, former Mining Depart¬ 
ment under-secretary Stefan Kiraly was 
apprehended passing state secrets con¬ 
cerning mineral resources to a foreign 
company. That company used the in¬ 
formation to sign contracts dial were tn 
Romania's disadvantage. In the opin¬ 
ion of SRI, Kiraly's actions would, in 
dine, have led to foreign control of sev¬ 
eral imytoriaiu mineral deposits. 

Amidst die economic cases, there 
is still military counter-intelligence 
work to lie done. Traian Perlog was re¬ 


cently sentenced to eight years in 
prisun after the SRI identified him as 
the architect of an espi image network 
aimed at Romania's defense establish¬ 
ment. Perlog was. according to SRI, 
recruited by a foreign agency and was 
Well supplied with dollars to finance 
this network. 

In brief, the end of the Cold War 
has done little to chill the espionage 
industry.'Ul 

Silviu Brucan is The WorldPaper's 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR FOR EaST EUROPE. 


could well be a zero short, went - 

on to observe that. “Even though the 
Bonn Government hasn't moved there 
yet. some nations are developing a 
rather excessive “news service " 1 pres- 
ence-“ Nobody was left in doubt as to 
what he was alluding to. 

Topping the list of suspects are the 
Russians. Iranians 

£ Spot-tbe-Stasi has become 

ferrets sav Russia's ■■ , . . 

main targets are the Of 0 00110021 

stock market, die . . „ « . 

military, Deutsche obsession. Hardly a week 

Telekom and hie . . - .. 

computer compa- POSSOS WlthOUt WB UflfflaSkHIg 

nies. while the Ira- - ... 

nbns shadow rrp- of a Dotewortliy citizen 

rescanaores of their 

home-front enemies and the North 
Koreans busy themselves courting 
diose of their southern brothers sym¬ 
pathetic to the idea of a reunion under 
the Red Star flag. 

When the Berlin Wall came down die 
traditional spies on both sides of die 
Cold War began to melt away. West Ger¬ 
man operatives, sucl i as the}’ were, eased 
quietly into dvilian life. In the East,ho%v- 
ever, the collapse of the mighrv Ministry 


The US cast a long shadow over Asian intelligence agencies 

Filipino agents sail uncharted waters 


pendent republics that emerged after By Manny Mogato 

" NUEK THEIR COUNTERPARTS ill the 

West, iiitelligeuec agencies in 
Southeast Asia arc just starting Lu 
explore die possibilities afforded 
Uicir “cloak and dagger " 1 profession 

__ by die climate of global disorder. 

, ricks and wells. Ojierauiig largely in tile sliadows oV 

II mere WdS d To implement (lie major Cold War preutgoi lists, sjuioks 

_ , lI»c contract, AS- in this pan of the world 

moassywltfi.in COM sub-con- have suddenly IlcCm tiimsL 

• IB ■ tracted part of die |T||fjj~| to the forefront and asked 

IQIIS Of work to die Ro- MANILA to sail uncharted waters. 

. , manian firm UP- Used to dealing mainly 

]66R recruited ETROM and put with panLchial |>olitic;iI voueenis. imd- 

an UPETROM ligciiL’e agencies are now being directed 

[HIS Of M engineer. Nicolae towards significunt inleriutional politi- 

. , Tomcscu, in ual and economic development. 

Qian brunette charge of the The exjjcrience nftlie Philippines is 

whole project. a good illustration of this (rend. 
Tomcscu and two associates then stole After they kicked die US out of its two 

documents from Romania's Institute of huge military Lascs, die Philippine gov- 
Oi! Research and tried lo smuggle eminent was forced lu rely on its own 
them to A SCO M’s headquarters in meager .security ami intelligence luiccs. 
Kischincv. Bul Rumanian customs, After sheltering comfortably under the 
alerted by SRI, were able to arrest the US security umbrella for over four 
associates as they tried to leave decades, those forces were particularly ill- 
Bucharesi by chaner plane. equipped to deal wid i external matters. 

Direct foreign investment in Roma- Prior to 1992, wlien the US quit die 

nia sometimes brings widi it foreign es- Subic Bay naval base, the Philippine 
pionage aimed especially at classified military was trained and equipped for 
data on the country’s mineral re- domestic conflicts and "pacification" 
sources. Identifying enterprises diat campaigns, h waged two such cam- 
can be taken over al below niarket cost paign.s against d ic Muslim secessionist 


it lOVc-mcn i in die south and the Com- 
muni.st insurgents, part ofits role as de¬ 
fender of unpopular regimes diat wete 
supported bv the US. 

In diese eircuiiistauces. the intelli¬ 
gence services in the Philippines—both 
civilian and military —were mainly in¬ 
volved in domestic, v icio-political inlbr- 
matiuii gallic ring- They also played an 
active role in silencing political opposi¬ 
tion and quasi ling all forms ul'dissciu. 

Even when operating ouLside 
die Philippines, agents usual- 
ly found diemsehes tailing / y , / \Y i , 
diose labeled "enemies of jl 
die stale. - ' Tilt 1 Y,. Ii • 

real intelligence I 

work was left to I 

die US wliich. mi- 
dcr the terms of a J su 
1951 Muuiai De- 
fen.sc Treaty, willing- 
ly supplied sell-serving 
data and reports during 'v 

quarterly exchanges. flSHHHpJ 

However, with cum- 
muftism’s collapse and 
the departure of die US 
"we have actually under- V 

gone some kind of re- H J 
birdi." says one senior mm 
military intelligence of- ' 

ficial. '‘‘If, after dic ^ 

Cold War. , 


our Western counterparts were too busv 
seardiing for a new enemy to confront, 
we liad the opposite problem; we faced 
die enormous task of finding out what is 
out die re. We're not new to this [intelli¬ 
gence j game, but we're total strangers to 
foe changing playing field." 

Agents operating outside the Philip¬ 
pines were immediately re-oriented and 
asked to gadier information that will 
furdier die state’s broader goals. This 
includes material "diat will enhance the 
nation’s trade and 


V 


- Stasi Activities in Mecklen¬ 
burg-Vorpommern —10 percent of 
whom were students as young as 15 
years old. 

Recruited willingly or otherwise, 
these ’^unofficial co-workers" not only 
spied on everybody everywhere, but 
were energetically pressed into projects 
...- .- - - rmiging from rab- 

las become trayal, sabotage to 

terrorism. 

dliuilul Because of the 

y a week volved, a reunited 

,« l - Germanv will be 

,116 ynmaSjQI occupying itself 

■utrvnn with unmasking 

tlllZBn former ^spooks” 

for a very long 
time. Spot-the-Stasi has become some¬ 
thing of a national obsession. Hardly a 
week passes without the unmasking of 
a noteworthy citizen; one day a 
teacher, another day a folk singer; here 
a company director, there a mayor. 

.4s government investigators systemat¬ 
ically thumb their way through the moun¬ 
tain of Stasi's top-secret files, prominent 
n a me s k eep hitting the h ea dl i nes .The fact 
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economic prospects, its access to mar¬ 
kets and technologies and its transfor¬ 
mation into a newly industrialized 
country by the end of this century.” 

According to one retired general 
who now works for a civilian intelli¬ 
gence agency, "These are not essen¬ 
tially new casks. Most agencies have 
been doing these things for a long, 
long time. We have been doing these 
things before but, now*, we’re putting 
more emphasis on them." 

Under a presidential directive—one 
of the first issued by Fidel Ramos after 
he was elected lo office four years ago— 
the entire intelligence establishment 
was reorganized, redirected and revi¬ 
talized. It ts still a sprawling, complex 
establishment; for instance, the de¬ 
partments of Foreign Affairs, Justice, 
Culture and Sports, Labor and Em- 
X ploymeut and Education all con- 

trol some intelligence funds. 
t 2 Mi ‘ Collectively, the country’s offi- 
BEwB cial budget for intelligence ac- 
tivines is about 1 billion pesos 

_ (US$250 million). 

Seasoned in- 

-Jf telligence op- 

eratives — of 
tfl( " which there are 

about 5,000— 
WK j jBjy^ say that their old 
KV 1 flgjj skills apply to 
UK | UF:Ji the new environ-1 

9 ment,butmustbef 
B7 I I with greater so- * 

VA 1 J phistication and cre- 
« \ 11 arivity- u Remember,” 

uncharted page 2 
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SPIES WILL BE SPIES 


it’s aiS In the trenchcoat 


Same plumage does not make spies 
and journalists birds of a feather 


By Crocker Snow Jr. 

f YOf want all the mystery and ro¬ 
mance ofbeing an intemarional intel¬ 
ligence agent with none of the bore¬ 
dom—and none of the alleged 
danger—just register yourself as a for¬ 
eign correspondent. 

This ink-stained wretch and hun¬ 
dreds of other men and women with a 
bursting passport full of visa stamps 
to exotic places and lots of clippings 
to show for our efforts have 
been.at odd moments, var¬ 
iously challenged, accused 
and mistaken for intelli¬ 
gence agents in journalism 
drag. Our connections, the people we 
know and places we go contribute to 
this. The compulsiveness of our have- 
lap top-will-travel men tali cy con¬ 
tributes to the public's assumption of 
a hidden agenda. 

In fact, the genuine foreign corre¬ 
spondent and the intelligence operative 
are not all that different in practice and 
purpose. Beyond the Humphrey Bog¬ 
art trenchcoat look they share, both are 
in the business of gadiering fresh data, 
cultivating contacts and processing in¬ 
formation—often from unwilling, un¬ 
cooperative sources. Each has to have 
a nose for key events and the real play¬ 
ers. an ability to separate the wheat 
from the chaff and recognize disinfor¬ 
mation for what it is. 

Still, there are some fundamental dif¬ 
ferences. Those in the media report to an 
editor for the purpose of informing the 
public. The more exposure the better. 
On the other hand a spy. we are told, re¬ 
ports to his or her handlers. Their re¬ 
ports are for very private consumption. 
One report contributes to the public in¬ 
terest, one fuels politically determined 
policy. 

Overlap inevitably occurs-During the 
height of die Cold War. representatives 
from TASS and other Eastern European 


WohdDimy 


news agencies in key international cap¬ 
itals like London, Washington and 
Tokyo were widely known to be— 
and sometimes openly acknowl¬ 
edged they were—on the payrolls of 
their countries' intelligence agencies. 
Their contacts and conclusions were 
doubtless stamped Top Secret' al¬ 
most as often as they appeared in 
print under a byline. 

Tlie Western media is not im¬ 
mune either. A lot of 
self-styled missionaries 
for freedom of s; 
and the indepen¬ 
dence of the 
press have been exposed 
as players ofboth the wit¬ 
ting and unwitting kind. 

During the early 197 
when the late William 
Colby was appointed 
to head a CLA 
adrift in a sea of 
Congressional 
hearings about 

its "rogue elephant" style of opera¬ 
tions. he testified that a dozen 
newsmen were on the agency's 
payroll. 

That news came as no great surprise, 
but the “dim - dozen”—who were not 
named—tainted the collective reputa¬ 
tions of several thousand practicing and 
“above board" American foreign corre¬ 
spondents. A resident correspondent in 
Japan at the time, this diarist endured 
arched looks of the "and-when-did-vou- 
stop-beating-your-wife” variety from 
suddenly suspicious sources. Rebuttal 
was viewed through the prism of k 'he 
who doth protest too much.” 

Our nest was not the only one soiled 
by government money attached to 
covert goals. 

. . During another 
mea culpas , it emerged that a syndi¬ 
cate for international writers—long 


defunct—had been subsidized with 
CIA funds. Many top Third World 
journalists, including two charter 
members of The WoridPaper’s origi¬ 
nal editorial 
board, Sri 
Lanka's 
Tarzie 
Vittachi 
and In¬ 
donesia's 
MochtarLu- 
leamed 
that chevhad un¬ 
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wittingly been paid with money given to 
further a First World agenda. 

While the case can be made that 
journalists and spies belong in the same 

righteous and Druid-like in their ap¬ 
proach to life, being confused for the 


wrong kind of animal can be 
acutely' embarrassing. 

It happened during the early years of 
The WorldPaper. First, there was a 
phone call I received from a United 
Press International reporter in Dece rn - 
ber 1979. He’d been tipped off with the 
fanciful idea that I was spending my 
spare time acting as a covert go-between 
for Massachusetts Senator Edward 
Kennedy and Iran's Ayatollah Khome¬ 
ini, with whom the Senator wanted a 
meeting. Why didn't / think of that? 

A few years later, a “smart Alec” re¬ 
mark to a reporter from a 
Boston newspaper 
came back co haunt me. 
Addressing suspicions 
that getting pluralistic 
perspectives on global 
topics from native writ¬ 
ers wasn't the only top¬ 
ic on our agenda, I said 
that. “We were accused 
of being everything 
from the GL4 to ITT to 
KGB. They felt there 
had to be more there 
than just a newspaper.” 

A decade or so later, 

I was horrified to find 
that a short item about 
T he WorldPaper in For¬ 
tune magazine included 
a passage stating that its 

e diro r-Tn-rhiff admiftftd 

he was suspected of 
working for the CL4 or 
KGB. The writer had 
obviously' gone back 
through die old clip¬ 
pings, chosen to overlook the tongue- 
in-cheek context and spare ITT any 
corporate blushes, and committed to 
paper another chapter in the confused 
^__ _ and 

spying. 

It goes with the territory.® 


LEOPARD’S SPOTS 

Continued from page 1 

that cases have been brought against 
2,400 stringers who were operating on 
die western side of the Berlin Y^Il is in¬ 
dicative of the dragnet's scope. The best 
guess for the total number once operating 
in West Germany: around 15,000. 

Just to be under investigation often 
results in ignominy and unemployment. 
Professional soldiers exposed as ex-of¬ 
ficial Stasi employees are instantly dis¬ 
missed from the Bundeswehr. Across 
the entirejob spectrum, thousands have 
suddenly found themselves out on the 
s freer —and blade listed. 

Examples are numerous. 

► Press reports cast a shadow on a star 
conductor, Heinz , - . . — - - 


with the German Democratic Repub¬ 
lic's security machine. 

Not all employers reach for the ax. 
When the Berlin representative of the 
H amb urgische Landesbank, Axel 
Poesz, was exposed as a one-time Stasi 
stringer code-named “Spotted Wood¬ 
pecker ” the bank shrugged it offl Point¬ 
ing out that since Federal prosecutors 
had dosed their inquiry, the bank’s 
managem ent said they saw no reason to 
show him the door. 

Poesz, says the bank, got his job in 
1990 because ofhis excellent knowledge 
oftbeGDR?s economic structure and his 
experience in foreign bade. Stas docu¬ 
ments revealed Poesz was involved in sev¬ 
eral affairs, indudipg arms deals in which 


An NGO gets the dagger 



O n July 10, 1985 the envi¬ 
ronmental group Green¬ 
peace was introduced into 
the deadly game chat, until 
then, only nations played. 
Their vessel Rainbow War¬ 
rior was snugfy docked in New 
Zealand’s Auckland harbor follow¬ 
ing a voyage to protest a French nu¬ 
clear test site at Morurou Atoll in 
the South Pacific. The French, ever 
concerned about their nuclear 
muscle, dispatched two frogmen to 
plant plastic explosives on the boat. 
The explosons killed one Green- . 
peace photographer, Fernando 
Pereira, and sank foe ship. 

A couple of months later, on 
September 19, Defense Minister 
Charles Hemu resigned. In No¬ 
vember the two French agents 
went cm triad in an Auckland court 
and {dead guilty to charges of 
manslaughter and willful damage. 

hr some ways, this was a 
glimpse into the future. NGOs are 
becoming real players on the glob¬ 
al scene. Intelligence agenriesare 
paying attention to them and try¬ 
ing, sometimes violently, to influ¬ 
ence the course they chart. 

—-By Omar Tonnes 


Crocker Snow Jr. is editor-in-chief 
of The WorldPaper. 


Fricke, by claiming 
he had fallen foul 
of foe German 
State Opera’s in- 
house Stasi screen¬ 
ing. The 69-year- 
old, much-traveled 
maestro was fin¬ 
gered as a Stasi 
stringer—code- 
named “Carlos”— 
during his 50 years 
as foe opera's gen¬ 
eral music director. 

Vehemently deny¬ 
ing the accusation, 
an angry Fricke 
packed his baton and left. “Separation 
by mutual agreement,” it was called in 
foe newspapers. He moved to the US 
and in1994 took the post of music di¬ 
rector for the Washington Opera. 

► Heads rolled at the Chari te Hospital 
in former East Berlin where 56 cases 
came under foe spotlight, with accusa¬ 
tions of corruption, misuse of position 
and “unjustified furtherance of career.” 
Five hospital staffers faced immediate 
dismissal and 10 foe termination of 
their contracts. 

► Professor Hans-Gunter Kirmse, 48, a 
lecturer on autogenic training attached 
to a state medical aid organization in 
Potsdam, is alleged to have been a Stasi 
major specializing in youth psychology. 
Kirmse is adamant it's a trumped up 
charge. His employer says thatifihe al¬ 
legations are true, he’s out. ■ 

► Rudolph Maiwald, Mayor ofKonig- 
stein, in foe province of Sachsen, 
recently saw his 1994 election an¬ 
nulled as a result ofhis 10-year link 



office, the fruits if the Stasfs 


labors during the last days if 
the reginss. 53 bags’worth if 


painstakingly gbied together 


hold of"weapons such as foe Soviet Sam 
8 anti-aircraft mis¬ 
sile. 

The rigorous 
firing of Stasi sus¬ 
pects appears to 
have slackened off 
a little oflate. Ger¬ 
many's governing 
Christian Democ¬ 
rats have been 

wincing under in¬ 
creasing criticism 
that they have no 
uniform and fair 
system for un¬ 
masking spies and 
coming to terms 
with foe former 

East Germany’s past. 

Despite these hesitations,6,000bags 
of thin paper strips are piled up in a 
Nuremberg office, the fruits of the Stasfs 
feverish shredding-maehine labors dur¬ 
ing the last days of foe regime. Some 50 
bags’worth of stripped records have al¬ 
ready been pamstakingfygjued together 

It’s a safe bet a lot more beads are des¬ 
tined for die block.® 


Paul Holroyd is a Berlin-based 

FREE-LANCE JOURNALIST. 
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says one, “we’re no longer dealing with 
rural revolutionaries. Now we’re trying 
to squeeze information from business 
executives, scientists, engineers and 
people who are not exactly fomenting 
trouble in our backyard.” 

Gone also is the relative predictabil¬ 
ity of the Cold War alliances and mis¬ 
sions. “Now we have to worry about a 
lot of things” says another operative. 
“We have to track down international 
terrorists, international drug cartels and 
even petty criminals. We are not just on 
the lookout for potential troublemak¬ 
ers—we are also collecting, evaluating 
and interpreting information on foe 


various obstacles to, and opportunities 
for, attaining national goals.” 

Other states within foe ASEAN al¬ 
liance are moving in foe same direction. 
Singapore is regarded as being in a 
class of its own among the seven-mem¬ 
ber organization, and is one of the 
countries the Philippines shares intel¬ 
ligence with on an annual basis. 

Singapore’s advantage stems from 
an extensive network of overseas Chi¬ 
nese, many of whom have influence on 

the economies of other ASEAN coun¬ 
tries. That, and foe cash that the tiny 
island republic has to spend on intel¬ 
ligence. Indonesia, Thailand and 
Malaysia are also taking advantage of 
their growing prosperity to enhance 
their intelligence capabilities. 


The Philippines is sharing some of 
foe benefits of this increased spend¬ 
ing. Uncertainty about foe US role in 
foe Pacific has prompted wider coop¬ 
eration among ASEAN states. Intelli¬ 
gence sharing now takes place on a 
regular basis, and the Philippines 
reaches as far afield as Pakistan and 
South Korea for information. 

To date, however, the country is rely¬ 
ing on a reservoir of goodwill, since the 
information generated by its intelligence 
establishment is not of foe quality’ pro¬ 
vided by ASEAN countries with deep¬ 
er pockets.® 


Manny Mogato writes for the 
Japanese daily newspaper Ascthi 
Shimbun FROM rrs MANILA BUREAU- 





World Development Report 1996: 

From Plan to Market 

This nineteenth annual Worid Development Report by 
the World Bank is devoted to the transition of coon tries 
m Central and Eastern Europe and the CIS back to a 
market orientation. Two questions are analyzed in 
detail: fl) the initial challenges of transition and (2) the 
longer term agenda of consolidation. 

#101 220 pp. USSZL95 ($840) 


Emerging Stock Market Factbook 1996 

Published by die Worid Bank, the volume profiles 
more than 60 markets, interpreting their basic eco¬ 
nomic and stock market characteristics. Appendices 
include a directory of emerging stock exchanges 
around the world, summaries of investment restric¬ 
tions and tax issues feeing foreign investors. 

#102 300 pp. US$10000 ($10.00) 


The East Aslan Miracle: Economic 
Growth and Public Policy 
A World Bank Policy Research Report examining the 
role of public policies in die economic success (dra¬ 
matic economic growth, improved fa imam welfare and 
more equitable income distribution) of ei ght Hast 
Asian countries from 196S-1990. 

#103 408 pp. US$19.95 ($8.00) 


Bureaucrats in Business: The Economics 
and Politics of Government Ownership 

This land m ark Worid Bank study provides a detailed 
assessment of a decade of divestiture and r e f orm of 
stale-owned enterprise. 

#104 330 pp. US$2455 ($8.00) 



BOOKSTORE 


China in the 21st Century: Long-Term 
Global Implications 

China and the international community face the task of 
integrating the huge Chinese economy irao the world 
economic system as smoothly as possible.'Tins OECD 
publication examines the prospects for die Chinese 
economy to 2010/2020 and looks the inqdic^ioDS 
for OECD countries and China’s neighbors. 

#105 110 pp. US$14.00 ($840) 


OECD Economic Outlook, Dec. 1996 
OECD’s assessment of economic trends and policies 
for 1996 and its economic projections for 1997 and 
1998. A best-seller from OECD Publications. 

#106 255 pp. US$3540 ($840) 


Antitrust and Market Access: The Scope 
and Coverage of Competition Laws and 
Implications for Trade 
This study from OECD publications focuses on the 
scope and coverage of competition law in eleven coun¬ 
tries or regional groupings and questions existing seo- 
toral and other exemptions that can create many loop¬ 
holes in the laws on anti-competitive policies. 

# 107 230pp. US$7040 ($1040) 

Global Capital Supply and Demand: Is 
there enough to go around? 

This World Bank report by Zia Qr m-ghi ty 

possibility that global demand for capital will lead to 

outstrip supply, dais putting upward pressure on girfig l 
interest rates, analyzing trends over the next 10-15 yxs. 
#10# 32pp. US$1645 ($640) 



Please send me the following publications: 

Include shipping charge noted in parenthesis after price. 
Book ID#_ Cose_ 


Name_ 

Title/Company. 
Address_ 


Send to; The World Paper Total Amount $_ 

210 Worid Trade Colter 
Boston, MA 02210 

Fax: (6171439-5447 * Email: edit2@usa.pipeline.com 


D Check or money order in US $ enclosed, 

□ Visa □ MasterCard Exp. Dale_ 

Credit Card#_ 

Signature_ 
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THE PLEASURE Dome is the first video-shop which 
reals and seils origins! tapes in Jordan. It has a video li- 
brary of about three hundred titles with 100 titles released 
every month. 

The clients are always updated on the latest releases 
through a monthly newsletter issued by the store. Mr Mu¬ 
rad Bushnaq, the director, said that the Measure Dome is 
the first of us kind in Jordan. It presents the audience with 
-unbeatable high picture quality and Hi-Fi stereo sound 
that tnakes up a totally different viewing experience." 

This is in addition to the hundreds of Cd's one can find 
at the shop. Bushnaq added that ihc shop is run accord¬ 
ing to the international JPR Laws. 

"We can not beat piracy unless we convince people 
with quality which the pirates can not offer to rheir cli¬ 
ents."* 
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Programs on JTV 
from 7-13 December 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:05—Adventures of Mickey 

and Donald 

2 JO—Circus 

3:00—French Programs 

4:00—Gillette (sports) 

4 JO—Chris Cross 

5:00—News Flash 

5:02—Futures (Educational j 

5:15—Blue Heelers 

6:00—French Programs 

7:30—News Headlines 

7 J5—Something Wilder 
8:00—Gardens of The World 
(Doc) 

8 JO—Prism 

9:10—Superman-Lois and 
Clark 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Bestseller 
11:15—Feature Film: Bum 
Starring Mario Brando & Eva- 
risto Marquez 

SUNDAY 
2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Revel’s American 
Tans 

2JO—You Bet Your Life 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00—World Echo (Doc) 

4 JO—The Famous Five 
5:00—News flash 
5:02—Our Worid,Tbeir 
World (Doc) 

5:15—Ad.the Children (Doc) 
6:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Fresh Prince of Bel 


Air 

8:00—Auto Classics 

8:30—Album Shotv 

9:10—Hold up The Sun (Doc) 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:25—Cover < Drama) 

11:15—Tokio Concert 
12:00—Yes, Minister 

MONDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—The Muppet Show 
2 JO—Dad’s Army 
3:00— .Nature's Inventions 
(Doc) 

4 JO—Hey Dad 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—Destiny Ridge 
5:30—French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Rosanne 

8:00—Disaster Chronicles 
(Doc) 

8 JO—Cinema, Cinema, Cine¬ 
ma 

-9:10—The Lazarus Man 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Best Seller- Family 
Pictures 

11:15—The Knock t Pul ice 
Drama) 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Budgie (Cartoon) 

2:40—I Love Lucy 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00—At The Zoo 
4 JO—Documentary 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—Fun with Physics 
5:15—They Come From Out- 



CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



an 

aaa 

in 

ana 

aaa 

aaa i 
aaaa 

■BBB 
■ elB 

a mu 

ACROSS 

38 Frrsi-class 

1 Otvans 

39 -But —on 

8 Site of Basra forever' 

10 Take the — 

40 Attorney — 

(wn) 

41 Perceive 


14 Unconcealed 

15 Island gat- 
logether 

16 Wickedness 

17 Plowman 

18 DivaTe 
Kanawa 

19 Defeat 

20 English 
prelate 

22 Rubbish 

24 PBchefs 
piece 

26 Smaldrinks 

27 One of a pair 
of rhythm 
Instruments 


42 Fasting 
season 

44 Actress 
Shire 

45 Peddle 

46 Plant 
dsease 

48 Plea 
50 Composer 


69 Glimpse 

70 Discourage 
fromaesng 

DOWN 

1 Pop 

2 Furnace 

3 Charges 

4 Halts 

5 Star Lai 

6 Kind 

7 Downfall 

8 Slugger 
Hank 


Khachaturian 9 Tome 


52 Adolescent 

53 Shocking 
57 Snitched 

61 Potpourri 

62 Misfortunes 

64 — la Paix 

65 Son of Jacob 


10 Keyboard 
Instrument 

11 English nver 

12 Rock group 

13 Instead 

21 Now Yorker 
23 Bath 


31 Patriot Hale 66 Precious 25 — retreat 

35 Crude wood (leave 

dweSngs 67 Banks humedty) 

36 —couture 68 Poor grades 27 Youngster 


28 Bering tool 

29 Hardhearted 

30 ved material 

32 Biblical 
prophet 

33 Regarding, 
old stylo 

34 Destitute 
37 Spoil 

43 Sledge 
45 Take a risk 
47 Opomngs 
49 Brought up 
51 Long 
distance 

53 Riches 

54 To shefter 

55 Not on tapo 

56 Applaud 

58 Marquee 

59 Singer 
Adams 

eo/peroa 

creature 

63 Highest level 


C 1990, Tribune MrJia Smun 
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WISDOM IS TO 

the soul 

W«AT HEALTH 
IS TO THE 

body 


.VBA games, Wednesday at 9: 
er Space 

6:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Murphy Brown 
8:00—Magazine 01 
8:30—Encounter 
9:10—Lost Civilizations 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—China Beach 
11:15—Mission Impossible 
12:00—Are You Being 
Served 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:05—The Muppet Show 

2:30—Circus 

3:00— French Programs 

4:00—Earth Revealed iDoc) 

4:30—Blizzard Island 

5:00— News Flash 

5:02—The Adventurers + Kel- 

lv 

<j:G 0—French Programs 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:35—Bakersfield 

8:00—Super Stars of Action 

9:10— NBA 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:25—Bugs (Drama ) 


Amman cinemas 

w 


• Philadelphia 1 {Tel: 634149): 

Twister 

• Philadelphia II (Tel: 634149): 

Barb Wire 

m Plaza (Tel: 699238): 

The Rock 

• Concord I (Tel: 677420): 

Independence Day 

• Concord II (Tel: 677420): 

Up Close &. Personal 


2:05—People (Long Cartoon) 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00—The Crystal Maze 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Blossom 
8:00—Discover Magazine 
(Doc) 

8JO—V1L5, The Virtual Re¬ 
ality (science Fiction) 

9:10—Hunter 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Him: Awake 
to Danger 

12:00—Family Matters 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANCAIS 
SAM EDi 

3:00—Documentaire 

La France aux 1000 
villages 

3 JO—Emission jeunesse 
Fete des beb£> 

6:00—Serie 
Jack 

7:00—Le Journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ziva 

DIMANCHE 

3:00—Emission Jeunesse 
Cajou 

3 JO—Divertissement 

Week-ends sp6ciaux 
6:00—Magazine 

Fairt pas rever 
7:00—Le Journal 
7:15 —Magazine 

Sports el musique 

LUNDI 

3:00—Vari£t£s 
L’inr£grale 
•Sitphone Either* 

3 JO—Documentaire 

Travelling gourmet 
6:00—Magazine 
Cassiop6e 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 


• James Bond has 
been turned through 
the screen into a 
legendary character 
who seeks justice 
and beats eviL In the 
picture we can see 
the three Bonds 
Roger Moore, 
Timothy Dalton and 
the current one 
Pierce Brosnan. 

They gathered at the 
memorial service for 
the bond film 
producer Cubby 
Broccoli. 


JO pm 

11:15—Hart To Hart 
12:00—Who's The Boss 

THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Ovide and the Gang 
2:35—Out of this World 
3:00— Covington Cross 
3:30— Feature Film: The 
Young Adventurers, starring: 
Mark Maroi and Mathew Kcr- 
moyan 

5:00—News Flash 
5:02— Continuation of Film 
5:30— French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7 J5—Pacific Station 
8:00—The American Chart 
Show 

8:30—Material World 
9:10—Rung Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: The 
Great Atom Swap, starring 
Shelly Fapars and Valerie 
Harper 

12:00—Tara tala 

FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 


MARDI 

3:00—Dessins anlmfa 
3:15—Magazine 
Monugne 

•Haute suneillance» 
6:00—Side 

La lumi&re dcs justes 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Extra large 

MERCREDI 

3:00—jeiuc 

Pv rami tie 

3:30—Serie 
6:00—Magazine 
Ushiuia 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports ei musique 

JEUDI 

3:00—Varietfa 

Emission specials a 
I’occasion de 1’anm- 
versaire du roi Hussein 
5 JO—Divertissement 
•Pierre P. >rei» 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Atomes crochus 
9:00—Le journal 

V ENDUED! 

3:00—Emission Jean esse 
L’dcole des fans 
5 JO—Magazine 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: Changes and confu¬ 
sion reign, so travel carefully. 

/Vries (March 21-April 19). Take 
your team on the road. If that’s not 
possible, at least go for a long bike or 
snowmobile ride. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Get in 
your application for a promotion. If 
that deadline’s past, submit job appli¬ 
cations or resumes to the competition. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You 
won’t fare well in a direct competi¬ 
tion. The other side has too much 
ammunition. Compromise and work 
out a partnership agreement instead 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). There’s 
too much work. Enroll a partner to 
help you with it i»nd you may ge* it all 
done. That’s important, because 
you’ll want to go shopping later. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You could 
fall in love hard. You never like to do 
things half-way, and this Is no excep¬ 
tion. Gel your wits about you — 
there’s work to be done. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept- 22). Are you 
moving, or what? if you're not. 
maybe you should. That's the only 
way you’ll get any peace and quiet. 
Your love life could take a definite 
luni for the better. 

Libra (ScpL 23-Oct. 23). You’ll 
find it vciy easy to pick up new mate¬ 
rial, especially foreign languages. 
Hang around with u native speaker 
for best results. 

Scorpio (OcL 24-Nov. 21). Count 
your money and figure out your bud¬ 
get. If you don’t have enough, sell 
your outgrown stuff. Get any work 
out of the way. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
You are awesome. Start whatever 
you’ve been thinking about, includ¬ 
ing a change in your life's direction. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
Finish up everything on all of your 
lists, even if you have ro pull an all- 
nighter. Follow your instincts — 
they’ll Lie excellent. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Fcb. 18). You'll 
have loo many invitations. A icam 
project will go very well. You’ll be 
reminded of every little thing you've 
forgotten to do. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You 
should be in for a good show. Most 
of your supervisors will be in a fes¬ 
tive mood. Get together with your 
buddies and make plans for the 
future. 

If You're Having a Birthday 
This Week: You are hoi! Stop doing 
the stuff that doesn't work and suut 
becoming the person you’ve always 
wanted to be. 

« iWtt, Tnbsstt Medta 5emia 


Bridge 


North-South vulnerable. North 

NORTH 
*AK4 
U964 
OAQlO 
4k A Q 74 

WEST EAST 

*10985 *QJ63 

(71052 
09 07652 

+J96532 +K8 

SOUTH 
A 72 

UAQ873 
OKJ843 
* 10 

The bidding: 


North 

East 

South 

West 

1 + 

Pass 

K7 

Pass 

2NT 

Pass 

30 

Pass 

30 

Pass 

40 

Pass 

4* 

Pass 

5+ 

Pass 

50 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

6V 

Pass 


Opening lead: Five of 4- 
There are many fascinating suit 
combinations that can be played dif¬ 
ferent ways. Consider the case where 
you are missing K J 10 x x in the 
trump suit. You elect to take a deep 


Remove the Restriction 

By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 

arable. North finesse and lose to the jack or tea. 

Since your right-hand opponent is 
[ twice as likely to bold K J or K 10 as 

specifically J 10. it is not unreason¬ 
able to put up the ace on the next 
i round. But the defense can have a 

. say in matters, as this hand illustrates, 

n.qrn North-South were just a pip or two 

away from an excellent slam, reached 
„ Jj. 1 :” 3 via a cue-bidding sequence. As it 

a 7 c/o was, ^ declarer had to do was limit 

0 I® 15 2 the trump losers to one to get home. 

+ Wed led a low dub. taken by dum¬ 

my’s ace. At trick two. the nine of 
hearts was run. West winning the 
J 3 jack. West persisted with a club, 

13 ruffed in the closed hand. Declarer 

crossed to (be king of spades and led 
a low heart. Without a moment’s 
hesitation. East inserted the ten. 

South West Whatever thought declarer might 
1^7 Pass have had about snaring a now-bare 

30 Pass monarch vanished. Assuming the ten 

a./\ Dooo 311 honest card. East would have 

to hold the king of beans as well for 
rT t?* 38 the slam to succeed. So declarer took 

Hass the percentage play of finessing the 

queen of hearts — down one. 

ve of* We, too. would have fallen for 

fascinating suit East’s falsecard. A tip of the hat to 
in be played dif- East for producing the ten of trumps 
a- the case where m the second round without a flicker. 

J 10 x x in the Sparkling defense that deserved a 
x. to lake a deep just reward. ©»».Trib«cM«k»s«Yx» 


Jumble 


LWntfnble tfxfle fear wpnfc, aac 

fetter u> cadi square, to farm hri 

ordinary words. 


ORXYP 


YOBOT 


lHARKEW 


YATIRR 




HCW THE 
COUPLE W WTEP 
TO GET MARPIEP. 


U j I J I j No** MTMgr ibr dnfed IcOm to 

— d N I 1 form the nuprist atgwtr,« a o ma ad 

by tfac above oirfooa 

^TmTcrn 

AYM 

.Tim .urn— p*mj«ui< n«*°H lxa ^*®Y 
AUUVtf H3NMYH AJUXM AXOVA 
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Words of 
Wisdom 


It’s a terrible thing to 
become older without becom-1 
mg wiser. 

I • • • 

1 i Popular opinion is power-. 
! i fill, bur it is not always righL i 
I • • » 

1 That which grows slowly • 
I will endure long. I 


Jealousy always justifies ; 
its actions. 1 


| It is easier to wrap our-! 
j selves in dozens of virtues 
■ than it is to admit to a single ( 
! faulL ' 


A cynical society is a j 
gullible one; people who i 
believe in nothing are apt to i 
believe in anything at all. I 

C 1996, Tn&ooe MrdU Services I 


Celebs... 



Video releases 

"CHAIN REACTION" (Fox, ): Even if he isn’t 

exactly the person who might have been pictured as the one 
to determine how to coven water into usable fuel, Keanu 
Reeves has precisely that role in this action tale, as he and 
Rachel Weisz play the discoverers of that breakthrough ... 
which some people don’t want to become public knowl¬ 
edge. Morgan Freeman appears as one of the mvsferv men. 
** (PG-13: P, V) 

A/A TILDA ’ ’ (Columbia/TriStar,): .An adaptation 

of a popular and somewhat dark children's story, this Dan¬ 
ny DeVito-directed fantasy casts Mara Wilson { “A In. Duubt- 
fire”) as a youngster with truly magical abilities. She 
ultimately decides to use those to seek clever forms of 
revenge on those she perceives to be her oppressors; DeVi¬ 
to and his wife Rhea Perlman also have major roles in the 
tale. ** tPG: P. V) 

COMING SOON: ”A FAMILY THING” (MGM/U.A, 
D&:. 23): Robert Duvall and James Earl Jones play men of 
vastly different backgrounds who are surprised to find the 
link between them. (PG-13) 

"THE ISLAND OF DR. MOREAU” (New Line, Dec. 24): 
Marlon Brando plays the scientist whose genetic experi¬ 
ments yield bizarre results; Val Kilmer also appears. (PG- 
13) 

“A TIME TO KILL” (Warner, Dec. 30): The John 
Grisham story stars Matthew McConaughey as a lawyer on 
a controversial Southern case; Sandra Bullock also appears. 
<R) 

O 1996, Tribune Media Senfeet 


TRUE! 


By Daryl Cagle 
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Since 1985, urban. Los Angeles are residents 
were paid $77 million in government farm 
subsidies. 
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M.Netanyahou «embarrasse» la Jordanie 

%Le ministre jordanien de I'lnformation Marwtm Mouasher (notrephoto) a crixiqui landi one 
declaration du Premier ministre israiUen Benjamin Netanyahou pour qtd la vaBie du Jourdain en 
Cisjordanie «sera one partie integrate d 1 Israel quelque soit le rfeglement dfefinitif avec les 
Palestiniens*. 

•Notre position est daire et consiste a dire qne tons les territoires occupes doivent revenir sons 
la sou verainete palestinienne» a declare d la presse le ministre jordanien. 

M.Moasher a igalemenl denonce la relance de la politique isra&ienne de colonisation, estimant 
qu ’elle etait de ^nature a entraver la ponrsnite da processus de paix*. 

La veille, le premier ministre jordanien Abdel Karim Kabanti accusait, dans une interview accordie 
au quotidien israilien Maariv, Benjamin Netanyahou defaire le contrmre de ce qu f U dit «D dit 
one chose positive, et, sur le terrain, c’est autre chose, de negatif, qui se prodmt*. «Nous 
voulions croire en Ini et nous Ini avons accordd font le credit, convaincus qa*Q faliait Im laisser le 
temps de s'organiser. Mais le Aemps passant, nous sommes trfes frnstres et embarrasses* a 
declare le Premier ministre jordanien, espirant que les negotiations entre VEtat hibreu et les 
Arabes ne connaissent actuellement quVun simple arret temporaire arant un nouvei flaiu* 




|j ^tasrad Iopposant | 
i poiitique Leith Chbeilat a 
;J i5te arreie Tanner der- 
mere, une joumaliste 
ij cgypiienne a decrit cei 
i| ,i-:te com me une atrocite. 

|l diplorani alors la marge 
i resireime de liberie 
S d'e.'.pression dom bene- 
i llciaii la Jordanie. 

f! n'est pas question dc 
discuier aujourd'hui du 
S bien-fonde de la decision 
| d'arreter Leith Chbeilat 
| pour crime de lese- 
: ir.ajeste. II est plus impor- 
j tarn de rfeflechir aux con- 
a sequences de sa liberation 
J . dec idee \oila trois se- 
j maines par decret royal et 
j dc sea repercussions au 
| ni-.eau des droits de 
5 1 Homme. 

3 La semaine demiere, 

] une reception fetait organ- 
| isee en t nonneur de Leith 
p Chbeilat qui occupe tou- 
jours les fonctions de 
president du syndicai des 
ingenieurs. La plupan des 
opposants politiques jor¬ 
daniens etaient presents 
| et om prononcd des dis- 
g cours criiiquant ouvene- 
l ment la politique du gou- 
q vemement actuel et des 
5 gouvemements precfi- 
g dents. 

^ Si on souhaite estimer 
‘j la marge de' liberte dont 
j jouil 1'opposition dans ce 
h pays, on constate que 

1 “ malgre touL le gouveme- 
ment se montre tolferanl et 
Iui laisse une grande li¬ 
berie ^expression. Com¬ 
ment peut-on done expli- 
quer les attaques 5 
repetition de certains d£- 
put£s, comme Toujan 
Fay^al ou les represen- 
tants islamistes, qui ne 
cessent de reprocher au 
gouvemement le manque 
jj de libeae dans ce pays? 
ij De nombreux diri- 
I geants de 1'opposition ont 
! acc£d£ dans les annfees 
9 passfies a des posies de 
* responsabililfe, cenains 
h devenant ministres, sena- 
Ij teurs. et meme. Soulei- 
ij man Nabulsi. Premier 
!j ministre. Et que penser de 
1 rattilude du Premier mi- 
I nistre actuel Abdel Karim 
[ Kabanti qui exprime ses 
! regrets et presente ses ex- 
| cuses devant tout le Parle- 
■ e mem eL I'opinion pub- 
liquc jordanienne entifere 
au depute de Kerak Na- 
I zeh Ammarin qu'il avait 
jj insulte lors des Emeutes 
| du pain au mois d'aout 
| der-nier. 

y Et comment expliquer 
1 juste ment que Leith 
| Chbeilat ail die pardonne 
^ par le roi eL ramene chez 
i sa mere en voiture par sa 
3 majesty le roi Hussein 
y apres tous les propos qu'il 
I a tenus et toutes les ac- 
| tions qu'il a mendes con- 
| tre les politiques succes- 
| sives de la Jordanie? 

1 En fait, la Jordanie 
I jouit d une grande marge 
H de libertd lorsque I'on ob- 
| serve 1’environnement 
9 dans lequel elle se trouve. 

I Elle sail se montrer tolfe- 
I rante a Tigard de 
1 'opposition politique de 
cc pays. 

Le probleme se situe 
peut-etre ailleurs. 
L'opposition doit savoir 
utiliser correctement cette 
marge de manoeuvre dont 
elle dispose. En dtant plus 
raisonnable. elle parvien- 
! dra ainsi i gagner encore 
plus de libertd d'expres- 
sion et a devenir plus 
crddible.B 

Sa'eda Kilani 

| Le Jourdain^ 

j on y revient 

Tons les jeudis 
dans le Star 

645380 

___—j 


Universite 


La fac manifeste sa grogne 

L ’universite de Jordanie a connu une seinaine agitee avec 
Vorganisation d’une manifestation pour protester contre 
1’augmentation des frais de scolarite. Les etudiants craignent 
en effet que la selection ne sefasse de plus en plus par Vargent. 



Des etudiants de Vuniversite de Jordanie manifestedent 
lundi a Amman contre la hausse des frais de scolarite. 


«Oui a I'enseignement 
gram it'*. -L'enseignement uni- 
versiraire est un droit pour 
tous**. *«Non a la politique de 
Villetirisme.'. Ces slogans e 
taieni scandds lundi dernier aux 
pones de (’Universite de Jorda¬ 
nie par plusieurs centaines 
d'etudiams. A la suite de la de¬ 
cision du ministere de 
1'Enseignement superieur 
d'augmenter en juillei dernier 
les frais universitaires pour les 
etudes de iroisieme cycle 
(Tdquivalent du magist^re et du 
doctoral I. le conseil des ^tu- 
dianis de I'universite de Jorda¬ 
nie a decide d'organiser une 
manifestation pour exprimer 
son rnecomentemeni. -Le mi- 
nistere de 1’Enseignement supe¬ 
rieur a augmente les frais pour 
les etudiants de magistere el il 
a desofmais I'iniention 
d'augmenter les frais pour les 
etudiants de BA (3 ou 4 annees 
universitaires apres le bacca- 
laureat affirme Hussam El 
Din Saber, president des rela¬ 
tions exterieures auprts du con¬ 
seil des etudiants. «Les etu¬ 
diants de magistere doivent 
avoir le meme droit detudier .« 

Cette annee. mille etudiants 
se sont inscrits en magistere et 
doctoral. 171 ayant fait une de- 
mande de bourses. » ffy-a-t-il 
que 17?c d’etudiams pau- 
vres ?». s’interroge Azam 
Younes. vice-president du Con¬ 
seil des gtudiams. Pour lui. 
beaucoup d’etudiams ne sont 
pas autoris£s 1 poursuivre leurs 
Etudes pour des raisons finan- 
ci6res. Apres avoir envoye des 
lettres au president de 
I'universite. au ministre de 
1‘Enseignement supfirieur, aux 
deputes du Parlement ainsi 
qu'au Premier ministre. le Con¬ 


seil des Etudiants a dlcidd de 
descendre dans la rue pour se 
faire entendre. 

La manifestation a commen¬ 
ce d I’entnSe principale de 
I'universite. sous la surveillance 
de tr&s nombreux policiers qui 
se tenaienl & 1‘exterieur de 
I'universite. Prfes d'un millier 
d'etudiants ont parcouru les al¬ 
lies bordant I'avenue principale 
qui passe devant I'universite. 
chacun avec une etiquette vene 
sur laquelle on pouvait lire 
•xl'enseignemem pour tousv. 

A 1'arrivle du ministre de 
1'Enseignement suplrieur Ab¬ 
dallah N'sour a I'universite, la 
foule l'a suivi vers le bailment 
presidenriel. Accompa^il par 
quatre Itudiants du comitl ex6- 
cutif du Conseil des etudiants. 
Abdallah N'sour est montd dis- 
cuter de la situation avec le 
president de I’universite. Fawzi 
Gharaibeh. A une vingtaine de 
metres de ce batiment. la foule 
continuait de x rassembler. 
permettant aux Itudiants elus 
de chaque facultl d’exprimer 
leur refus contre la decision. 
Des tracts etaient distribuls aux 
Itudiants afin qu’ils soutiennenl 
les demandes du conseil des 
Itudiants. *Etant dans un pays 
democratique, nous reclamons 
nos droits. Mais les examens se 
ddroulant actuellement empi- 
chent les 23.000 etudiants que 
nous representons de pardciper 
a cette manifestation*, explique. 
un membre du cooseiL des £tu- 
diants. 

Le Conseil des etudiants qui 
comprend 80 membres (70 llus 
islamistes et 10 independants) 
essaie de se faire accepter 
comme une force protegeant les 
droits des Etudiants. Cette ma¬ 
nifestation est ia deuxieme 
grande action de protestation 


entreprise par le Conseil. La 
premiere avait eu lieu fan nee 
demiere et concemait un 
systlme de notation que le 
Conseil des Etudiants rejetaiL II 
avait obtenu gain de cause 
aprfcs trois jours de grfcve des 
cours. 

Trois exigences principales 
emergent aujourd’hui. D'abord. 
1'annulation de la decision 
d'augmenter les frais de scoiari- 
t£. En suite i'obtention de ga- 
randes selon lesquelles les frais 
de BA ne seront pas augmen¬ 
t's. Enfin, (‘assurance de la part 
du.gouvemement que les uni- 
vecsitls pourront compter sur 
un effort budgltaire plus im¬ 
portant afin de combier le de¬ 
ficit que connaissent certaines. 

•eA-t-on rtussi a se dibarras- 
ser de toute corruption el de 
tout gaspillage pour dentander 
aux etudiants de combier le di- 
fxcit?», s’interroge Walid AI Sa- 
kaf, president du Conseil des 


etudiants de la facultl de Com¬ 
merce. 

Cette manifestation de deux 
heures s’est finale ment disper- 
see alors que quatre membres 
du Comite execulif continuai- 
enl de negocier avec le ministre 
de 1'Enseignement superieur et 
le president de I'Universite. 
Pendant plus d’une heure. i!s 
ont mis sur la table les 
problemes que connaissent les 
Etudiants. Abdallah N'Sour a 
pour sa pan rassurl les dm- 
diants en s'engageant a ne pas 
augmemer les frais universi- 
. taires pour les etudiants de BA. 
■'// a confirme que luL eri unit' 
' que ministre de 1'Enseignement, 
n ’augmenterait pas les frais de 
BA. Mais que se passera-i-il 
apris son depart?*, se deman- 
dait Azam Younes. traduisant 
ainsi l’inqutdtude persistante de 
bon nombre d'etudiants. ■ 

Oroub ei Abed 


Exposition 

Une peinture spontanee et creative 


Apres plusieurs annees d'etudes aux Etats-Unis, Vian Shamounki , 
une jeune artiste peintre, retrouve la Jordanie pour exposer ses toiles 
a Amman, ville de ses premieres experiences artistiques. 


Economie 

La paix marque le pas j 


Les demieres statistiques de Veconomie 
jordanienne traduisent un Mger ralentissement de la 
croissance pour 1996. La Jordanie continue 
aujourd'hui a attendre les benefices de la paix. 


Les premieres 

craimes a propos de I'dtal de 
santd de i'dconomie jorda¬ 
nienne se sont faites senrir bien 
avarn la rdeeme revision & la 
baisse du chiffre de la crois¬ 
sance du produit national brut. 
De 6“>c pour les anndes 1993. 
1994 et 1995, ce chiffre ne d£- 
passerait pas 55 en 1996. 

Les inquietudes des diri- 
gearns et des homme d'affaires 
en ce qui conceme la conjonc- 
ture actuelle sont riel les. Pour 
I'lconomie jordanienne. le uni¬ 
te de paix israelo-jordanien de 
1994 n'est qu'un mirage dans le 
ddsert du Wadi Arab a. Les ai- 
renres etaient grandes mais les 
rlsultats sont dlcevants. 

A long tenne l'anivfie de 
Benjamin Netanyahou & la tete 
du gouvemement petit ecre un 
choc nlcessaire pour 
1'fconomie israllienne encore 
uop dependante des aides extl- 
rieures. Mais pour 1'instant, le 
Likoud ne fait que dltruire les 
reves et accenruer la deception 
des Jordaniens qui ne voient 
pas aniver les benlfices de ia 
paix signge. 

Le budget jordanien recem- 
ment vot£ traduit cette austfiri- 
te. Le gouvemement a meme 
£te jusqu'S supprimer les appels 
illlphoniques gratuits pour les 
fonctionnaires de 1’EtaL 

Loin des illusions brisdes des 
Jordaniens. d'autres Economies 
privies de paix continuem elles 
a bien se porter dans la rlgion. 
A Beyrouth, e'est toujcoirs Ra-^ 
0c Hariri, excellent, homme' 
d'affaires, qui dirige le nouveau 
gouvemement libanais. Et en 
depit de tous les probldmes que 
conn ait le Li ban. ce pays reste 
un endroit oil I’on peuc faire des 
affaires, non seulement au ni¬ 
veau national mais aussi inter¬ 
national. Une vital!td dcono- 


mique qui bien sQr due ^ 
I'importante comiminautl liba- 
naise obligde de fuir son pays. 
Au niveau dconomique. les exi¬ 
les jordaniens restent eux bien 
uop loin d'Amman. 

La Syrie pem elle aussi se 
fdliciter de rdsultats dcono- 
miques encourageants. Les ex¬ 
portations ont augmente de 
125 en 1995 alors que les im¬ 
portations ont baisse dans le 
meme temps de 14%. Dans le 
domains de I'agriculture, la Sy¬ 
rie. aulo-suffisantfe en bid de¬ 
pute 1992. a export^ 200 000 
tonnes de c£r6ales l'annfe pas- 
sle, sa production ayant atteint 
en 1995 !e chiffre record de 4 
millions de tonnes. Et selon de 
rlcentes statistiques syriennes, 
la production de coton qui at- 
teignait 557 000 tonnes en 
1995 devrait eue de I'oidre de 
670 000 tonnes pour 1996. 
Idem pour la rlcolte d'olives 
qui devrait passer de 435 000 
tonnes $ 637 000 tonnes. 

Ces chiffres ne signifient 
bien sur pas que I'6conomie sy- 
rienne ne rencontre pas de diffi- 
cultes. Mais & l’instar du Liban, 


la tendance est claire: crois¬ 
sance et amelioration, et ce 
malgrl tout accord de paix avec 
Israel. 

L'avenir Iconomique de la 
Jordanie n’est pas aussi nf- 
jouissanL Meme si Beyrouth et 
Dam as connaissent le meow 
type de probifemes qu'Amman, 
la Jordanie ne disposeni mai- 
heureusement pas des mfenKs 
atouts economiques. El dans la 
donne actuelle de la Jordanie. la- 
paix ne const!Cue pas un atom. 
Au comraire. Depuis 1994, Ics' 
Jordaniens n'ont pratiquement 
rien obtenu des Israfeliens qui 
ne semblent rien avoir fe donner. 
et ont meme beaucoup perdu fe 
cause de faux espoirs concern 
nan I la paix. 

Les lemons S tirer^ sont 
claires: pour bStir une econo¬ 
mic solide. il faut trouver en 
Jordanie les moyens et les solu- - 
tions necessaires. en abandon- 
nant les promesses des blnoti¬ 
ces de la paix faites par Wash¬ 
ington ou Tel-Aviv.B 


Riad al Khouri 
MEBA SwA-RX. 



La signature du traite de paix israelo-jordanien en 1994: 
avait suscite de nombreux espoirs, aujourd’hui deque. 


Euro-Mediterranee 

La Jordanie plus proche de l’Europe 

Un apres la conference euro-mediterraneenne de Barcelona, 
la Jordanie est sur le point de se renforcer ses liens 
europeens avec la signature d'un contrat de partenariat. 




Issue d'une famine 

originaire de la ville saime Jeru¬ 
salem, Vian Shamounki. 22 
arts, a retrouvd (a Jordanie 
aprfes avoir rfisidl plusieurs an- 
nles aux Etats-Unis. Amman, 
ville de ses premi&res expe¬ 
riences artistiques oil elle con¬ 
tinue aujourd'hui d'apprendre 
sous la vigilance de sa mferc. 
1'artiste peintre jordanienne Dia 
na Hajj'ar. 

Ses etudes artistiques ont Iti 
pour elle comme une sone de 
reve qu'elle devait h tout prix 
rlaliser afin que la peinture de- 
vienne sa vie. L'Histoire de 
l'Art est pour elle une grande 
reference, une encyclopfidie in- 
tarissable ou elle voit avec ses 
propres yeux des horizons in- 


terminables. Elle ressemble a 
un poisson dependant de Cart 
de 1'art comme de 1’air et qui 
depferirait si elle devait arreter 
de peindre. *Je dois etre hon- 
nete dans mon travail si je veux 
me retrouver dans ma peinture. 
J'aime ce que je fais mais je ne 
m’en saiisjais pas. C'est pour- 
quoi je dois continuer a beau¬ 
coup tmvailler •. 

Toute nouvelle dans le milieu 
anistique jordanien, elle a be- 
soin aujourd'hui de travailler 
pour se faire connaitre. Elle 
trouve son inspiration dans son 
environnemenL cherchant k re- 
produire les expressions des 
gens qui l'entourent. leurs senti¬ 
ments. Elle ne recherche pas 
qu'une esthfetique Si ses ta¬ 



bleaux. une harmonie des cou- 
Jeurs. Pour elle. le sujet donne 
un sens fe I’oeuvre et n'est pas 
purement decoratif. La re¬ 
cherche d'une parfaite glome- 
trie, d'une beaut? idfeaie ne 
I'in^resseiU pas. 

< Des siner une ligne. ajouier 
une couleur. construire des 
formes. C'est a trovers ce pro¬ 
cessus que I'aniste doit ecouter 
les voies qui se font entendre 
en lui et peut ainsi recreer son 
propre monde. exprimant a'uisi 
son idemite * explique Vian 
Shamounki. «L’ari est un me¬ 
lange entre Vimaginaire et la 
realihi formee dans i'espace 
poetique de 1‘artiste». 

Un univers dans lequel 
pfenfetre parfois le spectateur. 
«// est possible qu'un enfant de 
dix ans regarde mes toiles et 
les admire, Le tableau doit se 
suffire d lui-mime pour tra- 
duire la sensibility de l'auteur 
et les commentaires de 1‘artisle 
sont supetflus. *. 

Elle con^oit 1'art comme une 
sorte de force invisible qui lui 


permet d'associer esprit et exis¬ 
tence. Elle cr£e pour son 6quili- 
bre. pour ce qui est devenu une 
partie de sa vie. «Quand je fais 
un tableau, il v a un sentiment 
tr£s fori qui me lie a lui. La 
peinture me donne le gout de la 
vie en lui dormant un sens. Et 
en retour, je donne tout mon 
temps d I'art. • 

Se gardant bien de reprendre 
ce qu'ont fait d'auLres artistes, 
elle estime cependant nfeces- 
saire de connaitre l'oeuvre des 
autres. er surtout celles des 
maitres. 

*Je les envie pour leur ta¬ 
lent. Mais je n'cssaie pas de les 
uniter. Je peins de faqon spon¬ 
tanee et creative, en laissant 
simplement mes sentiments 
m'exprimer *. ■ 

Chedid Abdallah 

Plusieurs toiles de Vian Sha¬ 
mounki sont exposers depuis le 
2- ddeembre au Centre culturel 
royal d'Amman. 


, G’est la vie 

’•'* L-'agenda fran^ais d-Amxnan 

Cinema 

La semaine du cinema 
fran;ais 

Deux films sont encore a 
l'affiche cette semaine dans 
le cadre de cette manifesta¬ 
tion qui se deroule au dnd- 
ma Philadelphia. 

Jeudi 5/12 a 20h30: 

Les Visilettrs d' Alain Terzian 
Ver.dredi 6/12 h 20h30: La soifde Vor de Gerard Oury 

Vid6o 

Le mois Andri* Malraux 

, Cycle consacrd h l'dcrivain et homme politique franqais 
Andr£ Malraux. 

- Andre Malraux ou la grande vie», le 9 ddeembre & 20h30 au 
Centre culturel franqais (CCF). 

Des sins animes 

Le 5 ddeembre a I6h00 au CCF, Les fables de La Fon¬ 
taine. Un gofiter sera offert en fin de seance. 



Voila un an, ies 15 

pays de 1'Union europdenne et 
12 pays mdditerrnndens si- 
gnaient la declaration qui 
emanait de la conflrence euro- 
mediterranlenne de Barcelona 
Depuis, de nombreux projets 
one £t£ ini tils dans les trois do- 
maines prindpaux que cette 
declaration englobe, h savoir le 
partenariat politique, notara- 
ment en matifere de slcuritl. la 
cooperation Icohomique et le 
dlveloppement des relations 
culturelles. 

Aujourd’hui. les realisations 
dlcoulant de cette reunion sont 
deja nombreuses pour la Jorda¬ 
nie. Si le premier volet tou- 
chant k ia slcuritfe (lutte contre 
la drogue....) reste le moins 
mldiatisl, il est l'un des piliers 
de cette cooperation euro- 
mlditerranfenne. Mais c'est en 
fait 1'aspect Iconomique de 
cette declaration qui paralt le 
plus important pour le royaume 
hachbmite actuellement. Dans 
la ligne du programme etrro- 
plen MEDA adoptl en juillet 
dernier conformgment aux 
principes de la declaration de 
Barcelone. la Jordanie vient de 
blnlflcier d'une aide de 100 
millions dECU (125 millions 
de dollars) qui doivent l'aider 5 
mener b. bien un certain nom¬ 
bre d’ajustements structure Is. et 
no Lam merit k dduire le deficit 
de sa balance des paiements. 
Une p re mi fere tranche de 60 
millions d"ECU a fell versfee au 
mois d'oetobre, la deuxifeme 
devant arriver prochainement. 
«Lorsque Von compare le 
montant de cette aide avec le 
dificit que connaii la balance 

jordanienne des paiements, on 
se rend compte que Veffort de 
['Union europienne est impor¬ 
tant explique Yves Gazzo, k 
la tfete de ia dlllgation de 
J'Union europlenne a Amman. 

L’aide Iconomique de 
1'Europe k la Jordanie com¬ 
prend aussi une enveioppe de 7 
millions d"ECU destinfie k la 

modernisation de I'feconomie ei 
de I'industrie. afin de permettre 
aux hommes d'affaires jorda- 
niens de mi eux connaitre le 


marene europeen pour tacimer 
I'exportation de leurs produits. 
Une aide k la formation est elle 
aussi prlvue. 

Pour le grand public, les rea¬ 
lisations les plus visibles dlcou- 
lant de cette declaration concer- 
nent le domaine culturel. 
Amman a accueilli successive- 
ment un festival de cinlma et 
un festival de jazz organises par 
rUnjon europlenne. Mais ce 
volet culturel ne se liraite pas & 
!'organisation de manifesta¬ 
tions. 

Un facteur de stability 
dans la rdglon 

n cherche k multiplier les 
echanges entre (es difflrentes 
sociltes civiles des pays signa- 
taires. Ainsi le programme 
MEDA democratic vise fe soute- 
nir un certain nombre 
d'organisations non- 

gouvemementales (ONG) qui 
favorisent la vie democratique 
de chaque pays. Une dizaine 
d'ONG ont £t£ re tenues pour la 
Jordanie. une majority militant 
pour les droits de la femme. Un 
million dUCU sera versfe k ces 
diffferentes associations dans les 
mote k venir. 

Certaines operations ponc- 


tueues s ajoutent aussi a ce pro¬ 
gramme global, telle que le sou- 
tien k des public^ions-rfealtefees 
par le Centre d'fetudes et de re- 
cherches sur le Moyen-Orient' 
conternporain, ou I’aide au 
developpement d'une boulange- 
rie dans le camp de rfefiigifes pa¬ 
les tinie ns de Baqa’a. 

Aujourd'hui. Ia Jordanie est 
sur le point de renforcer encore 
ses liens avec I'Urtioa euro-- 
pfeenne avec la signature d'un 
contrat de partenariat. «Le con¬ 
trat de partenariat reprend les 
trois piliers de Barcelone avec 
bien stir un accent plus fort sur 
le volet economique * ajoute 
Yves Gazzo. *77 devrait etre 
signe dans les semaines a ve¬ 
nir*. 

Ainsi, la Jordanie pourra b6- 
nfeficier d'un nouvei effort de la 
part de 1'Union europfeenne qui 
juge !e r6le de ce pays trfes im¬ 
portant pour la region. "C'est 
un facteur de stability poli¬ 
tique* explique Yves Gazzo. • 

Et & ce litre, le royaume ba- 
chfemite est dfejfe le pays de la 
zone mfediterranfeenne qui 
recoil le plus d’aides euro- 
pfeennes par habitant. ■ 

Olivier Bras 


Respecter les accords signes 

Amman a accueilli pendant deux jours <** nr semaine une ses¬ 
sion de dialogue parlementaire euro-arabe consacrfee au proces¬ 
sus de paix au Proche-Orient et k la lutte contre le terrorisme. 

A Tissue de cette session-vfiunissant des reprfesentants d’une 
trentaine de parlements arabes et europeens. un communique fi¬ 
nal a dtd publid fl appelle fsrafet k appliquer les accords signfes 
avec les Palestmiens et fe lancer les nfegociations sur le statut fi¬ 
nal de la Cisjordanie et de la bande de Gaza. Les pariementaires 
arabes ont salufe la volontfe europfeenne de jouer un r61e impor¬ 
tant dans la rfegion. en encourageant r Europe k exercer plus de 
pressions Economiques sur Israel pour obtenir le respect des ac¬ 
cords de paix. 

Le document final insiste sur la nfecessitfe de relancer le pro¬ 
cessus de paix au Moyen-Orient. de lever les sanctions inrenra 
uonales frappam certains pays arabes (Irak, Lybie, Soudan) et 
de permettre une meilleure collaboration entre les pays pewr 
corabattre le terrorisme. 

Les parlementaires oot ainsi qualjfifi de -premier pas 
I application de la resolution 986 qui doit permette k Tlrak 
d exporter une certaine quantity de pfetrole en fechange de noum- 
ture et de medicaments. ■ • ■ 
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Activities 


Rusal Cultural Centre. 661026/7 

American Centre Library . .. &2010I 

Bnush Council.„.636U7/8 

French Culiunl Centre._... A?7009 

Goethe institute.04199} 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish).. 610X58 

Turkish Cultural Centre.639777 

Has a Arts Centre.663195 

V W.C.A.-.641793 

Y.W.M.A.._.. 6tyl251 

Darat al Funun .£>43252 

Alia Art Gallery..639303 

Baladna Art Gallery...&57132 

Nahil A! Mashini tbe—re.675571 

Nabil Si Hishams Theatre.625155 


Concord Cinema.. 

Phua Cinema. 

Philadelphia Cinema. .. 


. 677420 
... *992 IK 
... 0.34144 


Sports Clubs 

Al Huucm Spitns Cits.6671111/5 

Onhodos Club .. ".« 1(V»9 1 

Ru>a! Automobile Club.HIM 10 

Ko>al Shooting Club.736572 

Royal Chess Club .67371.3 

Royal Racing Club. IN-801213 

Jordan Bridge Club. oTd'Wu 

Amman Mun. Library.636111 

Univ. ot Jordan Library ..841S5S 

R -S.C.N.S37931/837937 



Government Depts. 


1 o book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on tnc Electronic 5»gn Boards on the 
or SAFEWAY BMo, eSHNANA Center - Jobol Alhussicn & DOWNTOWN call 680367 


The Prime Min:sir. ... 

Amman Greater Murat 
Agriculture. 


Finance . 

Foreign Affairs. ... 
Industry & Trade .. 
lnh>r:nai:or.. 

Imcrvr M.si»tr\ 

Justke. 



... A4I2I1 


.69SIS6 

ih:\ .... 

...630111 
. 08615i 

Mumapaliues & Environment 

.641393 

_641211 






... 636.141 
... 669181 

Post & Communication*. 

Public Health . 

. 624301 

.665131 


. SI56I5 

Public Works A: Housing . 

. 66S4SI 


...6.16321 


.... 673191 


644361 
. 66319] 

. r>41467 
. final It 

Supplies . 

Tourism & Antiquities. 

Transport. 

.602121 

. 642.3II 

. 641461 

. 6S0I00 


... 663101 

Youth / Untversiiv. 

. 604701 


israelo-jordaaia « 
itin, aujourd'huiiip 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian. .. 641271/2 

Australian. 673246/7 

Austrian.6446.35 

Bahraini.664148/9 

Brazilian . 6421 S3 

Belgian. 675683 

Bulgarian . 818151; 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . S2336U 

Cyprus Honorary Cons 677559 

Czech . 6718] 3/666) 55 

Danish Consulate Gen .. .. 603703 
Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German . 689351 

Greek. 671331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate.69*851 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian. «2S911 

Iraqi.639331 

lulian. 638185 

Japanese . 672480/7 

Kuwaiti . 675135/S 

Libyan . 693101/3 

Lebanese . (41381 

Moroccan . 64 [4 51 

Netherlands.637967/625 1 65 

New Zealand Consulate... 636720 

North Kurean .066349 

Norwegian Embassy.644932/4 

Omani.'.686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.67751? 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines . 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari.6S2666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian.814]54/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki.6S3905/704960 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa.811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish . 66y 177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

U.A.pL. .. 643342/643341 

Lfotj£&Kjngdom..—.,:.823100 

United States.820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

UNDPAVFP . 66SI71/7 

UNRWA . 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


I Airlines 

Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot..641510 

Aeromexicu. 694802 

Air Canada. 630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

A»r India .688301/2 

Atr Lanka .682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alyemda (Air ye men) .653691 

American Airlines.609068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/6946/M 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.028596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.66702K 

Delta Air Lines.043601 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 ; 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLincs . 630879 

KLM.622175 

Korean Airlines ... 670624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa .601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/b53446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines.640200 

PI A . 025981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Quotas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAir.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airpon..... (08) 53200 
RJ Flieht Info.(081 53200 


-Aqaba Hotels 

Al-Cazar ...’.. 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gull' Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina 1.3162501 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday 1ml.312426 

Miramar.314340 


\ Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.192/621111 

Civil Defence IIQ 193/198/iw 

Fire Brigade .6221WJ 3 

Ambulance. 199 

Blood Bank . 775121 

Traffic Police . 625943/6J97U3 
Traffic Accidents . 897467/8 
Highway Police 787111 


Hospitals 


Ai.leh Maternity ..M2-UI/2 

Al-Ahli. Ahdali .r>64164/0 1 

Al-Bashir. Ashr.ifu-Ji 775111/26 i 
ALMu.isher Hiispn.il . 007227/9 
Atn.illluspit.il. 674155 ! 

Aims. Marka. K'Mnl |/|5 

Hussein Mcdic.il (Yniic 8MSM 
lialijn-AI-Mulidjrcen. 777101/3 
Jabal Anmi.ni Matemits 042*02 
Khalcdi Maternity . 044281/0 

Malh.is. J Amman Otol4l 

Palestine, Shmeisam 064171/4 
Queer 1 Alia Hospital. Oll224l»/Si) 
Simurisani Hospital. . 607431 
The Islamic. Ahdiili boo127/37 
Uniter sits Huspn.il 845K45 

General 


Ainnun Municipality .843402 

Electricity Cumpljuits . .. 121 

Prices complaints .666181 

Motel complaints... . 08/53200 

Sc u crape Complaints ... 89o39U 
Water Complaints . . 656.390/91 
Jordan Television . 773111/jo 

Radio Jordan.774111/10 

P»iM Office Info .750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 


i yj 
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Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza Tor Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 

Mi.ci;i St, Tc" Nf.2i-3? 

| r.t hii.d .Ca^i-V CviiU-i 


USI 


rki C Jv> / > i/cj t~t 
• Hotel Suites 
J?, Luxury : Tel 
.^Comfort 

§ Ser\ r ice p 
Location ^ 

In the of S 

Sweifyieh >? 

■ ■■■■■ ■ ■ - ■ 

1 HIE BEST ML’SIC STORE 




FREDDY FOR MUSIC 
A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 


CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room ..! 

e r-%' •-r-T- 
; o “ • _ r ■ ' . sj ; ■ 


Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence lor 
Expatriates and Businessmen 1 




Ammon 


utmM a TRANftMwrr 


Let ut -Handle it 


'■Hut 


” PiZZA Hiti offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal" 
“Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 



i Fully Serviced Suites 

A/C In Grand 


True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star Jiving eemer 
w ill unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wilJest 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 



Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

O Body shin irecunent 
O Make-up 

O European manicures d 
pndicurrs 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 




Many Villus & Apartemenls 
Furnished and Unfurnished fur 
Rent £ Sale 

for more information please 
call 


Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Ahdoun. Almuuhlaseh Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



We save you more 


Q 




’Europ 


'o Advertise in this 
space, cal! us at 

6dj~380 


... n, , < V / : _ - 

i r^y 

Cafe Restaurant 

Different 

r . n ei\«« ce 
K../-V 



1 Funny Bunny Funny Bunny 

IHh BIGGEST 
I HE MUST 
>0/ DELICIOl’S 
flTOfV AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 

// V k HLMBERGF.R IN 
T7 JL lV: TOWN 


1 Burner. Roust 
Chicken 


Unuduuh \I1nun4Maruh Hi. 


NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 


The first & best 
Chinese Restu rant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyvah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily l2:Q0-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 






r__- 

i i v_-' 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations cal! (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 




JM - SAT' 

Walid Jarrar Co. 



The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

■ IHNT-IN.T\KhXW\% AlIMJXtKX 
Mvivj st. Jah'r Trade Crriler 


The most delicious 
Arabic Sweets 


All types of Bread 


Cakes & Pasrrto 


7th circle. Tel. 820099 


4^ . ms am mmzi services 

I < *Professional Drycleaning 

I \ ■' *Shoes Repair 

. ''' *Darning 

*Pngraving 

*Upholstery & Carpel Cleaning 
Al-Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 

Tel: 679947 & 821656 


rT* v ‘. 

j::\ ! 

•. ■ 

* c;i3S£2 


The German Fashion 

Foilth]ties Kare,r:Uii /-> Kfireau 


^ at sit i c.- 


JOSPhJVMARD 

wilU BIG SIZES 


^ fW 

C 011: 110 n 

I 


. BIG SIZES IJLLkiLLI 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St. Phone: 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


ygifr? -g-jH i 




V • >al1 

r.r 


CARRIAGE CA RRIAGE 

STg'l 

w. iS Wasfi Al- Tal St. 


Carriage carriage Rent a Car carriage carriage 


V • . ■ 

'•r. 


we offer:- 

a Computerized Entrifle Check Electro Mechanical car check 

<" Automatic & Manual car wash services -fr wheel balance mainianance 

❖ Oil Change 

Wasfi Al-Tal St. Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 


<£ SJ f>-:VS 3i 



I WW-W* W -1 

- -y 


i fflSJK Not all u cafe’s hi are 
f#?'?. created equal 

s. wmsgjr ^ A Touch Of Class In 
'sr|B True Arabian Style 


"i.j 



: SaltaaB ■ ijfoaJJ . . 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


Al - Shmeisani, Near Ata Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel698005 •—— 
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Arab countries maintain presence at European 
Information Technology Conference (EITC) 96: 

; Making a case for more cooperation 


■■■ • 


COMPUTING & HIGH TECH .. 

• N ^ 

Edited bv Zeid Nasser ^ L 


■' '• • t •'/. i-.w--U*vgjt! 

:u,C. 

• -rV^ ~ --r 




EITC 96 in Brussels heralds in the new era: 

The global information 
society is here 


By Zeid Nasser 
Star Staff Writer 
BRUSSELS— Under the slo¬ 
gan of “Doing Busi¬ 
ness in the Informa¬ 
tion Society", the 
European informa¬ 
tion Technology Con¬ 
ference (EITC > 96 
ran in Brussels from 
25 to 27 November. 

1996. 

The conference 
represented a unique 
opportunity for over 
IJ00 professionals to 
meet and discuss 
issues pertaining to 
information technol¬ 
ogy and business, 
with particular 
emphasis on elec¬ 
tronic commerce. 


'access evolution' which is dis¬ 
seminating information to any¬ 
one. anytime, anywhere. 
Startfinc numbers show that 



esting views was one sounded 
by Mr C. Lloyd, chairman of 
the UK Direct Marketing 
Board. Mr Lloyd revealed that 
! the * Internet still 
couldn't provide the 
immediacy and ease- 
of-ordering offered 
by other direct mar¬ 
keting mediums such 
as mail order and tele¬ 
sales. He demon¬ 
strated this by show¬ 
ing a case of 

attempting to buy a 
box of chocolate on 
the World W r ide Web. 
highlighting the many 
tiresome steps that a 
consumer had to 

experience, reading 
through long terms 
and conditions; even 


By Zeid Nasser 
S:ar Staff Writer 

BRUSSELS—Arab countries 
maintained a presence at the 
European Information Technol¬ 
ogy Conference tEITCl 96. 
held in Brussels from 25 to 27 
November. 1996. 

Apart from the many Arab 
participants, ranging from 
countries in North Africa to the 
Middle East, there were a 
couple of national delegations 
that stood out. making official 
presentations to the conference. 

Tunisia has long enjoyed co¬ 
operative relations with the 
European Union (EL’>. Since 
late 1995. the country signed a 
free trade agreement with the 
EU. Tunisia has received sup¬ 
port on several IT projects, in 
cooperation with Esprit. Dr 
Karima Bounemra. of the 
higher council for information 
technology in Tunisia, made a 
presentation on the state of IT 
in her country. 

She explained that Tunisia is 


facing a variety of problems in 
terms of infrastructure, infos¬ 
tructure and the promotion of 
new habits and trends in Tuni¬ 
sian society. 

Tunisia enjoys a fairly 
advanced telecommunications 
infrastructure, which it is con¬ 
stantly developing, but faces 
some problems in creating an 
information structure in the 
country. 

Encouraging the incorpora¬ 
tion of mors databased infor¬ 
mation. and the adoption of 
systems to deliver advanced 
information processing are 
among the aims that Dr Bou¬ 
nemra presented. 

On behalf of Egypt, Dr Adel 
Danish, general manager of 
Standard Data in Cairo, pre¬ 
sented several interesting 
points on why Egypt has the 
potential to be 2 hot-bed of 
information technology: high¬ 
lighting the comparative 
advantage that Egypt offers in 
terms of cosl "geographical 
position and skilled labor. 

Mr Danish also discussed 



fort it k, . _ at the risk of having 

Mid Mr. Thommessen of IBM (left) and Mr. George to repeat the whole 

' . h -_- f , h * Metakidis of the European Union (Right) visit Internet-purchase pro- 
conference was the the E1TC 96 Exhibition cess if anything were 

impact of electronic to go wrong, 

commerce on the lives of-peo- the number of Internet users is ur , courec : *f. ere 

pie. “We are witnessing a para- expected to be 200 to 500 mil- werc ^^e who openly disa- 
diam shift." stated \fr Chris- Hon users by the year 2000. Mr L1 ?- vd ? Ti¬ 
tian Thommessen. general That is about ten times the SUUin 8 fofj* on *.*!£** Imer “ 

manaeer of IBM Global Net- number of users today. Surely. nel actually provided a more 

work "for Europe, the Middle this firmly establishes the Inter- personal shopping medium. 

East and North Africa, who net as the electronic phenom- | hat °5 CTed . features unparaJ- 

provided the keynote address at enaofourera. le, ed by othera. Also, on the 

the opening of EITC 96. Mr Thommessen concluded subject of rising issues with 

It was 3 n impressive presen- that. "The Internet is going to re S ar ? 10 Internet shopping, a 

tation of a bright vision for the be world's largest, cheapest. ver Y interesting enactment of a 

future, characterized bv more fastest and most secure court-case was staged during a 

benefits to business. marketplace." s ^ si ° n of ^ conference. 

Mr Thommessen said that. The EITC 96 included a w h.ch presented a _ 

"the networked world is now." number of working sessions. somcwnaL complex. 

He explained how this new given by specialists and market but probable, case, 

world was driven bv business, leaders. As sessions got under- 11 a ontisn consu- ^ — 
not by the orieinal inventors of way. it became apparent that J?f r purchased a e 

the Internet and computer there were some competing ucrman-maae 

networks. views as to the viability of con- yu. through an Ital- If 

Everybody can feel the ducting full business on the 1 an agent: and the y 

change, as there has been an Internet notv. Among the inter- product turned out to |_ _ 


) visa Internet-purchase pro¬ 
cess if anything were 
to go wrong. 

Of course, there 
were those who openly disa¬ 
greed with Mr Lloyd's views, 
slating facts on why the Inter¬ 
net actually provided a more 
personal shopping medium, 
that offered features unparal¬ 
leled by others. Also, on the 
subject of rising issues with 
regard to Internet shopping, a 
very interesting enactment of a 
court-case was staged during a 
session of the conference, 
which presented a 
somcwhaL complex, 
but probable, case. 

If a British consu- __ * 

mer purchased a '"■ST e 

German-made prod- ^ 

uct through an Ital- if 

ian agent: and the jf 
product turned out to _ 



be faulty, who is to blame? 

This argument highlights the 
territorial disputes created by 
Internet cross-boundary shop¬ 
ping. as it has to be decided 
which country’s law applies to 
this case, in addition to other 
procedural complications. 

Moving onto another aspect 
of the EITC. a technology exhi¬ 
bition was held alongside the 
conference, showcasing the 
innovations of 

-j twenty-five Euro- 

! pean ’ companies. 

,. r The exhibition was 

ei^c' 96 bustling with activ¬ 

ity. and proved to be r 
a success. An t 
awards ceremony 
J was held, as part of 


the EITC 96 activities, to hon¬ 
our three chosen companies, of 
those exhibiting, for their dis¬ 
tinguished products. President 
of the European Commission. 
Mr Jaques Santer presented the 
awards to the winners. 

"We hope to see Europe at 
the lead of information technol¬ 
ogy developments.” stated the 
general manager of Model 
Maker, a UK-based company 
that won a prize at EITC 96. 

This sentiment could be felt 
strongly among participants and 
surely reflects the kind of 
enthusiasm with which Euro¬ 
pean information technology 
professionals are approaching 
the year 2000. 

Judging by the highly 


Lhe barriers facing technology 
exploitation and absorption in 
Egypt. Such barriers include 
the lack of awareness, the need 
for linguistic and terminology 
localization and the lack of 
knowledge on how to partner 
with others to make products 
see the light. 

Mr Danish concluded his 
presentation by suggesting that 
there should be an Innovation 
Relay Center in Egypt, to keep 
the country’s IT community in 
touch with world 

developments. 

AM in all. the Arab presenta¬ 
tions at the EITC 96 provided 
‘realistic’ accounts of the state 
of information technology' in 
respective countries. 

The participation in itself 
represents an excellent oppor¬ 
tunity to initiate more under¬ 
standing and co-operation with 
Lhe European Union. 

Hopefully, in coming events, 
there will be more Arab pres¬ 
ence, for more technology ben¬ 
efits to be gained by Arab 
countries.’ ■ 

■ Minister of Telecommu¬ 
nications Mr Jamal Sarai- 
rah smiles as he tries on an 
ear-phone connected to a 
new model of the Nokia cel¬ 
lular phone; while Mr lad 
Ala’iddiu, general manager 
of MASCO, agents for 
Nokia in Jordan, looks on 
daring a special presenta¬ 
tion held at the Philadel¬ 
phia Hotel in Amman on 
Monday. Among the latest 
Nokia products to be 
unveiled is the Nokia 9000 
communicator which offers 
cellular phone, fax. Internet 
connection. SMS, address 
book and diary features. 

f Photo by Foaud Jbour} 


impressive products on show at 
the EITC 96 Exhibition, the 
entrepreneurship and technical 
know-how normally found in 
technology hot-beds like Silicon 
Valley in California are becom¬ 
ing ’visible across Europe. 
Europe’s up-stans have techni¬ 
cal skills and marketing knowl¬ 
edge to make it big. 

The European Union is to be 
commended for its efforts to 
bring together so many technol¬ 
ogy" innovators, users and 
authorities from all over 
Europe. With more focused 
efforts, coupled with continent- 
wide cooperation and efficient 
transfer of technology. 
Europe's lead will be achieved 
and maintained. ■ 
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A need for more Internet education ; 

Technology crossing L 
boundaries 

TECHNOLOGY IS crossing boundaries so fast, and the 
fact that we are living in a highly networked world is 
facilitating this trend immensely. 

Needless to sav. the Internet is the ‘star of this decade, 
or maybe even the century, when it comes to information 
interchange mechanisms created by mankind. 

Some reeions of the world are trying to come to.terms 
with the radical changes that technological developments 
are introducing. Also."it makes a lot of sense to exchange 
ideas and experiences in the information age. 

That seemed to be the driving factor behind the conven¬ 
ing of the European Information Technology Conference 
(EITC) 96. which I attended in Brussels at the end of 
November. Personally, I never used to view Europe as one 
technology region, which shared the same level of tech¬ 
nology resources and utilization, but after this conference. 

I came to understand one of the reasons behind Europe's 
rising strength, particularly in technology: cooperation 
and the free flow of technology across boundaries. 

Apart from the cross-continent cooperation among gov¬ 
ernmental organizations, there is much more integration 
among businesses in Europe; with the fast-paced develop¬ 
ments in communications facilitating it all. 

It is interesting to note the impact on regular people. 
This impact was best resembled by a group of young 
European students I saw. They seemed to be very on-line 
aware, as they hovered endlessly around Internet linked 
computer systems on display at an exhibition which 
accompanied the conference. These w'ere normal students 
who had obviously encountered the Internet before, at 
school or at home. It made me think how many Arab stu¬ 
dents shared that same advantage, and I came to a realiza¬ 
tion that there weren’t even one third as many. Apart from 
the fact that several Arab countries still don’t have Inter¬ 
net access, the Internet is hardly a mainstream utility, it is 
somewhat restricted to those- ‘able', who have computers 
with modems and enough purchasing power to pay for an 
on-line service. 

Although Jordan has taken impressive steps towards the 
introduction of computer laboratories and facilities in 
most public and private schools in Lhe Kingdom, our 
school labs are yet to be 'plugged in’ to cyberspace. If rite 
Generation of tomorrow is going to be doing business with 
Europe and the US. we need to know that our people will 
be capable of handling the very 'electronic' nature of 
future dealings with the outside world. 

Getting back to the conference. Arab countries pre¬ 
sented a number of projects seeking support and coopera¬ 
tion from the European Union. Already. Tunisia has 
received financial support for some projects, and Egypt 
looks forward to receiving support next year. 

Jordanian researchers and entrepreneurs should join 
forces, to gain funding for their projects. Surely, the 
skilled information technology personnel in Jordan have a 
number of projects underway, which can merit support 
from the European Union. A workshop at the conference 
explained the terms and conditions to join the Esprit pro¬ 
gramme. It seemed to me that the terms were reasonable, 
as was re-affirmed to me by a Jordanian participant at the 
conference. Dr Khaled Toukan of the University of Jor¬ 
dan. who said that there were surely a number of projects 
that the university could apply for next year. All in all. the 
conference represented an excellent opportunity to see 
what was going on a few thousand miles away. 

In a global village, miles turn into minutes. Let's make 
sure we upgrade our communications infrastructure to 
benefit from the revolution experienced worldwide. ■ 


Politics, rivalries dominate Asian Cup Sacchi takes the 


ABU DHABI—It seems that 
the Asian Cup tournament, 
which began Yesterday 
Wednesday, will be troubled 
with political differences 
among some of the participat¬ 
ing countries. 

A boycott menace from 
Kuwait threatens to disrupt the 
Asian Football Cup which 
kicks off Wednesday. 

Kuwait officials have 
warned they will pull out of the 
tournament, the showcase of 
Asian football, if they find 
themselves drawn against Iraq 
when the quarterfinals begin in 
a fortnight. 

"There is no way we could 
play against Iraq." said one 
Kuwaiti official privately on 
Tuesday. "It would be like a 
signal that our relationships 
were normal after their 
invasion in ^—Tf" 
1990." he 

Peter Ver- \ 

lappan. Gen- \ _ 

eral Secretary 
of the Asian \ 

Football Con- W® ssBS! ^ 
federation 

(AFC) admits the Kuwaiti 
threats are real but attempted 
to play them down. 

"Regarding Kuwait’s inten¬ 
tions. we will cross that bridge 
when we come to it. AH 12 
teams have signed a pledge 
that they wilf play in the 
Finals." he said. 

“We are very proud of 
Asian football bridging the 
political differences. The fact 
that these teams are playing on 
a neutral ground will help the 
tournament, added the 60-year- 
old Verfappan. 

Should Kuwait carry out 
their threat they will be heavily 
punished. 

“Withdrawal from the finals 
is very serious not only from 
the sporting poinL of view but 
also due to monetary damage 
from sponsorship. TV and 
media deals. Normally, coun¬ 
tries are banned from the next 
Asian finals,” Verlappan said. 
But despite the political mine¬ 
field the Asian Cup poses, with 
Kuwait. Iran. Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia all capable of going 
through to the final stages. 
Verlappan is convinced the 
tournament will show that 
Asian football is on the verge 
of catching up with the rest of 
the world. 

He insists the championship 
will prove that Asia will be a 
force to be reckoned with in 


the coming 1998 World f“ 
Cup in France. 

“The players doing well j 
are coming from the profes- , 
sional leagues and the AFC 1 
is persuading many coun- j 
tries to ho non-amateur, like ] 
semi-professional, because * 
only then can you . 
improve." Verlappan said. I 

Asian football received a 1 .1 
major boost earlier this year 1 
when Japan upset Brazil in < 
the Atlanta Olympics. ■ 

Verlappan insists that i 
things can only get better „ 
for Asian football and the 
Asian Cup will prove it. 

On the other hand, the 
bitter rivalry between Japan 
and South Korea is another 
major threat lo 
^-a the tournament. 

v Bo,h coun- 
V tries had bid for 
|&£|1 ’ \ the right to 
ItflM \ become the 
w ■ \ first Asian 

country to 
host the World 
Cup in 2002. but before a 
vote could be taken earlier this 
year, FIFA President Joao 
Havelange announced that the 
two enemies would co-host 
football's biggest tournament 

U was an amazing about-turn 
by Havelange, who had previ¬ 
ously insisted that co-hosting 
would take place over his dead 
body. 

Last month Japanese offi¬ 
cials admitted that Havelange’s 
dramatic ‘volte face’ was 
forced upon him when his firm 
favourites. Japan, risked losing 
the vote. 

Although both sides agreed 
at a special meeting in Zurich 
last month that the 2002 World 
Cup Final would be played in 
Tokyo, the key differences 
over financing have still to be 
agreed and a victory here 
would strengthen both sides 
bargaining positions. 

Japan comes into the compe¬ 
tition as defending champions 
and the first Asian nation to 
make the top 20 in the FIFA 
rankings. 

But they won the title on 
home territory and despite their 
FIFA position only South 
Korea have regularly qualified 
for the World Cup Finals. 

Japan have had wins over 
Poland. Yugoslavia and Mex¬ 
ico in their buildup bui South 
Korea, who had to qualify, 
have been equally impressive. 

The Koreans scored 17 goals 
in their three qualifying 
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XfTH ASIAN CUP 


matches without conceding a 
single goal. They trounced 
Guam 9-0 before seeing off 
Taiwan 4-0 and then Vietnam, 
also 4-0. 

But previous Asian Cup win¬ 
ners Saudi Arabia, along with 
China, threaten to gatecrash the 
South Korea-Japan party. 

China have been drawn in 
Group C with Japan. Uzbeki¬ 
stan and Syria but with the top 
two from each of the three 
groups going through Japan 
should be assured of reaching 
the quarter-finals. 

South Korea in Group A, 
have the easier of the draw. 
Their group composes United 
Arab Emirates. Indonesia and 


Kuwait. 

But it is Group B that 
poses the biggest threat 
Saudi Arabia,"one of the 
favourites to reach at least 
the semi-finals, must take on 
Iran. Iraq and Thailand. 

Although Thailand had 
problems" qualifying, nearly 
going down to Singapore, 
they nevertheless won the 
Tiger Cup earlier this year. 
They also won the South East 
Asian Games in 1995. 

"We have worked hard 
over lhe Iasi three years. Peo¬ 
ple might be surprised how 
much we have improved," 
- warned Thai coach Tanatshai 
Sajakol. 

"Our team is rejuvenated and 
our standards have developed. 
We just need a win and a draw 
to qualify for the quarter¬ 
finals.” he added. 

But the Group B joker is 
Iraq, playing in their first Asian 
Cup Finals for 20 years. 

“Due to United Nations- 
imposed sanctions the Gulf 
haven't seen much of our team. 
This tournament will give us an 
opportunity to display our 
impeccable talent." warned 
Iraqi coach Yahya Alwan. 

To prepare for the tourna¬ 
ment Iraq moved to Europe to 
train and even managed to 
defeat Italian Serie A side 
Sampdoria 1-0.' 


But Alwan will be without 
four of his senior players 
because of injury, including 
striker Ahmed Radi. 

However, the 39-year-old 
Alwan insists he has enough 
cover in his squad to make up 
for his absent stars. 

"Our young players are 
equally talented. We are opti¬ 
mistic." said Alwan. 

Host nation United Arab 
Emirates also took the Euro¬ 
pean route to prepare for the 
Asian Cup finals and last 
March they won their first 
international tournament when 
they beat South Korea. 
Morocco and drew with Egypt 
to lift the Emirates interna¬ 
tional tournament in Dubai. 

But organizers arc hoping 
for a South Korea-Japan show¬ 
down. A clash between Asia’s 
two strongest football nations 
would only increase the pres¬ 
tige of the Asian Cup. 

Groups 

Group A (Abu Dhabi) 
UAE. Indonesia, Kuwait. 

South Korea. 

Group B (Dubai) 

Saudi Arabia. Iran. Iraq. 
Thailand 

Group C (A1 Aim 
Japan. China, Uzbekistan. 

Syria 

m 


reigns at AC Milan 


MILAN—Arrigo Sacchi took 
over the helm at AC Milan on 
Monday night, saying that hard 
work and team spirit could take 
the club back to the top. In a 
double resignation overnight. 
Sacchi quit as national coach 
and Oscar Tabarez resigned at 
Milan—paving the w'ay for 
Sacchi to return to the club he 
look to the top in world foot¬ 
ball. The 50-year-old. who left 
Milan to coach Italy in 1991. 
has agreed a contract through 
to the end of next season, 
although the club offered him 
one to the end of June 1999. 
He explained his return simply 
enough: 'They asked me to 
come back, and I owe a great 
deal to these people. I followed 
where my heart led me.” 

"There’d always been a 
desire to get back onto the 
pitch, and it’s a feeling that had 
been steadily growing. It’s a 
professional choice, but also 
one dictated by feelings. Now 1 
can be a coach.” Sacchi made it 
clear he was not predicting 
instant trophies and glory for 
the Italian champions, but said 
they had the players and the 
club to recover. "We need a lot 
of patience and hard work lo 


overcome the prob- 
lems.” he told a news 
conference at Milan's lk9i' 
training base at Car- 1 k| 
nago. north of here. 

“And we can only 
overcome them if eve- Kpj| 
ryone assumes their 
share of Hf|« 

responsibility." ||||||| 

“1 know" it’s not pW 
going to be something . 

simple, and we all 
have to realize this. 

There has to be sense ssmf 
of self-criticism FVf 
among all of us, but I 
believe this will lead jjjfrs 
us to realize the value ‘ 
which is in this squad. _ 
and why that value 
has not been able to 
express itself up until now. "If 
we all have the courage and the 
willingness to look at ourselves 
and not our neigbour. it can 
only help us recover." 

"There are very good players 
and a really extraordinary club 
here, so there's everything you 
need to recover. Now we have 
to all want that with the same 
intensity, the same generosity 
and with the same respect. “I 
think we can become contend- 


Bayern needs Klinsmann back in top form 


STUTTGART. Germany—The sight of 
Juergen Klinsmann being substituted 
against his old club VfB Stuttgart after a 
poor performance in Germany's top-of- 
the-table dash on Sunday summed up 
the situation perfectly. Bayern Munich 
will head into the winter break next 
weekend at the top or near the top of the 
Bundesliga. But they will need to pro¬ 
duce more attractive, attacking football 
and score more goals to make sure of a 
record 14th championship. German 
national team captain Klinsmann made 
no impact at all in the I-1 draw in Stutt¬ 
gart and was taken off in the second 
half. If Bayern are to hit the net more 
often in the second half of the season. 
Klinsmann must find his touch again. 

Chairman Franz Beckenbauer has 
already warned the team that he expects 
more from them after the two-month 
break which begins after next clash at 
home with Borussia Moenchcngladbach. 
After Sunday’s clash Stuttgart’s Brazil¬ 
ian striker Giovane Elber went so far as 
to say that it would be bad for German 
soccer if Bayem were to win the title 


because their game does not sparkle 
enough. The statistics tell the story. 
After" 16 games, leaders Bayer Leverku¬ 
sen. who arc just ahead of Bayem on 
goal difference, have scored 36 goals. 

Third-placed Stuttgart, the most 
attractive team in the first half of the 
term, have hit 39 and reigning champi¬ 
ons Borussia Dortmund, who are fourth, 
have 33 to their name. Bayem. by con¬ 
trast. have scored just 26 in total and 
only 12 in eight home games compared 
to the 23 which Stuttgart and Leverku¬ 
sen have struck in front of their home 
supporters. Bayem. of course, are chal¬ 
lenging for the title because they have let 
in fewer goals than their rivals. Italian 
coach Giovanni Trapattoni has intro¬ 
duced a flexible defensive system which 
has proved effective. But the richesi dub 
in the land have a duty to do more than 
defend well with some of the most tal¬ 
ented players in the country. Klinsmann 
is Bayern’s joint top scorer with mid¬ 
fielder Mario Basler, who scored a pen¬ 
alty in Sunday's game, with four goals 
each. 


By contrast Elber 
and Germany’s Euro 
96 forward Fredi 
Bobic have scored 10 
each for Stuttgart as 
have Ulf Kirsten and 
Brazilian Paulo Sergio 
at Leverkusen. Only 
Karlsruhe's Sean 
Dundee has scored 
more this season with 
12. Sunday proved 
especially disappoint¬ 
ing for tUmsmann who 
ran straight to the 
dressing rooms after 
Trapattoni called him 
off. The forward was 
returning to the ground 
where he made his 
name in Germany with 
Stuttgart in the 1980s 
before moving abroad 
lo Italy. France and 
England ■ 



Klinsmann 


cis again, even though we-.ha.ve 
to be patient. Today, it's a team 
who have come through a 
period of not very positive 
results, and I understand this 
because it’s something that has 
happened to me many times as 
a coach. “Even great players 
can lose their confidence. 
Things that used to seem to be 
certainties become doubts." 

"But let's be realistic. This 
team has quality players." As 
for the Serie A, which has seen j 
the likes of unfashionable 
league leaders Vicenza and 
newly-promoted Bologna take 
centrestage. Sacchi was clearly 
pleased to be back. "I like the 
championship," he said. "There 
are clubs who are doing we/I in 
the table and who didn't start 
the season in pole position- 
This only goes to show the 
vitality of Italian football and 
Italian coaches." 

Sacchi can have nothing but 
good memories of Milan after a 
stunning run of success with 
Silvio Berlusconi's club since 
joining in 1987. in the four sea¬ 
sons, Milan won the Italian title 
(1988), the European Cup 
twice (1989, 1990), the Inter¬ 
continental Cup twee (1990. 
1991), the European SuperCup 
twice (1990, 1991) and the Ital- ( 
ian Super Cup TJ 989). But he 
was also glad of his experience K 
of the national side, that h* 3 - 
took to the 1994 World Cup 
final against Brazil, describing 
it as "important, enjoyable, 
sometimes bitter but owns 
often not” ■ 













